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Disagreement Of The Jurists

A Selection from Syedna al-Qadi al-Nu’man’s Kitaab
This week we are
pleased to present the beginning of a new series of
excerpts from Syedna alQadi al Numan’s RA, Disagreement of the Jurists.
All Muslims believe
in one qibla, one Rasul, and
one Quran. Given this basic
unity, why do they disagree in their interpretation
of Islam? In Kitab Ikhtilaf
Usul al-Madhahib (Disagreements of the Jurists),
Maulana Qadi l-Nu’man explains the causes of, and issues arising from, the dispute among Muslim scholars regarding the
prescriptions of the Shariat. He explains that Rasulullah’s SA Islam
is followed by following Ali, and the Imams after him, the one true
Guide in every age, who inherits Rasulullah’s Nass, and who provides the correct interpretation of the Quran and the Sunnat. In our
age, Rasulullah’s heir is our Imam al-zaman Tayyib SA, who guides
us through his Dai and Na’ib Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin TUS.
Syedna Qadi l-Nu’man (d. 363/974) was a Dai and Qadi (judge)
of the Fatimid zuhoor Imams al-Mahdi, al-Qa’im, al-Mansur, and alMoiz. Moiz Imam said in praise of Qadi l-Nu’man’s sincere devotion
(ikhlaas), that “if anyone brings me one hundredth of Nu’man’s ikhlaas, I will personally guarantee him Paradise.” Qadi l-Nu’man was
a prolific author and wrote many books on a variety of subjects, including fiqh, ta’wil, and history. Explicitly endorsed by Moiz Imam,
these books are considered foundational in the Fatimid-Tayyibi Dawat library. Among the best known are Da’a’im al-Islam (Pillars of
Islam), Asas al-Ta’wil (Foundation of Esoteric Interpretation), and
Sharh al-akhbar (Explication of Historical Reports).
On FatemiDawat.com we have published a selection from the
prologue and first chapter of Qadi l-Nu’man’s Kitab Ikhtilaf usul al-

madhahib (translated by Professor Devin Stewart, titled Disagreements of the Jurists, Library of Arabic Literature, New York University Press, 2015, pp. 5-15). Presented below is an excerpt from the
selection. To read the full selection – on the causes of disagreement
– visit FatemiDawat.com
… the reliably transmitted report from ʿAlī, God’s
blessings upon him, that he said, upon witnessing the people’s disagreement after the passing of the Messenger of God: “Were the mat
for dispensing justice folded for me, and were I to sit before the people, I would judge among the people of the Qur’an by the Qur’an,
among the people of the Torah by the Torah, and among the people
of the Gospel by the Gospel. No two people would disagree over
a single ruling of the religion.”; the reliably transmitted report from
the Messenger of God: “The best judge among you is ʿAlī.” …
In the ability to judge is combined all knowledge that
the people need regarding God’s lawful and unlawful things, the
obligations that He has imposed, and His rulings. Concerning these
things, the people must submit to the one whose knowledge was attested to and prayed for by the Messenger. During the entire extent
of ʿAlī’s life after the passing of the Messenger of God, those who
had followed the Messenger before him found themselves needing
to consult him concerning the religious law, while ʿAlī had no need
to consult or ask anyone at all about such matters. This is one of the
things that engendered anger toward ʿAlī on the part of those who
had been regularly consulted and to whom people referred concerning matters about which they disagreed. An example of this is the
reliably transmitted report attributed to ʿAlī according to which
he often used to command, “Ask me before you lose me.” He also
stated, “My eyelids never shut, nor did sleep ever enter my head even
one day during the days of my life with the Messenger of God until I
had learned the permitted and forbidden things that Gabriel, peace
be upon him, had brought down that day, whether a report from the
Prophet or a citation from the Scripture. So ask me, for you will not
find anyone more knowledgeable about what is between the Scripture’s two covers than I. There is no verse in the Qur’an but that I
learned when it was revealed and about what it was revealed.” …

Sijill Volume Two

An E-Book of Sijills 51 to 100
We are pleased to present the second volume of Sijill: the
Weekly Newsletter of FatemiDawat.com. This volume contains
issues 51 - 100, and it corresponds to the second year of the 53rd
Dai-l-Mutlaq, Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin’s TUS tenure as Dai.
This volume covers one lunar year, a full Misri calendar year from
Imamuz-Zaman SA Milad in 1436H to Imamuz-Zaman SA Milad in
1437H, 3rd Rabiul Aakhar 1436H to 29th Rabiul Awwal 1437H - a
total of 50 weeks. It chronicles the major events, directives and
teachings of Syedna Qutbuddin’s Fatemi Dawat. Sijill attempts to
engage mumineen spiritually through understanding of our philosophy and prayers, and socially by connecting mumineen to each
other and the current events of Daiz Zaman.
Sijill Volume 2The issues of this volume were published during a historic period in Dawat. This year saw the beginning of the
final hearing of the declaratory suit filed by Syedna in the Bombay
High Court and Syedna Qutbuddin’s cross examination. The year
was also the year of significant outreach to mumineen as well

as other dignitaries and officials, such as Syedna’s meeting with
the President of India in New Delhi. However most importantly,
Sijill has presented to Mumineen all over the world, with the
utmost humility and respect, the bayaans and messages of Syedna
Qutbuddin, especially during the mubarak months of Shehrullah
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al-Mu’azzam and Ashara Mubaraka.
The Sijill community is ever expanding and has increased
about many folds in the last year. Sijill and the Fatemi Dawat website are a manifestation of Syedna Qutbuddin’s vision for Mumineen to be actively engaged in Deen and Dunya. The Sijill Team
has significantly expanded and developed the scope of the content
presented such as the Fatemi Dawat Health initiative, the Fatimid
Art & Architecture series etc. FatemiDawat.com was aggressively
re-organized to improve accessibility and user experience, including but not limited to the Amal Details, Qasidas/Marsiyas/Salaams
sections. We hope the website will continue to facilitate thousands
of more and more Mumineen in bandagi and prayer. Given that our
website now has over 1300 pages, perhaps most importantly, a

comprehensive and robust search feature was added to help Mumineen find material efficiently.
This collection of the second year’s issues, and the weekly
Sijill, are published with Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin’s RUS raza
and doa mubarak.
May Allah Ta’ala grant our beloved Aqamola Syedna Khuzaima Qutbuddin longest life till Yawm-e-Qiyamat, and may He keep
Mumineen Mukhleseen in security and happiness under his benign
shade.to Mumineen all over the world, with the utmost humility
and respect, the bayaans and messages of Syedna Qutbuddin,
especially during the mubarak months of Shehrullah al-Mu’azzam
and Ashara

Article’s from Previous Newsletters

Syedna’s Bayaan Excerpt
79th Milad Mubarak Bayaan
Click here to read more

Hikaayat
The foxes and the Wolf
Click here to read more

1437H Hijri Calendar
Click here to read more

This Newsletter
This newsletter will inshaallah be published every Friday. It will include the latest news and instructions from Syedna Qutbuddin’s office and will be published in
Dawat-ni-zaban and Gujarati. It will also highlight the latest updates on fatemidawat.com. Please register to receive the newsletter regularly at info@fatemidawat.com
Sijill is an Arabic word which literally means official letter. It was a term often used in the Fatimid chancery.
The name is inspired by the most auspicious letter ‘Sijill-ul-Bisharat’.
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