A Weekly Newsletter by Fatemi Dawat
January
22nd
26
August
20162016

Issue: 133
Issue:

2413th
Zil Qa’datil
Haram 1437H
Rabi al-Aakhar

Updates
Syedna TUS Doa Message
Bihar, Italy, and Louisiana

Sijill
Article
Updates

The Energy and Promise of Shabab
Syedna Taher Saifuddin – “Betterment
ofAnnouncements
Humanity” – Photo Narrative andSijill
Amal
(From
82) Detail

Milad Imam-uz-zaman

Announcement & Amal
Details
News and Events
Syedna Taher Saifuddin RA Milad
Shz Dr Abdeail Bs leads
Majlis
Janaza namaaz in London

Syedna TUS Doa Message

Bihar, Italy, and Louisiana
His Holiness Syedna Taher Fakhruddin TUS, head of the Dawoodi Bohra Muslim
community prays for the victims of natural disasters world-wide, which have taken
many lives and devastated families, homes and businesses in the past week. The floods
in Bihar, India, the floods in Louisiana, USA, and the severe earthquake in central Italy
have all taken hundreds of lives, destroyed and damaged thousands of homes, and devastated families. Syedna Fakhruddin prays may Allah taala grant strength to all those
who have lost loved ones, all those who have been injured, and all those whose homes
and businesses have been damaged or lost.
Syedna Fakhruddin commends the swift response of rescue and relief efforts
mounted by governments, relief organisations and volunteers to help in this time of
need. Syedna Fakhruddin has
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this group ‘Shabab’.”
Syedna recited his own verse: O Lord, in the service of the
progeny of the Wasi Ali, turn my old age into youth (‘aya rabbij’alan fi khidmati ibn-il-wassiyyil murtada shaybi shababi’). Syedna
Taher Saifuddin mandated that the constitution of Shabab was the
service and the khidmat of Dai, and Da’wat, and the welfare of
Mumineen. On this occasion, Syedna Taher Saifuddin designated
Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin as Zaeem al-Shabab (leader of the
Shabab). Local Shabab units were formed in all major cities where
Mumineen resided. In all centers, Mumbai in particular, the Shabab
undertook many projects and activities for Da’wat khidmat and
Mumineen’s welfare.
There are many, many anecdotes about Syedna Taher Saifuddin spending many hours with youngsters – he intently listened
about their interests, their challenges and their aspirations and
spent priceless hours providing counsel and advise. He instilled in
many of them a sense of purpose, balance, and direction in life.
Syedna Taher Saifuddin listened with understanding and made it
a priority to guide them through both small and big challenges in
their lives.
Youth is a time filled with energy and promise. Syedna Taher
Saifuddin’s guidance resulted in many youngsters of our community personally and collectively contributing a great deal to the khidmat of Dawat and the welfare of Mumineen. At the same time, they

achieved great milestones in their own lives as lawyers, doctors
and businessmen. They contributed – and continue to contribute
– to their community and the society they live in. Through Syedna
Taher Saifuddin’s guidance of their own engagement and involvement in activities, they became more passionate, kind, and successful persons.
The spirit of Shabab continues today as it has in the time of
the 52nd and the 53rd Dais. For example, the work of the Sijill team
is one of the many manifestations of the dedicated effort and energy of youngsters who have been guided, nurtured and pricelessly
counseled by Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin. His successor, Syedna
Taher Fakhruddin TUS, continues to engage, inspire, and guide
youngsters today.
It is easy, especially in this day and age, to become disillusioned and apathetic. However often apathy results in many missed
opportunities. In the context of the challenges faced by Dawat today, are also immense opportunities, particularly for Shabab. There
are many youngsters who are actively involved in Dawat today and
we invite more to do so. Rightly guided activism can be incredibly
engaging and fulfilling. The program announced below is to allow
for an opportunity for youngsters in our community to develop a
better understanding of Dawat, to get involved, and to make a
difference.

Syedna Taher Saifuddin – “Betterment of Humanity” –
Photo Narrative - (From Sijill 82)
During the course of his 53 years as Dai, the impact Syedna
Taher Saifuddin RA had on our community is immeasurable. His
contribution in the sphere of ‘ilm was unparalleled; he wrote over
40 Risalats, over 10,000 verses of poetry (in Arabic), 1000’s of
sabaqs, sermons (waaz) and bayaans. He built hundreds of schools,
not only for religious education but also for secular schooling. His
dedication to mumineen’s wellbeing and welfare was incomparable; he regularly held bethaks and gave personal attention to each
mumin, often sitting with them late into the night. His organization of the administration of Dawat and expansion of its infrastructure was remarkable; he established and organized departments
and built masjids, mazaars, madrasas and zarihs. His efforts in the
defense of Dawat were extraordinary; he fought and defended 28
court cases (reminiscent of the 28 battles Rasulullah SA fought).
His dedication to prayer and ‘ibaadat was exemplary; he fasted
every Ramadan without missing a single roza his entire life, he
led Imaamat namaaz in the Masjid every morning and every night
(his first year as Dai he prayed all five faraz in the Masjid), and
prayed two rak’ats in the middle of every night for mumineen. His
efforts in travelling to places where mumineen resided were tireless; he travelled all across India and all across the globe, even using
bullock-carts where necessary, and spent many months in faraway
towns. All of these efforts were for the community, for mumineen,
and for Dawat. Throughout all of these efforts for Dawat, Syedna
Taher Saifuddin also had an impact on wider Muslim community
and humanity at large.
We are pleased to present a photo narrative of Syedna
Taher Saifuddin RA on FatemiDawat.com that highlights these
extraordinary facets of his life. Click here to read the brief description of the legacy that Syedna Taher Saifuddin built in 53
years and view the respective photos.
In the beginning of Syedna Taher Saifuddin’s reign, a Muslim
leader in Delhi declared the Bohra faith and their leader as “unIslamic.” Syedna Taher Saifuddin wrote to the leader and began
a dialogue with him clarifying the misunderstandings that he had

about the Bohra community and its teachings. Eventually, this Muslim leader invited Syedna Taher Saifuddin to Delhi and received him

at the train station with over 10,000 Muslims.
When Syedna Taher Saifuddin was conferred the Chancellorship of Aligarh Muslim University, the Vice-Chancellor, Dr. Zakir
Husain introduced him to the audience at the start of the day’s
program. He said in his speech that, “until now, all those who had
held the Chancellorship had their own seal or coin (sikka).” [He was
referring to all the Nawabs and local rulers who had coins stamped
in their name in their emirate or kingdom]. Dr. Zakir Husain went
on to say that, “Syedna Taher Saifuddin has no such seal” (inka koi
sikka nahi hein). As the hall was rendered silent, Dr. Zakir Husain
concluded, “his seal is on the hearts of all Muslims” (inka sikka
musalmaano ke dil pein hein). Soon after, Dr. Zakir Husain became
the Vice-President and then President of India.
Click here to read the full article.
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Announcement & Amal Details

Syedna Taher Saifuddin RA Milad Majlis
Bakersfield, USA
On 27 Zil Qa’da, the auspicious occasion of 51st Dai Syedna Taher Saifuddin RA Milad Mubarak, Syedna Taher
Fakhruddin TUS will preside over Milad Majlis in Bakersfield, CA.

broadcast will be available for replay shortly soon after - click here
for the link. Mumineen are invited for Salawat Khushi jaman after
Majlis.
Mumineen, Muminaat, and their children should do the following
amal on this auspicious occasion

London, UK
On 27mi raat of Zil Qa’da (28th August, Sunday) Shehzada Abdeali
Bhaisaheb Saifuddin will lead Maghreb Isha namaaz and preside
over Milad Majlis at North Finchley. Mumineen are invited for Salawat Khushi jaman before Maghreb Isha namaaz (at 530pm). Please
RSVP to fatemidawatuk@gmail.com or 07980100584.
Mumbai, India
On 27mi raat of Zil Qa’da (28th August, Sunday) Shehzada Husain Bhaisaheb Burhanuddin will lead Maghrib Isha namaaz and
preside over Milad majlis in Iwan-e-Fatemi, Darus Sakina, Mumbai.
Shehzada saheb will also deliver bayaan in this Majlis. The Majlis

•

Pray the Qasida mubaraka “Ya ayyuhat-Tayyibu watTaheru” written by Syedna Taher Saifuddin RA in the
Shaan of Imamuz-zaman.

•

Pray the Qasida “Nooru muhayyaka ya sayfal huda
laami’u” written by Syedna Mohammed Burhanuddin RA in shaan of Syedna Taher Saifuddin on his Milad in 1352H.

•

Pray the Dawat ni Zaban salaam written by Syedna
Khuzaima Qutbuddin RA “Ay saifedin sarwar hazaaro salaam”

•

Mumineen should also do tasbeeh of the name of
Syedna Taher Saifuddin RA.

Announcement

Ashara Mubaraka 1438H
It is the unique and auspicious tradition
of our hudaat that we begin each year with
zikar and noha of Imam Husain SA. And by
the virtue of Imam Husain’s remembrance we
receive the barakaat of ‘ilm of Aale Mohammed SA in the ten days of Ashara Mubaraka.
It is indeed a great ne’mat to receive these
barakaat from the Dai of Imamuz-zamaan. It
strengthens and rejuvenates our spirits for the

upcoming year and increases our darajaat in
Aakherat.
In 1438H, Syedna Taher Fakhruddin TUS
will deliver Ashara Mubaraka waaz in Mumbai
at Iwan-e-Fatemi, Darus Sakina inshaallah.
Syedna TUS has also bestowed raza for
Ashara Mubaraka waaz in New Jersey, USA,
and London, UK.
Further details will be published soon.

Five Day Youngsters Gathering in Mumbai
With the raza mubarak of Syedna Taher Fakhruddin TUS,
Fatemi Dawat is organizing a five day gathering called the Fatemi Dawat Affinity Program for young Mumineen. It is the wish
of Maulana TUS that the youngsters of our Dawat participate in
this event which aims to establish a sense of unity, friendship, and
strength among the participants. The program also aims to set
Mumineen and Muminaat on a path of greater understanding and
appreciation for the mission of Dawat and aspires to inculcate an
attitude of activism in them so that they may come together in doing general good for their communities and the world at large.
Dawat History and Current Issues Q&A, and
Community Service
The first two days of the program aim to establish the basic
fundamentals of our identity as Mumineen and will provide the opportunity to ask questions and discuss issues especially pertinent
to youngsters today. It will also aim to foster a social awareness
and an attitude of activism by exposing and encouraging participation in the current social work occurring in Dawat and other local
organizations.

Hill Station Outing
The next three days of
the program will be an exciting recreational outing in a
beautiful hill station a short
distance from Mumbai. Enjoyable and fun activities will be
organized along with plenty
of opportunities to relax, talk
and inshaallah build lasting
friendships.
Other Logistical Details
The program will be from 28 Rabi ul Awwal to 2 Rabi ul
Aakhar 1438H (27 December 2016 to 31 December 2016). Although the program is part sponsored, there will be a limited cost
(approx Rs 5,000) per participant (not including airfare/ travel expenses to and from Mumbai). Sponsorship is available for those
who cannot afford, please email us at shabab@fatemidawat.com
for further details.
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Registration Details
All Mumineen and Muminaat, ages 16 to 35, interested in
attending this program should fill out the form. There are limited
places available, so please register by September 5th. Once we receive all forms, based on availability of places, we will email you
an invitation and further logistical information regarding the exact
schedule, living accommodations, transportation arrangements
etc. Please do not purchase tickets prior to receiving an invitation.

Click here to register now.
Contact us at shabab@fatemidawat.com or call
Marya ben Khairullah (+1313-886-4943) or Tasneem ben Chhil
(+919821072054) if you have any questions about participating or
are interested in volunteering in the organization of the program.

Hikaayat Series

“The Blind Man and the Lame”
Hikaayat (lit. stories) refers to the morals and fables that are
presented in the books of Da’wat. Many of these Hikaayat are
presented in the Rasail of Ikhwanus Safa. The morals presented
in these stories often highlight the transience of this world and
the importance of the goodness of character. We are pleased to
present a selection of these Hikaayat on Fatemidawat.com.
Below is an excerpt from
the hikayat (translated by Dr Shatha Almutawa) presented with illustrations by Tahera Vajihi.
There is an Indian parable
about two men in India: a blind
man and a paralyzed man. They
were travel companions, and
they passed by a farm, which
drew them. The owner of the
farm saw them, and noticed
their poverty and misery, so he
had mercy on them and said to
them: What do you say that I
bring you into my farm, so you may take shelter in it and eat from
it what you need and what satiates you of what I give you, so that

you do not lust after the fruits and destroy them.
They said, “How would we hurt your farm when we have
these chronic illnesses and our condition is so bad. One of us
is blind and the other is paralyzed! And how would we eat the
fruits when they are at the top of the trees?”
The owner of the farm said to them, “Enter the place and
take a seat.” He asked the caretaker of the farm to take care of
them, and said to him, “Protect them, treat them well, and bring
them something from the fruits of the farm that would be good
for them.”
He said, “I have heard and will obey.”
The owner of the farm went on his way, and the two men
remained there for a while with the caretaker giving them what
they need. The fruits ripened, and became plentiful and beautiful, so the paralyzed man said to the blind man one day, “Alas!
Your legs are healthy, and there are in the trees in this farm with
many kinds of fruits and all types of edibles, and the caretaker
doesn’t bring us any of the good stuff, so what should we do
about that?”
Click here to read the full story with illustrations on
FatemiDawat.com

Article’s from Previous Newsletters

Biography and Photo Gallery
Syedna Taher Fakhruddin TUS
Click here to read more

Fatimid History Series
Eid-ul-Fitar Celebrations
Click here to read more

Finance in Fatemi-Tayyibi
Doctrine
Everything that you Wanted to know
about Complex Islamic Finance in
Simple Terms
Click here to read more

This newsletter will inshaallah be published every Friday. It will include the latest news and instructions from Syedna Fakhruddin’s office and will be published in Dawat-ni-zaban
and Gujarati. It will also highlight the latest updates on FatemiDawat.com. Please register to receive the newsletter regularly at info@fatemidawat.com
Sijill is an Arabic word which literally means official letter. It was a term often used in the Fatimid chancery. The name is inspired by the most auspicious letter ‘Sijill-ul-Bisharat’.
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