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4a. MuÎammad
(the Prophet of Islam, d. 11/632)219

Rasulullah SA Khutba about Ramadaan
Type

religio-political khuÔba; first khuÔba in Islam addressing the
Quraysh at Mecca, calling them to Islam in the early part of his
mission; MuÎammad’s uncle AbÙ Lahab is reported to have responded to this khuÔba by damning MuÎammad, which is when
the QurÞÁnic sÙra 111 damning AbÙ Lahab was revealed.
On the direct
last Friday
of Shabaan,
Rasulullah
SA delivered
a khutbasimple
in which
Features
address;
rhetorical
questions;
exclamations;
syntax;
vivid
imagery
of
tribe’s
battle-readiness
reflecting
life
in
he extolled the merits of the upcoming holy month of Ramadaan and
pre-Islamic Arabia; no sajÝ.
encouraged all Muslims to occupy themselves in ‘ibaadat.
A grievous morning! … O sons of ÝAbd al-

 ﻳﺎ ﺑﲏ، … ﻳﺎ ﺑﲏ ﻋﺒﺪ ﺍﳌﻄﻠﺐ،ﻳﹶﺎ ﺻﹶﺒﹶﺎﺣﹶﺎﻩ

 … ﺃﺭﹶﺃﻳﹾﺘُﻢﹾ ﻟَﻮﹾ ﺃﺧﹾﺒﹶﺮﹾﺗُﻜﻢ ﺃﻥ ﺧﹶﻴﹾﻼ،ﻋﺒﺪ ﻣﻨﺎﻑ
Translated by Shzd Dr Bazat
Tahera Baisaheba

MuÔÔalib. O sons of ÝAbd ManÁf. … If I in-

formed you that horsemen are riding out [to
attack you] from behind the foot of this mountain, would you believe me? [They said: “You

 ﺃﻛُﻨﹾﺘُﻢﹾ ﻣﹸﺼﹶﺪﻗﻲ ]ﻗﺎﻟﻮﺍ،ﺗَﺨْﺮﹸﺝﹸ ﺑِﺼﹶﻔْﺢِ ﻫﺬﺍ ﺍﳉﺒﻞ
"ﻣﺎ ﺟﺮﺑﻨﺎ ﻋﻠﻴﻚ ﻛﺬﺑﺎ" ﻗﺎﻝ[ ﻓﺈ�ﱢﻲ �َﺬﻳﹾﺮ ﻟﻜﻢ ﺑﹶﻴﹾﻦﹶ
.ﻳﹶﺪﹶﻱﹾ ﻋﹶﺬَﺍﺏٍ ﺷﹶﺪﻳﹾﺪ

have not lied to us in our previous experience.”] [He said:] Indeed, I am a warner to
you before a harsh chastisement!

4b. MuÎammad
(the Prophet of Islam, d. 11/632)220
Type
Features

219

religious, ritually prescriptive, early Islamic khuÔba, delivered at
the onset of the holy month of RamaÃÁn.
direct address; repetition of the word “month;” brief sentences.

al-ÓabarÐ, TaÞrÐkh, 2:319; also cited in RamaÃÁn 1998, 55 (from al-ÍalabÐ, alSÐra al-Îalabyiyya; Ibn al-AthÐr, al-KÁmil); and in Ñafwat 1933 1:147, after the same
sources, in a slightly varied form; the web-based search engine alwaraq brings up
nineteen sources for this khuÔba (with slight variants in each), including alBalÁdhurÐ, AnsÁb al-ashrÁf, Ibn KatÎir, al-BidÁya wa-l-nihÁya; and Ibn SaÝd, alÓabaqÁt al-kubrÁ.
220 al-QÁÃÐ al-NuÝmÁn, DaÝÁÞim al-IslÁm, 1:268-9.
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O people! An exalted month has come nigh to
you; a month that contains one night in which
good deeds performed [count for more] than
good deeds performed over a thousand months.
Whosover performs in [this month] a non-mandatory act in order to achieve closeness to God,
is like one who performs a mandatory act at
other times. Whosoever performs in it a mandatory act, is like one who performs seventy mandatory acts at other times. It is a month of for-

 ﺷﻬﺮ، ﺇ�ﻪ ﻗﺪ ﺃﻇَﻠﱠﻜﻢ ﺷﹶﻬﹾﺮ ﻋﻈﻴﻢ،ﺃﻳﻬﺎ ﺍﻟﻨﺎﺱ
ﻓﻴﻪ ﻟﻴﻠﺔٌ ﺍﻟﻌﻤﻞُ ﻓﻴﻬﺎ ﺧﲑ ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﻌﻤﻞِ ﰲ ﺃﻟﻒ

 ﻣﹶﻦﹾ ﺗَﻘَﺮﺏﹶ ﻓﻴﻪ ﺑِﺨَﺼﹾﻠَﺔ ﻣﻦﹾ ﺧﺼﺎﻝِ ﺍﳋﲑ،ﺷﻬﺮ

 ﻭﻣﻦ ﺃﺩﻯ ﻓﻴﻪ،ﻛﺎﻥ ﻛﻤﻦ ﺃﺩﻯ ﻓﺮﻳﻀﺔً ﻓﻴﻤﺎ ﺳﻮﹶﺍﻩ
ﻓﺮﻳﻀ ًﺔ ﻛﺎﻥ ﻛﻤﻦ ﺃﺩﻯ ﺳﺒﻌﲔ ﻓﺮﻳﻀﺔً ﻓﻴﻤﺎ

، ﻭﺍﻟﺼﱪﹸ ﺛَﻮﹶﺍﺑﹸﻪ ﺍﳉَﻨﺔ، ﻭﻫﻮ ﺷﻬﺮﹸ ﺍﻟﺼﺒﹾﺮ،ﺳﻮﺍﻩ

، ﺷﻬﺮ ﻳﹸﺰﺍﺩﹸ ﻓﻴﻪ ﰲ ﺭﺯﻕ ﺍﳌﺆﻣﻦ،ﻭﺷﻬﺮﹸ ﺍﳌُﻮﹶﺍﺳﹶﺎﺓ

ﻣﹶﻦﹾ ﻓَﻄﱠﺮﹶ ﻓﻴﻪ ﺻﺎﺋﻤﺎ ﻛﺎﻥ ﻟﻪ ﻣﻐﻔﺮﺓ ﻟﺬ�ُﻮﹾﺑﻪ ﻭﻋﺘْﻖﹶ

 ﻭﻛﺎﻥ ﻟﻪ ﻣﺜْﻞُ ﺃَﺟﹾﺮِﻩ ﻣﻦﹾ ﻏﲑ ﺃﻥ،ﺭﹶﻗَﺒﹶﺘﻪ ﻣﻦ ﺍﻟﻨﺎﺭ

.ﻳﹶﻨﹾﻘُﺺﹶ ﻣﻦ ﺃﺟﺮﻩ ﺷﺊ

bearance, and the reward of forbearance is
Paradise. [It is] a month of charity.221 A month
in which the believer’s decreed sustenance is
increased. Whosoever feeds a fasting person at
the time of breaking fast, will gain forgiveness
for his sins and the freeing of his neck from
Hellfire; he will have the like of [the fasting
person’s] reward, without any decrease in [that
person’s] reward.

221 Cf. Hava 1986, gives the meaning of ÁsÁhu muwÁsÁtan as: “He gave him a
part of his goods; he was munificent to him.”

