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Happiness Captures Love
Surat al-Tawba: 32
They want to extinguish God’s [guiding] light with their utterances: but God will not allow
[this to pass], for He has willed to spread His light in all its fullness, however hateful this
may be to all who deny the truth.
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the Dais, Syedna Taher
Saifuddin RA, Syedna
Mohammed Burhanuddin RA, and Syedna
Khuzaima Qutbuddin
RA, has proved providential. Syedna Taher
Saifuddin stayed up
nights preparing Syedna Qutbuddin, imparting the invaluable gems
of knowledge that one
Dai gives to another.
He counselled him in
detail to be strong and
forbearing in the face
of jealousy and attack.
Syedna
Burhanuddin
appointed Syedna Qutbuddin, as Mazoon and
Mansoos almost immediately after he became Dai, foreseeing the
storms of discontent, and gracing him with gems of ‘ilm and secrets of the Dawat. Despite this winter, Dawat and its Mumineen
flourish today.
When he became Dai after the most tragic wafaat of Syedna
Burhanuddin RA, Syedna Qutbuddin RA, in spite of overwhelming
odds, fought for Dawat and for Mumineen. He put everything on
the line to perform what he saw as his primary duty to the Imam
and to his predecessors Syedna Taher Saifuddin RA and Syedna
Burhanuddin RA. A Mumin muhibb came to him in that critical
moment and out of concern did araz that why did Maulana take on
so much risk and so much danger upon himself. Syedna Qutbuddin
replied, “it is my duty and I must do it, no sacrifice is too great,
my forefathers have even given their lives for this cause, and I am
prepared to do the same.”
It is with this same foresight, vision, and planning, that Syedna
Qutbuddin prepared his son, Syedna Taher Fakhruddin TUS, at a
time when he was beset by those envious of his decades of khidmat
as Mansoos and Mazoon of Syedna Burhanuddin RA. He laid the
foundations for Dawat for the next thousand years.
This foresight, planning, action, and sacrifice ensures that today even in the thick of winter Mumineen are safe in the sanctuary

of Allah Ta’ala, and the sunshine and warmth of summer will be
returning very soon.
When a visionary does what he does, it is only the courageous
and the forbearing who will stand up with him. When Rasulullah
SA first gave the call to Islam, only the few who had the courage,
the conviction, and the ability to see Rasulullah’s vision, came forward, Maulatuna Khadija AS and Maulana Ali SA being the first of
them. Similarly, today, after more than 1400 years, only the courageous and the discerning have been able to see the vision of Syedna
Qutbuddin and stand up with him. Today, his dynamic successor is
taking this vision, this battle, a test of resilience, of forbearance, of
faith, forward with energy and vigour. The courageous, the strong,
those who have the ability to discern the vision, stand up with him.
They will endure. They will persevere. And ultimately, they will
be rewarded in the hereafter. This is the Dawat of Allah Ta’ala, of
which He says, “They want to extinguish God’s [guiding] light with
their utterances: but God will not allow [this to pass], for He has
willed to spread His light in all its fullness, however hateful this may
be to all who deny the truth.” (Surat al-Tawba: 32).
May Allah Ta’ala give Afzal al-jaza to Syedna Taher Saifuddin
RA, to Syedna Mohammad Burhanuddin RA and to Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin RA, for ensuring the perpetuity of Dawat, and for
paving the way for the prosperity and well-being of Mumineen for
generations to come. And
may Allah Ta’ala prolong
the life of their successor
Syedna Taher Fakhruddin
TUS till the Day of Judgement, to carry forward
this mission and fulfil that
for which his predecessors persevered.
May Allah Ta’ala
give Maulana Fakhruddin
Nasre Aziz and Fathe Mubin very soon, and may
He give us Mumineen
the courage to further his
vision, standing strong with him, unflinching in faith, just as the
Ansaar and Muhajirin stood with Rasulullah SA, just as the Shi’a
stood with Ali SA, with Hasan AS and with Sayyidush-shuhada
Husain AS.

Legal

Gujarat High Court 10th November 2016 – Judgment On Petition
The Hon’ble Gujarat High Court has pronounced an order
(Civil Application No. 5650 of 2016) granting the applications
filed by Syedna Taher Fakhruddin Saheb TUS and permitting
Syedna Taher Fakhruddin Saheb TUS to be substituted in the
place and stead of his predecessor Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb RA
in pending petitions and dismissing Civil Application No. 4339
of 2016 filed by Shehzada Mufaddal Saifuddin. On 10.11.2016,
all the applications were listed for pronouncement of judgment
before the Hon’ble Gujarat High Court. The Judgement is available to view on the Gujarat High Court website
Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb sadly passed away in the USA on
30th March 2016. Upon his passing away, his successor Syedna
Taher Fakhruddin Saheb filed applications before the Hon’ble Gujarat High Court praying for substitution as petitioner in his place.
In the applications, Syedna Fakhruddin Saheb stated that immediately after the passing away of Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb, Shehzada
Mufaddal Saifuddin and his men had filed applications/affidavits/

purchis before Assistant Charity Commissioners with the objective
of getting their Change Reports allowed ex-parte by falsely stating
on oath that the Hon’ble Bombay High Court had dismissed the suit
filed by Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb. Shehzada Mufaddal Saifuddin
and his men were trying to take advantage of the passing away of
Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb with the objective of getting their Change
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Reports allowed ex-parte.
Shehzada Mufaddal Saifuddin had also filed Civil Application
No. 4339 of 2016 before the Hon’ble Gujarat High Court praying
for an order that the petition filed by Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb be
disposed of as abated and praying that the Charity Commissioners
be directed to proceed with Change Reports.
Upon the sad passing away of the 52nd Dai al-Mutlaq of the
Dawoodi Bohra community Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin Saheb in January 2014, a succession dispute arose between Syedna
Khuzaima Qutbuddin Saheb, Mazoon for 50 years and Shehzada

Mufaddal Saifuddin. Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb filed a suit in the
Hon’ble Bombay High Court for a declaration that he was the
anointed successor of the 52nd Dai al-Mutlaq and, therefore, the
53rd Dai al-Mutlaq. Syedna Qutbuddin Saheb also filed petitions
before the Hon’ble Gujarat High Court pertaining to a large number
of Waqfs and Trusts of which the Dai is the Sole Trustee.
Syedna Taher Fakhruddin Saheb’s Chamber Summons in the
Hon’ble Bombay High Court to be substituted as Plaintiff in the Suit
filed by Syedna Qutbuddin is scheduled for hearing and final disposal by the Hon’ble Justice Shriram on the 7th of December 2016.

Announcement

Syedna TUS Chehlum Waaz in Boston, USA
Syedna Taher Fakhruddin TUS will preside over Imam Husain
SA Chehlum waaz on 20mi raat of Safar-ul-Muzaffar (Saturday
19th November) after Maghrib Isha namaaz inshaallah. All Mumineen attending are invited for Salawat jaman.
The waaz Majlis will be held in Boston, USA. For further details please contact fehmidac@yahoo.com or call +1-508-397-9701

Chehlum Program in Mumbai
Shehzada Abdeali bhaisaheb Saifuddin will preside over
Imam Husain SA Chehlum waaz on 20mi raat of Safar-ul-Muzaffar
(Saturday 19th November) after Maghrib Isha namaaz inshaallah.
All Mumineen attending are invited for Salawat jaman.
The waaz Mubarak will broadcast live using this link and will
be available for replay.

Ikhwanus Safa Article Series

‘ILM – Part 7 – The Journey of
Knowledge: From Birth to Death

We are pleased to present the article, ‘Ilm 7 – The Journey
of Knowledge: From Birth to Death, in the series of articles on
the Rasail Ikhwanal-Safa. These Rasail were composed by the
ninth Imam, Imam Ahmad ul Mastur SA, at a time when religion
was pitched against or in contradiction to the advances of science
and the enlightenment of philosophy. This article series is written
by Shzd. Tayyeba Baisaheba.
The previous articles discussed the profound question,
what is the purpose of our lives on this earth? The purpose of
life is one of the most profound questions of humanity that many
have tried to answer over the centuries, achieving the truth to a
lesser or greater degree. The Ikhwan al Safa not only answer this
essential question in their Rasail, they also present a compact
and practical program by which man can achieve this ultimate
purpose of life.
The Ikhwan explain that the supreme purpose of this life is
for the individual soul to rejoin its Divine Origin, and the process
of unification and purification of the soul begins with Ma’refat
and Walayat/Muhabbat (recognition and love) for the representative of the Divine in this world, the Imam uz Zamaan. After
Ma’refat and Muhabbat (recognition and love) of the Imam and
his Dai, for the further purification of the soul the following virtues are required:
1. Acquisition of knowledge – ‘ilm
2. Good actions in accordance with this knowledge – ‘amal
3. Good character traits and virtues – akhlaaq.

This week’s article is the seventh article in a 10-partsequence of articles on ‘ilm. This article explains the journey of
knowledge from birth through the different stages of life (from
Birth to 4 Years of Age, From 4-15 years: Power of Rational
Speech (al-quwwa al-nateqa), from 15-30 years: Power of intellectual thought (al-quwwah al-aaqela), from 30-40 years: Power
of Wisdom (al-quwwah al-hikmiyya), from 40-50 years: Power
of Legislation (al-quwwah al-namusiyya), from 50-end of life:
Angelic Power (al-quwwah al-malakiyyah). Below is an excerpt
from the article:
The Ikhwan us Safa say that the journey of learning begins
as soon as one is born and continues till the end of one’s life. It is
important not to think that one has stopped being a student once
school or college ends, and to have the attitude of enthusiasm for
learning throughout one’s life. The Ikhwan us Safa roughly divide
this ‘journey’ according to age, though of course each individual
progresses differently according to his or her ability, dedication,
opportunity etc.
Read the full article on FatemiDawat.com.
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Publications

“Treasury of Virtues” English Paperback Edition
The wise words of Amirul
Mumineen SA have been compiled in several collections, one
of which is al-Qadi al-Quda’i’s
Treasury of Virtues. Al-Quda’i
was a judge in Fatimid Cairo. His
compilation has been critically
edited and translated by Shehzadi Dr Tahera Baisaheba as part
of New York University Press’s
Library of Arabic Literature
project. The edition was originally published in hardback with
side-by-side Arabic and English
and then due to popular demand
it was again published in paperback.
The publishers recently
also published an English-only-version of the Treasury of Virtues
due to the broad readership of the book and the universality of its
values. The edition is available for purchase on most online bookstores including amazon.com.
The foreword for the English only edition was written by the
former Archbishop of Canterbury the Right Hon Rowan Williams.
This is an excerpt of the foreword:
It is a commonplace among some modern commentators to say
that in understanding Islam we should remember that it is a much
“Younger” faith than Christianity or Judaism, and thus further back
in what has been called the curve of civilizational development (this
is sometimes expressed in the historically illiterate use of “medieval” to describe contemporary extremism). Well-meaning writers
use this sort of description to recommend patience and tolerance
towards a tradition that has not yet matured properly; not-so-wellmeaning observers treat it as confirming what they believe to be the
essentially “anti-modern” character of Islam.
But what both ignore is what might be called the sheer density
of tradition: an accumulation of reflective life whose roots are deep
in the Western Asian world before even the rise of the religion itself.
Modern Muslim primitivism, whose excesses and atrocities are so

regularly portrayed in our media, gives no sense whatever of this
“density”—of the sophistication of moral and spiritual thought and
the intense intellectual life of early Muslim communities. Alongside the radical newness of the Qur’an, Islamic culture built on an
existing deposit of thought, often expressed in aphorisms and short
narratives: the first great figures of Islam inhabited a world that
was very far from the stereotype of simple desert-dwelling warriors
beloved of contemporary essayists. The trade routes of the Western
Asian world in the seventh and eighth Christian centuries were channels of intellectual as well as material exchange: texts, stories and
sayings travelled with the traders of the day and mingled creatively
in the various centers of commerce and conversation that punctuated these routes.
And this is the world we find in the extraordinary collection of
stories, prayers and aphorisms that is presented to us in this elegant
translation by Tahera Qutbuddin. It is certainly a world in which
war fare is frequently present and in which the metaphors and idioms
of the desert are omnipresent; a world in which a great intellectual
figure can also be both a skilled military strategist and a poet of
elegies and encomia woven around
armed conflict: this collection
contains poetry that, in its subject
matter, would not be alien to the
early medieval West, the heroic
laments and celebrations of Welsh
or Anglo-Saxon verse from roughly
the same period. But this is only
a small corner of a remarkably diverse palette. Ali ibn Abi Talib was
of course a military leader among
other things, but a military leader
in the Western Europe of the day
would have been most of unlikely also to have produced prayers of
eloquence and intensity, philosophical considerations of the “grammar” of God’s eternity and self-sufficiency, and “wisdom” sayings
of profound economy and insight.
...
Click here to read further on FatemiDawat.com
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