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EX-TRUMP ADVISER
INDICTED FOR CONTEMPT
OF CONGRESS

A US federal grand jury has
indicted Steve Bannon, a one-time
adviser to former President Donald
Trump, charging him with contempt
of Congress.
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HARRY KANE NETS
SPECTACULAR
HAT-TRICK

Anju Turambekar, first
woman technical
director of a men's
football club in
India.

A right-footed scissor kick from the England
captain did more than just complete a
perfect hat trick against Albania after a
header and left-footed strike. It completed a
5-0 victory on Friday.

COLONEL, KIN AMONG 26 Naxals slain
7 DEAD IN AMBUSH in Gadchiroli
FPJ NEWS SERVICE / Imphal

The Colonel’s WhatsApp
status, perhaps, best captured
his spirit – ‘Life Will Be Lived
Henceforth.’

BETWEEN
THE LINES

INDIA BLOWS HOT ON
FOSSIL FUEL DRAFT

India's environment and climate
minister, Bhupender Yadav, took
aim at a draft deal at the United
Nations climate summit on
Saturday, saying he disagreed
with the language on fossil fuel
subsidies and that the draft
lacked balance. In one of the
strongest criticisms of the COP26
draft deal, Yadav said
developing nations had the right
to use the remainder of the socalled global "carbon budget", or
the amount of carbon dioxide
the world can release before
warming crosses the 1.5 degree
Celsius threshold. "Mr President
thank you for your efforts to
build consensus," he told
Britain's COP26 president, Alok
Sharma, at a so-called
stocktaking plenary. "I am afraid,
however, the consensus
remained elusive. "In such a
situation, how can anyone
expect that developing countries
can make promises about
phasing out coal and fossil fuel
subsidies when developing
counties have still to deal with
their development agendas and
poverty eradication?" The issue
of subsidies for oil, gas and coal
has become a major sticking
point at the summit, where
negotiators have already missed
a Friday deadline to strike an
agreement aimed at keeping
alive a goal to limit global
warming to 1.5C.

BANDRA RLY COPS
GET BOMB THREAT

An alert was sounded in
Mumbai after Bandra Railway
Police Station on Saturday
received phone a call warning of
a possible bomb attack. Security
has been beefed up and all
sister agencies have been
informed, Commissioner of
Police, Railways, Mumbai,
Quaiser Khalid, said. The officer
said that the caller has been
traced and that an inquiry into
the matter is underway. He also
said that there is no need to
panic or worry.

PM CHAIRS MEET ON
CRYPTOCURRENCY
PM Modi chaired a key meeting
on the way forward on cryptocurrency on Saturday,
government sources said, amid
concerns over misleading claims
of huge returns on cryptocurrency investment. The issues
of unregulated crypto markets
and that they cannot be allowed
to become avenues for "money
laundering and terror financing"
were discussed at the meet. The
need to stop the attempts to
mislead the youth through "overpromising and non-transparent
advertising" was also touched
upon at the meet. The meeting
came even as the Congress
alleged a multi-crore Bitcoin
scam and its cover-up by the BJP
government in Karnataka.

The Commanding Officer of Khuga
Battalion of Assam Rifles, his wife and
8-year-old son, besides four personnel of
the paramilitary force were killed in an
ambush near the border with Myanmar,
shattering the tenuous peace in the Manipur hills.
Manipur Chief Minister N Biren
Singh told a news portal that ‘‘the incident took place when armed men infiltrated 4 km into Manipur from Myanmar". He added that they had no information about whether the assailants

Attack in Manipur near border
with Myanmar; CM says
assailants had sneaked 4-km
into Indian territory

had returned to Myanmar. But a counter-operation has been launched to hunt
them down. The Commanding Officer,
Colonel Viplav Tripathi, was returning
from a forward area camp when his convoy was ambushed. He and his family
are believed to have died on the spot.
A Manipur-based terrorist outfit, the
People's Liberation Army, is believed to

be behind the attack, though no group
has claimed responsibility. Manipur is
home to several armed groups fighting
for either greater autonomy or secession. For decades, the Army has been
deployed in the area that shares the border with China, Myanmar, Bangladesh
and Bhutan.
According to electronic media sources,
at least four insurgent groups active in
the area carried out the ambush. An improvised explosive device, or IED, was
detonated, triggering a blast, before
heavy firing ensued from both sides of
the road.
CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

4-day curfew in Amravati,
violence during BJP bandh
SANJAY JOG / Amravati
A four-day curfew has been clamped in Amravati city, which witnessed fresh violence on
Saturday during a bandh organised by local
BJP workers. The latter were protesting
against
the
rallies
organised by Muslim organisations on Friday to condemn the recent flare-up in
Tripura. The Maharashtra
Police had to deploy four
companies of the State Reserve Police Force and an
additional 125 police personnel to rein in the mob.
Internet services too have
been suspended for three days to prevent rumour mongering, disclosed Amravati city
Commissioner of Police Arti Singh.
Home Minister Dilip Walse-Patil, who is
monitoring the situation and holding talks
with senior officials, has condemned the vio-

lence which took place during the Muslim
protest rallies at Amravati, Nanded and
Malegaon. He told the Free Press Journal:
The situation is now under control. As far as
Amravati is concerned, the police are
keeping a close vigil to maintain peace and
law and order.’’
“We condemn the violence. I spoke to Leader of
Opposition Devendra Fadnavis and the Amravati MP
to help maintain social harmony. We are focusing on
keeping the situation under
control,” said Walse Patil.
He further urged the people
not to succumb to rumours
and called upon Hindus and Muslims to exercise restraint.
On Saturday morning, hundreds of people,
many of them holding saffron flags and raising slogans, poured into the Rajkamal Chowk
area of Amravati. CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

First dose: 100% coverage

BMC urges pending 35 lakh beneficiaries
to take their second dose
SWAPNIL MISHRA
Mumbai
Nearly ten months after the
nationwide Covid-19 vaccination programme was rolled
out, the BMC on Saturday afternoon achieved 100 per cent
first dose coverage.
According to civic officials,
the city’s eligible population
above 18 years of age is
92,36,546, and they have administered 92,39,902 benefiTotal - 1,52,85,884
1st dose - 92,53,482
2nd dose - 60,32,402

ciaries with the first dose, as
per the CoWin dashboard.
Moreover, 65 per cent of the
population, i.e. 59,83,452 people, have received both doses.
They attribute the success to
decentralisation and opening of Covid vaccine centres
in each ward. “In the morning session today (Saturday),
the target of administering
the first dose to 92,36,500 citizens has been achieved. This
includes vaccinations at all
government, municipal and
private centres in Mumbai,”
said a BMC official.
CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

Body of Bihar
RTI activist
found burnt
ONINE REPORT / Patna
The body of a 22-year-old
journalist and RTI activist,
who was kidnapped four
days ago, was found on Friday evening - burned and
tossed by the roadside - near
a village in Bihar's Madhubani district, reports
NDTV.
Buddhinath Jha, alias
Avinash Jha, was a journalist working with a local
news portal. He disappeared
two days after he uploaded a
CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

Over 37% city samples
found to be diabetic
41 per cent of males and 34 per cent of females

SWAPNIL MISHRA
Mumbai
As per a report by a leading
diagnostics firm, over 41 per
cent of male and 34 per cent
of female samples from the
city have been diagnosed
with diabetes.
The Mumbai-based SRL diagnostic lab's retrospective
data of 2,92,213 tests for
HbA1c -- from January 2017
till September 2021 -revealed an alarming spike
in the number of cases. The
lab mentioned that 37 per
cent of the samples were diagnosed with diabetes; so,

there is an urgent need for
awareness among Mumbaikars.
“One in six people with diabetes in the world is from
India. As of 2019, India had
the second-highest number

of diabetes patients aged between 20 and 79 years, with
close to 77 million living with
diabetes. However, what is
more alarming is that a staggering number of the population is also living with prediabetes which can be prevented from turning into a
chronic condition. Early diagnosis,
extensive
awareness and lifestyle interventions are required to
keep our future generations
healthier,” said the head of
biochemistry, SRL Diagnostics, Mumbai, Dr Kshama Pimalgaonkar.
CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

School sought undertaking from parents that they won't complain about fees

HC asks Pune school to take back expelled child
URVI MAHAJANI
Mumbai

The Bombay High Court has directed a
Pune school to “unconditionally” take
back an expelled student after his parents refused to give an undertaking for
not filing any more complaints regarding the school fees.
A division bench of justices Shahrukh
Kathawalla and Madhav Jamdar came
down heavily on the school for seeking
an undertaking from the parents.
The judges have also observed that
“the school will not only provide the
study material but will also ensure that

extra classes are held for the child.”
“The school will not insist that the parent will comply with any other condition save and except what is stated in
the order,” said the court, adding that
even “the parent must also cooperate

with the school.” The HC has asked both
software engineers’ parents to pay Rs
91,000 for the current academic year.
The court was hearing a petition filed
by the father of the class VI student of
Orbis School at Pune. He was issued a
transfer certificate for his child on May
7, 2021.
“The student is suffering from chronic
kidney disease. This is how you treat
students? You have set up the school to
behave in this manner?” said justice
Kathawalla adding that the school will
have to take the child back. He also
termed the school as a “temple of learning”.
CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

Judges say
they have to
wear masks
OUR BUREAU
New Delhi

T

he Supreme Court on
Saturday expressed
grave concern about the
dire situation caused by the
deteriorating air quality in
Delhi, with the Chief Justice
of India saying that the
situation is so bad that
judges are forced to wear
masks at home.
The exasperated CJI also
suggested two days of
lockdown to tackle the
industrial and vehicle
pollution. "Tell us how soon
we can reduce AQI by 200
points," he said. A special
bench chaired by him also
asked the Centre and the
concerned State governments
for details of ‘Happy seeder’
machines supplied to farmers.

CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

Dead include Milind Teltumbde, who was wanted
by NIA in the Koregaon caste riots case

SANJAY JOG
Mumbai
At least 26 Naxals were
killed in an encounter with
the C60 unit of the Maharashtra Police in the Gadchiroli district forest on Saturday. Three police personnel
were also seriously injured
and have been ferried to
Nagpur by helicopter for
treatment.
Notorious and dreaded
Naxal operative Milind Teltumbde, an accused in the
Bhima-Koregaon violence
case, has also been reportedly killed in the encounter. He
was wanted by the National
Investigation Agency (NIA)
and the Pune police in the Elgar Parishad-Koregaon Bhima caste riots case.
"So far, the bodies of 26
Naxals have been recovered
from the forest," said Superintendent of Police (SP)
Ankit Goyal. The encounter
that started on Friday night
is continuing.

Goyal said that the gunbattle started at Korchi in the
Mardintola forest area when
a C-60 police commando
team was conducting a
search operation led by additional SP Somay Munde.
While the identity of the
slain Naxals was yet to be ascertained, according to
sources, a top rebel leader
was suspected to be among
them.
Home
Minister
Dilip
Walse-Patil lauded the action
taken by the police against
the
Maoists
in
the
Gyarapatti forest. "I am
proud of our police," WalsePatil said. "I congratulate the
Maharashtra Police, especially Gadchiroli Police, for
this achievement," he added.
"Today's action is a remarkable achievement not only in
the history of the state but
also in the history of the
country. This action is crucial for the security of the
state. In this operation,
CONTD. ON NATION PAGE

WHO IS TOP
NAXALITE
TELTUMBDE?
FPJ DESK / Mumbai

Milind Teltumbde, a top
Naxalite who is believed to
have died in the encounter,
was also involved in the Bhima-Koregaon
Elgar
Parishad case. The NIA had
slapped him with almost 2
dozen charges, including
under the stringent UAPA. A
central committee member
of the banned CPI (Maoist),
Teltumbde had carried a reward of Rs 50 lakh on his
head. During the investigation, it was revealed that
senior leaders of CPI
(Maoist) were in contact
with the organizers of Elgar
Parishad. Teltumbde was allegedly responsible for the
CPI (Maoist) making in-

roads ‘‘through the members of Kabir Kala Munch
and other frontal organizations," NIA had said.
“Milind Teltumbde also organised training camps for
imparting weapons training
to the other accused persons
in the Koregaon case," NIA
had charged. The identity of
the slain Naxals is yet to be
ascertained and the claim
about Teltumbde being
among the deceased is based
on unconfirmed reports.
The team which eliminated the 26 Naxalites in a single encounter had started
with just 60 commandos; it
has female staff as well.

MUMBAI

MSRTC strike: talks between Parab, BJP legislator fail

MUMBAI: Even though over 1,500 MSRTC employees have
returned to work, the strike continued on Saturday as talks
between transport minister Anil Parab and BJP legislator
Gopichand Padalkar who came on behalf of the employees
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LEAVING BAGGAGE BEHIND

Max bag losses on suburban lines
KAMAL MISHRA
kamal.mishra@fpj.co.in

The Mumbai Central Division of
Western Railway’s Railway Protection Force (RPF) has retrieved and
returned lost, misplaced or stolen
baggage of passengers. This year,
till November 10, 758 missing bags
valued at Rs 1.06 crore have been retrieved and handed over to rightful
owners. Nearly 90 per cent of cases
are of suburban passengers who
forget things in the rush to board
trains.
In the last three-and-half years,
more than 7,500 cases of lost luggage
containing belongings valued at Rs
13 crore were solved by all the divisions of the Western and Central
Railway (WR and CR). Out of these
luggage pieces, more than 4,500 cases
were related to the Mumbai suburban railway section.
Not only CR and WR, other railway
zones also returned thousands of
pieces of lost luggage to rightful
owners. Around 23,500 cases of luggage left behind, valued at Rs 38.25
crore, were solved and goods restored to rightful owners by the Railway Protection Force (RPF) across
the country since January 2019.
Asked about comparatively more
cases of passenger belongings in

LOST AND FOUND
TILL NOV 10

758 cases
worth Rs 1.06 cr
solved

LAST 3.5 YEARS

7,500 cases
worth Rs 13 cr
solved

Work pressure,
tearing hurry and
getting distracted
by talking on
mobile phones

SINCE JAN 2019

23,500 cases
solved across India

suburban sections, a senior official
of the WR, said, “Work pressure,
tearing hurry and talking on mobile
phones are some of the reasons why

MAJOR
REASONS
FOR LOSING
BAGGAGE

people leave their luggage behind.”
Asked about the long distance passengers, the official said, “When they
reach the station at the last moment

(train is about to depart) then the
chance of misplacing the luggage is
very high. Sometimes, it may happen
due to the coolie’s fault, too.”
A senior RPF officer recalled that
on July 25 this year, at about 7.30 am,
a 20-year-old woman passenger, Neha
Nirmal Jain, a resident of Tamil
Nadu, came to the RPF office and
said that her bag containing jewellery worth Rs 3.84 lakh got exchanged with another passenger at
Borivali station platform number 7.
He said a team was formed and
CCTV footage was reviewed. It was
found that a coolie of another passenger was carrying the bag and
kept it in a red four-wheeler parked
on the east side of the station. As the
number plate of the said car was not
clearly visible in the footage, CCTVs
from the city were scanned to trace
the car.
On August 9, the Bandra terminus post of WR RPF received information through control that a passenger named Hussain Motiwala
had forgotten his bag on platform
number three of the terminus. Onduty RPF sub-inspector Arjun
Singh
Dhakad
immediately
reached the spot and recovered the
said bag, which was later handed
over to the passenger’s relative after verification.

Crime
branch
to
move
court
to
Court: Search
declare
Param
Bir
an
absconder
by woman
CRUISE DRUGS CASE

BHAVNA UCHIL
bhavna.uchil@fpj.co.in

panch illegal
Grants bail to Nupur Sathija

NCB moves court for
voice samples of
Malik’s son-in-law

STAFF REPORTER / Mumbai
A special court has found
that drug seizure from
Nupur Sathija, an accused in
the cruise drugs case, was illegal because mandatory
procedure for search and
seizure under the Narcotic
Drugs and Psychotropic Substances (NDPS) Act was not
followed.
In a detailed order made
available on Saturday, it said
she is entitled for bail on the
ground of illegal seizure and
breach of provision of Sec 42
of the NDPS Act. The provision deals with the power of
designated officers for entry,
search, seizure and arrest in
suspected narcotics cases. It
said in Sathija’s case, the
search was taken by a female
panch who is not an empowered officer to effect search
and hence there is breach of
the provision.
As per the Narcotics Control Bureau (NCB) case, the
agency had found Ecstasy
pills in sanitary pads in the
28-year-old’s room on the
cruise. Special judge VV
Patil under the NDPS Act
said that no lady officer was
present during her search.
Sathija’s advocate Ayaz
Khan had argued that her
search itself was illegal as it
was not taken by an authorized police officer. As per a
notification, he had told
court, officers of above the
rank of inspectors in the
NCB are empowered for

The NCB recently moved a
special court under the
Narcotic Drugs and
Psychotropic Substances
(NDPS) Act to collect the
voice samples of NCP leader
Nawab Malik’s son-in-law
Sameer Khan in a drugs case.
Special public prosecutor
Atul Sarpande for the agency
said they had approached
the court as they had found
certain material for which
they required the samples.
The agency had arrested
Khan along with UK national
Karan Sajnani and celebrity
manager Rahila
Furniturewala and others.
–Staff Reporter
search, seizure and arrest. He
had also contended that
Sathija’s arrest was also illegal as she being a woman,
was arrested by a male officer
and that too, without seeking
permission of the Judicial
Magistrate First Class.
The court noted in its order
that the panchnama reveals
the search was taken as per
instructions of an intelligence officer by a female
panch witness who was not
authorized for the same. It
also remarked that the
panchnama started and ended after sunset and before
sunrise, which is also against
the provisions of the law.

The crime branch is set to
move a magistrate court to
declare former city police
commissioner Param Bir
Singh an absconder in an extortion case lodged on the
complaint of a hotelierbuilder in which a court had
issued a non-bailable warrant against him recently.
The crime branch has been
unable to find Singh at his
residence to execute the nonbailable warrant that the
court had issued against
him. It recorded the statement of two workers at his
residence – one a cook, and
another a police guard. In
their statements, both have
said that Singh has not been
at the residence for the past
three months. One of them
said his family, too, has not

been residing there and that
he does not have knowledge
about their whereabouts.
After being declared an absconder, the crime branch
plans to attach Singh’s properties as per legal procedure
if he does not appear within
30 days of the proclamation
by the court.
In a separate development in
the same case, where dismissed assistant police inspector Sachin Vaze is a co-accused, an in-charge magistrate
extended the custody of Vaze
with the crime branch till
Monday. Special public prosecutor Shekhar Jagtap told the
court it needs to find the money trail as there was circulation of money after extortion.
During the last remand, it
had told the court that Vaze
had extorted cricket bookies.
It also told the court that he
was not providing them rele-

S

achin Vaze’s advocate Aarti
Kalekar told a magistrate
during the hearing of the
crime branch’s plea for
extension of his custody that
he is under tremendous
pressure from both the
Central and the state
governments and is
contemplating getting his
statement recorded before a
magistrate under Sec 164 of
the CrPC.

vant information on the former city police chief ’s
whereabouts for whom he
had extorted cricket bookies
by threatening arrest.
With Vaze’s custody extended till Monday, the Enforcement Directorate’s (ED) plan
to confront him with former
minister Anil Deshmukh,
while he is in its custody till
Monday, fell through.

ACTOR FACES FLAK AGAIN

BMC ELECTION

Quotas & delimitation delays

The rising threat to fair
democratic process
RUBEN MASCARENHAS AND
RATNABH MUKERJEI

T

he BMC elections in
Mumbai have always been
a paradox. At one level,
there has been historic public
apathy towards the local body
polls, wherein people don't
think of them as a 'bada'
election - like the Lok Sabha
and the Vidhan Sabha, which
elect our prime minister and
chief minister respectively. The
only exception to this rule was
in 2017, when Mumbai broke
all past records, and had its
highest voter turnout at
55.13%. However, on the other
hand, the BMC elections are
nothing short of a mini
assembly election, given the
sheer size of the BMC budget now at 39,000 crore, which is
greater than the budget of
several Indian states, and the
population of Mumbai - which
closes in on the 2 crore-mark
with every passing year.
What is truly disappointing is
that the entire electoral process
in the run up to the elections
has been delayed, with much
opacity. To begin with, the BMC
passed a resolution in March
2021 wherein reservations
were to remain unchanged for
10 years as against the existing
norm of 5 years, which is to say
that the seats reserved as per
gender and caste were to
remain the same for another 5year term beyond 2022. There
was great brouhaha in the
media about this being the rule
henceforth, but despite all the
noise, the proposal never
actually made it to the Urban
Development (UD) department,
or to either of the two houses
of the Legislative Assembly of
Maharashtra.
Ordinarily, reservations are
reallocated every 5 years
through a system of lottery &
rotation. For the February 2017
BMC polls, the whole process of
the reservation of wards was
completed by October 3, 2016.
Presently, for the 2022 elections,
there is no notification from the
UD department for the local
body's reallocation of

reservation, and it is only post
such a notification from the UD
department, that the Election
Commission will issue its own
order, and the BMC will
subsequently hold its lottery.
Moreover, this time around,
there is also the process of
delimitation, which ordinarily
would take into consideration
the change in the topography
and landscape in a particular
ward, due to various
developmental activities. This
year, there is also a strong
allegation of gerrymandering
against the powers that be, and
ward boundaries being unfairly
changed to suit partisan political
interest.
Allegations and counterallegations notwithstanding, an
excessively delayed reservation
declaration and delimitation
almost certainly ensures that
the electorate of a constituency
and their respective candidates
are not allowed to adequately
engage or build a relationship,
leaving voters in a state of an
ominous informational
asymmetry - which adversely
affects the quality of their
voting choices. The state
cabinet recently resolved to
increase the number of seats in
the BMC by 9, to reflect the
change in population as per the
2011 Census. Thus, the sum
total of seats will now stand at
236. This has led to further
confusion and ambiguity as to
how the delimitation scheme
will progress.
World over, election campaign
time is sufficiently long, so as to
enable percolation of ideas and

Matheran: Panel asked
to look into travel woes
URVI MAHAJANI
urvi.mahajani@fpj.co.in

Sion Koliwada Congress party workers protest near Wadala truck terminal police station on
Saturday against Kangana Ranaut's controversial statement.
–BL SONI

failed. Ironically, none of the unions came to hold talks with
Parab. “I have made a fresh appeal to call off the strike,” said
Parab, adding that the government will provide protection to
those who want to return to work.
–FPJ Political Bureau

The Bombay High Court has
asked the Matheran
Monitoring Committee to look
at the grievance raised by a
resident over lack of transport
for students, senior citizens
and the differently abled in the
hill station.
A vacation bench of Justices
Shahrukh Kathawalla and
Madhav Jamdar on Saturday
asked the Committee to give a
hearing to the residents and all
the concerned parties and
submit a report to HC within
two weeks.
The HC was hearing a petition

filed by Sunil Shinde, a retired
teacher, seeking to quash or
amend the notification issued
by the Ministry of
Environment, Forest and
Climate Change (MoEFCC) of
February 4, 2003 by which the
hill station and surrounding
regions was declared as
Ecologically Sensitive Zone
(ESZ). The notification
prohibited plying of all
vehicular traffic except
ambulances and fire engines.
Due to this notification, horses
and hand carts involving
human labour are used as
means of transport.
Full report on
www.freepressjournal.in

Unlicensed doc denied bail 1st yr MBBS students who fail supplementary exam to reappear next year
in newborn’s death case
CHAITALI DHARAMSHI
Mumbai

BHAVNA UCHIL
bhavna.uchil@fpj.co.in
Finding the offence serious, a sessions court
last week rejected the bail application of a man
who practised as a gynaecologist without license and also ran an unauthorised hospital.
The matter came to light when a newborn died
soon after delivery due to negligence of a nurse.
The complaint was lodged by the aggrieved
mother Sana Shaikh at the Shivaji Nagar police
station. She had registered in May this year at
New Lotus Hospital for treatment during pregnancy and for delivery. The accused, Qayamuddin Shaikh, had given her consultations. She experienced labour pain before the due date and
rushed to the hospital. There, she complained,
during over 2.5 hours of labour, there was no doctor present and the delivery was conducted by
nurses. The infant was born and she said she saw
her baby slip from the hands of a nurse and fall.
The nurse immediately called her mother and,
telling that the baby’s condition was critical, advised that they take him to another hospital.
They took the infant to another hospital, however, there was no ventilator available and they
were asked to go to yet another hospital, where he
was declared dead. Qayamuddin, on the letterhead of another hospital he runs, issued a death
certificate signed by another doctor stating the
child was ‘stillborn’. During the probe the police
found that Khan was not registered with the Maharashtra Medical Council and his hospital too
did not have the BMC’s permission to operate.
Khan had claimed bail by distancing himself
from the hospital, saying he had nothing to do
with it. He also denied giving treatment to
Shaikh and she had walked into the facility
that day for delivery.

Full report on www.freepressjournal.in

After 25 yrs, `20L
compensation for
medical negligence

National Consumer Dispute Redressal
TheCommission
(NCDRC) has directed a

Nallasopara hospital and one of its doctors
to pay a woman’s family Rs 20 lakh as
compensation and an additional Rs 1 lakh for
causing death due to medical negligence. It
dismissed the appeal challenging a February
2015 order passed by the Maharashtra State
Consumer Disputes Redressal Commission
ending a two-decade long legal battle by the
aggrieved family.
The order states that the awarded
compensation should be paid in full within
six weeks from November 11, failing which
an interest of 6 per cent per annum will be
levied on the entire amount till its realisation.
The case dates back to 1995 when Mayuri
Bramhbhat, who had a rare blood group, died
of heavy, uncontrolled bleeding during
childbirth. The victim’s family claimed she lost
her life because the doctor delayed the decision
to shift her to a better equipped hospital by
over five hours. They filed a case against the
hospital and the doctor and the state consumer
commission ruled in their favour, directing the
doctor and the hospital to compensate the
family with Rs 16 lakh in 2015. This order was
later challenged by the doctor before the
NCDRC.
–SWEETY ADIMULAM
Full report on www.freepressjournal.in

A new GR by the National
Medical Commission (NMC)
has come out with a new rule
for first-year MBBS students.
Unless students successfully
pass the 1st year MBBS examination, they will not be
promoted to 2nd year. Moreover, a candidate who fails
the supplementary examination will have to repeat the
1st year MBBS course cur-

riculum and appear for the
University examination with
the new batch.
Most academicians approve of the new rule. Dr Yogendra Shelke, associate professor in the department of
microbiology at Walawalkar
Medical College, Dervan,
said, “The curriculum has
changed for good as all over
India the teacher-student ratio is far less for medical colleges. If we carry on with the
old system and consider

failed students, we will need
more teachers and extra
manpower to handle the odd
batch of students.”
An associate professor
from Government Medical
College said that earlier students who failed in the examination had to reappear after
six months and join an odd
batch of students which had
its disadvantages. He said
the new NMC rule is better
as supplementary examinations are held within a

month and the success rate is
higher. Those unable to pass
supplementary exams can
get their basics clear and enter with an even batch of students the next year.
Students, in general, are
not too pleased with the new
instruction. A first-year
MBBS student from Government Medical College from
Aurangabad said if students
are allowed to give exams
with second-year students it
will not waste time.

actual debate on the ground for
issues that actually matter to
voters - something which can
only take place legitimately
after the reservation and
delimitation is finalised. Why
then should Mumbai be a
singular exception? The solution
to the ills of democracy is
deeper democracy, and certainly
not less democracy. Irrespective
of the ongoing controversial
discourse on delimitation and
reservations, there is a general
need for a longer period of
electioneering. This will not
only enable the candidates to
reach out to the electorate, but
also help the electorate
understand their candidates
better: it is a two-way process.
Presently, what voters get is a
truncated political discourse,
with very little time for the
candidate and the electorate to
get to know each other, in the
context of a high decibel
campaign, which almost always
reduces itself to something of a
shouting match.
The delay may not be reflected
in terms of the dates of the
BMC election, but it certainly
impacts the quality of the public
discourse preceding the
election. Local body elections
are the polls that truly impact
the lives of our voters. Water,
roads, footpaths, drainage,
garbage management, primary
healthcare, primary education almost 60% of public policy &
civic issues that directly affect
our day-to-day lives, depends
on the quality of government at
the local body level. Hence, it is
extremely vital that we do all
that can be done, to enable a
deeper political conversation,
which in turn will enable better
representatives to be elected.
And it is only when better
people are elected, that we will
have a better government something that Mumbai has
been crying out for, for decades
now.
(Ruben Mascarenhas is the
working president and
Ratnabh Mukerjei is the
policy and communications
coordinator of AAP Mumbai)

Maha records
21,049 mishaps
from Jan-Sep
MUMBAI: Until September this
year, Mumbai has recorded the
maximum number of road
accidents in the state, while
most fatalities were recorded in
Nashik. Data released by the
state traffic police further
shows that rash driving, losing
control over vehicles and
violations were the most
common causes of accidents.
According to the statistics, from
January to September this year,
over 21,049 accidents were
recorded, of which 9,006 were
fatal, claiming 9,719 lives.
Mumbai recorded 11,468
accidents, in which 203 people
were killed and 1,271 people
sustained injuries. Nashik Rural
recorded 1,068 accidents, which
claimed the highest deaths in
the state at 648 and injured 594
people in the first nine months.
In 7,685 accidents, 11,240
people sustained injuries.
Meanwhile, in 2,836 accidents,
2,961 people escaped with
minor injuries and in 1,522
accidents no one was injured. In
the corresponding figures of the
first nine months in 2020, there
were 16,797 accidents, in which
7,216 were fatal, claiming 7,768
lives. In Mumbai, the black
spots for accidents have been
identified as Bainganwadi
Junction, Gundavali junction and
its neighbouring areas.
–Staff Reporter

Dawoodi Bohra centre helping women stitch up a new life
LINAH BALIGA
Mumbai

A centre located near a dargah
of the 53rd Syedna Khuzaima
Qutubdin Saheb in Upvan,
Thane West, buzzes daily with
60 women from neighbouring
slums, who are being
empowered to become
financially independent. The
women from low-income
families from Rambagh and
Ganeshnagar are enrolled in
vocational tailor training at the
Mazaar-e-Qutubi Welfare centre.
The head of the Dawoodi Bohra
community, Syedna Taher
Fakhruddin Saheb, had first
founded the centre in 2016
under the auspices of Zahra
Hasanaat, a Dawoodi Bohra
social welfare organisation. It
opened up for the vulnerable

Women from Rambagh and Ganesh Nagar slums in Thane getting training in tailoring
section from slums after the
second wave of the pandemic.
Zahra Qutbuddin, the director of
educational programmes of the
centre and daughter-in-law of
the 53rd Syedna Khuzaima
Qutbuddin Saheb said the

women are taught basic
stitching skills to help them
work from home. “Plans are
afoot to start a workshop for
jobs facilitated by the committee
for those who have received the
training,” she said.

Mother of three girls, 30-yearold Rita Yadav from Rambagh
has been attending the tailoring
class every day for two hours.
She said she is not literate, but
has learnt to stitch umbrella
frocks, salwars and kurtis. “This

has instilled confidence in me to
be financially independent
despite not being educated,”
she said. Chanda Yadav, 20, is
studying BCom and also resides
in Rambagh. She attends
college in the morning and then
goes to the tailoring class at the
centre from 2 pm-4 pm. “I can
make clothes for myself and
others. I will get a BCom degree
but if I fail to get a job this
training will help me stand on
my own two feet,” said Chanda,
adding that she is not averse to
the idea of becoming a
professional seamstress.
Qutbuddin said there has been
an overwhelming response
and the management
committee is in the process of
expanding operations to
positively impact many more
families in the future.

MUMBAI

GRP beefs up security after call warning bomb attack

Government Railway Police Commissioner Qaiser Khalid
said the Bandra railway police station received a call about
a possible bomb attack in Mumbai. “The caller has been

contacted and security has been beefed up. All sister
agencies have been informed. We are enquiring into the
matter. No need to panic or worry,” he said on Twitter.

Vax is not must for
schemes, benefits

State health minister Rajesh Tope says govt cannot deny
benefits or ban entry to malls for the unvaxxed
SANJAY JOG
sanjay.jog@fpj.co.in
After uproar from various
sections of the society, state
public health minister Rajesh Tope on Saturday clarified that the government
cannot deny benefits under
various schemes to unvaccinated citizens. He said public
distribution scheme (PDS),
entry into malls or refilling
of vehicles on petrol pumps
is everyone’s right.
Tope was responding after
the Aurangabad pattern was
criticised from all corners.
As per the Aurangabad pattern, the administration had
taken a decision not to supply food grains under the
PDS and LPG to those who
are reluctant to get themselves inoculated.
The Nashik administration was also contemplating
such a move in a bid to increase the pace of Covid-19
vaccination.
However, Tope said the government cannot deny benefits nor it can prohibit anybody from availing amenities in the wake of non-administration of vaccine
dose. However, he argued
that the Covid crisis still exists and that vaccination is
crucial to avoid the spread of
virus infection.
“Vaccination is not mandatory for the government as
well as other facilities. But it
is necessary to vaccinate in
the interest of the country.
Denying benefits is not permissible as per the law. The
government will seek the
opinions of the Advocate
General and Chief Justice to
make
the
vaccination
mandatory to avail benefits
of
various government
schemes,” said Tope.
Tope said the government
will step up its awareness
campaign urging people to
get jabbed. Simultaneously,
the government will curb

COVID CASES ON NOVEMBER 13
Cases

Deaths

Recovered

Total cases

Total deaths

Total recovered

MUMBAI

247

02

7,59,328

331

16,290

7,37,671

MAHARASHTRA
Cases

Deaths

Recovered

Total cases

Total deaths

Total recovered

999

49

1,025

66,23,344 1,40,565 64,66,914
VACCINATED ON NOVEMBER 13
Total
vaccinated

Civic
centres

State
centres

1,18,237 74,735

Private
centres

3,966

39,536

OVERALL VACCINATED TILL DATE
Total

1st dose

1,52,85,884 92,53,482

“

2nd dose

60,32,402

Vaccination is not mandatory for the
government as well as other facilities.
But it is necessary to vaccinate in the
interest of the country.
RAJESH TOPE, Maha public health minister

moves by some people
spreading misconceptions
about vaccination. “We are
trying to maintain Maharashtra’s lead in vaccination,” he added.
Tope admitted that there is a

need to reduce the gap between two doses of Covishield.
He said the government has
set an ambitious target of
completing 100 per cent administration of the first dose
by November 30 in the state.

Over 95% Covid ICU and O2
beds vacant in Navi Mumbai

RAINA ASSAINAR
Navi Mumbai

With Covid cases dipping in
Navi Mumbai, almost all the
designated hospitals in the
satellite city have unused facilities. While over 96 per
cent of ICU beds are vacant,
99 per cent ventilator beds
and 97 per cent oxygen beds
are also available.
Currently, the weekly average of cases in Navi Mumbai is 27, while it was 45 last
week. Of 17 Covid care centres (CCC), 13 are run by the
civic body, while four are
private-run, where only 81

“

Even as the cases
are going down,
people need to stay
alert and follow all
Covid-19 protocols.

–Abhijit Bangar
NMMC Commissioner
beds out of 3,287 are occupied. Out of nine dedicated
Covid health centres, three
are run by the civic body
and six are private, which
have a total of 1,691 beds. Of
these, only 35 are occupied,
which is just 2 per cent of
the available.

Navi Mumbai also has 35
dedicated Covid hospitals of
which two are run by the
civic body and 22 are private-run. Out of a total of
1,644 beds, 79 (4.8 per cent)
are occupied.
Civic chief Abhijit Bangar
said even as the cases are going down, people need to
stay alert and follow Covid
protocols. “The labs in Navi
Mumbai are working full capacity and targeted antigen
testing is also being done to
locate as many positive cases as possible. Behind every
positive case, 31 contacts are
being traced,” he said.

WORLD DIABETES DAY

One diabetes clinic
planned in each ward
SWAPNIL MISHRA
swapnil.mishra@fpj.co.in
To mark the World Diabetes Day, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation
(BMC) has decided to open
one diabetes clinic in each
ward to screen blood samples.
The data collected on diabetics during the ‘My Family My Responsibility’ survey will be provided by the
BMC to its ward war
rooms. There’s also the
plan for a dedicated nutritionist and dietician at
each clinic to guide those
with diabetes levels of
more than 140mg/dl.
Officials said a weakened
immune system is one of
the main reasons people
with diabetes and hypertension are at higher risk
of contracting Covid-19.
They said the BMC, besides screening at each
ward, will also create
awareness related to diabetes. Patients will also be
provided treatment at
nearest hospitals or dispensaries.
Additional
municipal
commissioner
Suresh
Kakani said cases of noncommunicable
diseases
are on the rise and there is
a need to start at least one
clinic in the wards. “We

3 Nigerians, 2
others held for
duping city doc
in customs fraud

PRIYANKA NAVALKAR
priyanka.navalkar@fpj.co.in

The officials of North Region Cyber have apprehended five men, including three
Nigerian nationals, in a matrimonial-cum-customs fraud
to which a city-based woman
doctor fell prey. She was
duped of Rs 13.6 lakh on the
pretext of claiming a gift
sent by a man she met on social media. The police said
they traced the banking activities and Internet Protocol
(IP) address to nab the accused.
The police said the accused
had befriended the complainant on Facebook in May
this year. After a few days of
chatting, the accused said he
was sending a gift that included 85,000 Euros, a handbag and an exquisite watch.
Even as the doctor was reluctant to accept the gift, Lucas said it had already been
sent. A few days later, the
complainant received a call
from one Ritqla Chakravarty
who posed as a Delhi customs official and asked the
complainant to wire money
in a series of transactions to
the tune of Rs 13.59 lakh on
the pretext of paying customs duty, remittance, legal
fees among others.

Full report on
www.freepressjournal.in

Screening kids for screen-time

A new study by Fortis Hospitals shows the need to address children’s mental health issues triggered
during the pandemic

Gadget use

SWAPNIL MISHRA
swapnil.mishra@fpj.co.in
Lack of physical activity,
significantly
increased
screen time and disrupted
social life have considerably impacted children’s
lives during the pandemic.
The findings of a study conducted by Fortis Hospitals
Mumbai between August
and October 2021 reveal
that 95 per cent of parents
believe that the pandemic
has impacted their kids’
physical, emotional, mental
and social growth. Doctors
agree that it’s a matter of
concern but say that children also show a lot of
more resilience in comparison to adults.
For the study, teams at
Fortis Hospital, Mulund
and Kalyan, Hiranandani
Hospital, Vashi, and SL Raheja
Hospital,
Mahim,
reached out to about 8,000
parents from the city, wanting to understand the impact of the pandemic on
their children’s wellbeing.
Dr Jesal Sheth, senior consultant-paediatrician and
Dr
Sameer
Sadawarte,
head- PICU, Fortis Hospital,
Mulund, said the survey
took into account age of
children, their time on electronic gadgets, physical activity, nutrition and food
habits, sleep time, and emotional behaviour.

62%

parents say their kids spent
around 4-6 hrs on electronic
gadgets every day

Over 23%

Physical activity

41%

parents says kids
played for an hour
or two every day

16%

parents allowed
their children to
meet friends online

“We must understand that
the pandemic cannot continue to impact our lives, especially the growth of our
children,” they said, adding
that as life slowly limps
back to normalcy, we must
try to involve our children
in safe physical and social
activities. They said it’s important to stay alert to any
changes they exhibit.
The study also highlights
that nearly 52 per cent of
parents believe their kids
are experiencing attention
deficiency. Dr Asmita Mahajan, consultant neonatologist and paediatrician at SL
Raheja Hospital, Mahim, a
Fortis associate, said that

say their children spent
over 6 hrs on weekends

57%

say their kids watched TV
or played video games in
free time

many children were burdened with unaddressed
mental health issues. She
said too little investment is
being made by stakeholders
to address these critical
needs.
Dr Gurudutt Bhat, consultant-paediatrician from
Fortis Hospital, Kalyan,
said mental health is a part
of physical health and cannot be viewed otherwise.
“Going forward, we urge
parents to understand their
kids’ physical, nutritional,
mental and social needs to
help them overcome the issues they face during the
pandemic,” he said.
Dr Subash Rao, consult-
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ant-paediatrics, Hiranandani Hospital, Vashi, said
there is a need to understand that children are very
impressionable in their
growing years. Research
clearly states that childhood
experiences, whether traumatic or happy, shape their
personality and thinking.
Dr Rao said, “As schools
will be opening shortly for
all grades, it is important to
teach children Covid-appropriate norms for their wellbeing. It’s also important
that teachers and parents
create the right milieu and
confidence so that the kids
accept school-going with
ease.”

Five workers injured as Metro
pillar in Bhiwandi collapses

The data collected on
diabetics during the
‘My Family My
Responsibility’ survey
will be provided by
the BMC to its ward
war rooms
aim to reach people who
are diabetic or may get diabetes if not diagnosed on
time,” he said.
Meanwhile, health experts have welcomed this
move and said such measures should have been taken long back, as children
are more prone to unhealthy lifestyle.
Diabetologist from Lokmanya Hospital, Dr Snehal
Desai said diabetes leads to
unwanted changes in the
musculoskeletal system.
“A person with uncontrolled diabetes with joint
pains will encounter symptoms like lessened ability
to move joints, swelling, deformities, and pricking
sensation or loss of sensation in limbs,” she said,
adding that carpal tunnel
syndrome is frequently
seen in people with diabetes, as is trigger finger (a
catching or locking of the
fingers).

Tthe injured were sent to a private hospital nearby and their condition is stable
STAFF REPORTER
Mumbai
Five workers suffered minor injuries after metal
rods used for the construction of a pillar on the Metro
rail line collapsed and fell
on them at Anjurphata
Chowk in Bhiwandi on Saturday
afternoon.
The
Thane Municipal Corporation’s (TMC) disaster control room confirmed the
said accident. Meanwhile,
it also cleared that the injured were sent to a private
hospital nearby and their
condition is stable.

The MMRDA is the
nodal agency
carrying out nearly
200 km of vast Metro
network in MMR
The Mumbai Metropolitan Region Development
Authority (MMRDA), carrying out this metro work
through a contractor, was
unavailable for comment
and neither issued any
statement.
According to the TMC, the
Bhiwandi fire brigade team

received a call about the incident at 3 pm, following
which a rescue team
reached the spot.
The MMRDA, which is a
nodal agency carrying out
nearly 200 km of vast metro
network in MMR, is also
carrying out the said metro
work between Thane-Bhiwandi and Kalyan route,
where this incident was reported. In fact, it is the
same Metro line that will be
passing through Kasheli
creek. Reportedly, MMRDA
completed the first pile cap
casting work inside the
creek.

Continued HC protection for interfaith couple
URVI MAHAJANI
urvi.mahajani@fpj.co.in
The Bombay High Court has
stated that the order protecting the interfaith couple that
faced violence and death
threats will continue till further notice.
A vacation bench of Justices Shahrukh Kathawalla
and Madhav Jamdar said on
Saturday that their earlier
order of November 5 granting round the clock police
protection to the couple will
continue even as all the six
accused in the case have
been arrested.

The Mumbai-based couple
faced strong opposition from
the woman’s family belonging to the Ahir community.
The man, a Brahmin, hails
from
Chaubari
village,
Bachao taluka in Gujarat.
Additional public prosecutor Prajakta Shinde informed the HC that six persons, including the woman’s
father, brother, second husband and his brother were
arrested. The police have
also arrested the village
sarpanch and the community head.
Following HC rap, Mumbai
Police Commissioner He-

The police have arrested
the woman’s father,
brother, second
husband, his brother,
the village sarpanch and
the community head
mant Nagrale was asked to
appear before the court
through video conference
due to police inaction. An
FIR was filed against the accused on Thursday and were
arrested
the
same
day. They were produced be-

fore the magistrate on Friday
and were remanded to police
custody till November 17.
Advocates for the couple,
Deepa Chavan and Pranav
Badheka, requested the
court to continue protection
to the couple as an FIR was
filed against the girl in Gujarat by her second husband
for alleged theft. The HC, on
November 5, asked the order
to be sent to Gujarat DGP
and produce the same before
the court there in case any
action was initiated against
the girl.

Full report on
www.freepressjournal.in

NATION

Arunachal cabinet adopts declaration on climate change

SEIJOSA: The Arunachal Pradesh Cabinet on Saturday adopted the ‘Pakke
Declaration’ here, to accelerate comprehensive, smart, climate-resilient and
inclusive development of the people and the North-eastern state with allround efforts, an official said. The cabinet meeting, chaired by CM Pema

Khandu, was held for the first time outside the state capital at Pakke Tiger
Reserve in Pakke Kessang district. The declaration envisages a multi-sectoral
approach towards low emission and climate-resilient development through
five broad themes, Principal Secretary Finance Dr Sarat Chauhan said.
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Raigarh drowns in sorrow but proud of martyr
46 DNLA MILITANTS COME
OVERGROUND IN ASSAM

AVDESH MALLICK
Raipur

INFORMERS?
MAOISTS KILL
2 VILLAGERS
FPJ NEWS SERVICE
Bhopal / Balaghat
Maoists in Balaghat, Madhya
Pradesh, allegedly killed 2
villagers on suspicion of being police informers, police
said on Saturday. This is the
second such incident in a
span of five months when

Powers intact, Force
only to help Punjab
Police, says BSF IG
CHANDIGARH: Amid a row
over the extension of the territorial jurisdiction of the
Border Security Force in
Punjab, a top officer of the
border guarding force on Saturday said the powers of the
state police remain intact
and the BSF is only there to
complement it.
BSF Inspector General
(Punjab Frontier) Sonali
Mishra made this remark
two days after the Punjab assembly adopted a resolution
against the Centre's notification extending the BSF's jurisdiction.
In an interaction with media in Jalandhar, IPS officer
Mishra said in the emerging
national security threat, the
challenges are becoming
complex and complicated
and drones have become one
of the biggest challenges in
the last 2-3 years.

Ladakh announces
stir for statehood;
strike on Dec 6

KARGIL: Accusing the BJPled Centre of being non-serious towards the issues and
concerns of the people of
Ladakh, prominent leaders
from the UT on Saturday announced a mass agitation to
press for their 4 main demands including full statehood and constitutional safeguards for the region.
The Leh-based apex body of
People’s Movement for 6th
Schedule and the Kargil
Democratic Alliance (KDA)
jointly called for a general
strike on December 6 followed by public rallies and mass
contact programmes in both
Leh and Kargil districts in
March coinciding with “improved weather conditions”.

2-digit growth in
2022: WEF chief
after meeting PM

NEW DELHI: World Economic
Forum President Borge Brende
met PM Modi on Saturday and
said he expected India to hit a
double-digit growth next year
while it celebrates its 75 years of
independence and prepares for its
G20 presidency. Modi tweeted, “It
was a delight to meet you
@borgebrende and have an
insightful interaction with you on
several subjects. Highlighted
India's efforts towards strengthening the fight against Covid and
the economic reforms undertaken
in the last few months.” Brende
said he had “an excellent and
very substantial” meeting with
PM Modi. “India is again the
fastest growing of the large
economies. Expecting two digit
growth next year while India is
celebrating its 75 years of Independence and prepares for its G20
Presidency,” he said on Twitter.

F

IN HAPPIER TIMES
ATTACK ON FAMILY, A NEW TREND?
� The incident has left the defence establishment shocked,
particularly because this area at the Manipur-Mizoram border has
seen relative peace over the last four years, and also because it is a
rare instance where the family of an officer was targeted by a
Manipur-based insurgent group.
� While the Colonel, his family and 4 soldiers died on the spot, 4
injured personnel were admitted at the Behianga healthcare centre.
As per sources, an operation was underway on Saturday to track
the militants and additional troops were rushed to the location.
Maoists killed any villager
on the same ground.
Earlier, they had killed another villager in June 2020.
A group of over 10 armed
Maoists including women
reached the village Maalkhedi under Baihar police station on Friday evening, enquired about the identity of
the two — Santosh, 48, and
Jagdish Yadav, 45, both
neighbours, and took them
from their homes at gunpoint
to a place outside the village
where they tied the two villagers to trees. They abused
and beat up the villagers and
shot them dead at night.
On Saturday morning, the
villagers found the bodies
with bullet injuries on their
scalp, said the superintendent of police (SP) Balaghat
Abhishek Tiwari.

IN GRIEF

T

CONG TWEET

he Congress termed the
attack as a ‘national security
breach under the BJP rule’, both
at the Centre and in the state.
“We are shocked by the news of
deadly terror attack in Manipur
resulting in the death of an
Indian Army colonel, his family
and soldiers of 46AR,” the party
tweeted from its official handle.

Martyr Colonel Tripathi’s
grandfather was Pandit
Kishori Mohan Tripathi
the first nominated
member of Parliament
from Raigarh and also
member of Constituent
Assembly.

secretary’ Prithamjit Jidongsa
alias Galao Dimasa came to
the fore on September 24 to
hold peace talks with the
govt, the police officer said.
“Over 300 others will come
overground soon once the
ceasefire camp is ready,” the
self-styled area commander of
the outfit Naiding Dimasa said.
Additional Director General
of Police, Assam (Special
Branch) Hiren Nath and
Inspector General Dipak Kedia,
along with other officers,
attended a programme at
Khepre Bazaar in Dima Hasao
on Saturday to receive the
cadres. The DNLA was formed
in early 2019 with the
purported aim to establish a
“sovereign and independent
Dimasa nation”.

� The group, which seeks “cessation from India”, is led by principles of Marxism-Leninism and
Mao’s thoughts. It also enjoins Naga revolutionaries to join in its fight for Independence.

The SP said the Maoists
were seething with anger after recent police crackdown
on them. They suspected involvement of the villagers
behind the police action,
which is, however, untrue, he
said.
Police have also found pamphlets at the crime scene
through which the Maoists
warned villagers to refrain

from cooperating with the
police.
The teams of hawk force
and district police began
search operations in the
area.
Police suspect hands of ultras of Khatia mochan gang
behind the heinous killings.
An ultra belonging to the
group was recently gunned
down by the forces.

� The outfit further looks for “War of Independence" with Chinese support, provoking the Naga
and Mizo ‘revolutionaries’ to jointly fight against the common enemy.
� According to information provided by the Indian Army, he “formulated a two-fold objection,
to liberate the Eastern Region of India comprising the States of Assam, Meghalaya, Nagaland,
Manipur and Tripura and the Union Territories of Mizoram and Arunachal Pradesh through a
carefully planned revolutionary uprising and to use this as a base for `liberating’ the rest of
India”.
� The PLA in 1989 formed a political body called the Revolutionary People’s Front (RPF) to prop
up an alternative to mainstream parties. The RPF runs a government-in-exile in Bangladesh, as per
the South Asia Terrorism Portal (SATP), which maintains a comprehensive list of insurgent outfits
operating in India.
� It now has four divisions, namely Sadar Hill West areas of the Valley of Manipur, Sadar Hill
areas in the eastern Valley, the entire hill areas in Manipur and the entire Imphal area. Each
division has a commander, lieutenants, sergeant and lance corporals in its ranks, equipped with
arms.
� PLA is also a member of the Manipur People’s Liberation Front, an umbrella organisation of
three separatist organisation of Manipur.

Kangana plays defiant card, asks
which war took place in 1947
NEW DELHI: Under attack
for describing India’s freedom as “bheek”, a combative Kangana Ranaut on Saturday asked which war took
place in 1947 and said she
would return her Padma
Shri and apologise too if
anyone could answer her
question.
The actor, known for her
provocative and often inflammatory statements, came under more pressure to withdraw her comments with Maharashtra’s ruling Shiv Sena
saying she should be stripped
of all national awards and
the Delhi Mahila Congress
writing to the police commissioner to say she should be
booked for sedition among
other things.
But Ranaut maintained a
defiant stance. She posted a
series of questions on Instagram, also bringing in partition and Mahatma Gandhi
and alleging he let Bhagat
Singh die and did not support
Subhas Chandra Bose.
The Manikarnika actor,
whose Twitter account has
been suspended, shared a
passage from a book quoting

orty-six militants of Dimasa National Liberation Army (DNLA) came overground in Assam on Saturday as
part of the ongoing peace
talks with the outfit, a senior
police officer said.
The group, mostly active in
Dima Hasao district, had declared a unilateral ceasefire for 3
months on September 7 as a
“goodwill gesture and as a positive response to the call for peace” by Chief Minister Himanta
Biswa Sarma. “The peace process is on track and we welcome
the DNLA militants for coming
overground”, the officer said.
The ‘chairman’ of the outfit,
Edika Diphusa alias Kharmindao Dimasa, his deputy
Juddychan Haflongbar alias
America Dimasa and ‘general

� The PLA was established by N Bisheshwar Singh on September 25, 1978, to “liberate” Manipur
and demand “separation” from India. He had split from United National Liberation Front (UNLF)
to form this group.

WHAT IS PLA?

Colonel Viplav Tripathi was
son of Raigarh-based senior
journalist Shubhash Tripathi. After the news of his
death went viral, people
flocked to the house of martyred colonel in Raigarh. A
pall of gloom descended in
the entire area.
Shubhash
Tripathi’s
younger son who is also in
the Army flew to Manipur to
bring back the bodies.
Raigarh-based senior Journalist Bharat Tripathi said,
“It is a matter of deep sorrow
for us that I have lost my eldest nephew but we feel proud
that he attained matryrdom
while serving the nation.
Expressing
condolence,
Chief Minister, Bhupesh
Baghel, said, “I am in grief
after receiving the message
that Editor of Dainik Bayar
Shubhash Tripathi’s son,
daughter-in-law and grandson were martyred in a militant attack in Manipur.
“I condemn the attack, and
bow my head in respect to the
martyrs. I also pray to God to
provide strength to the bereaved families to bear the
loss,” Baghel tweeted.

freedom fighters, including
Bal Gangadhar Tilak, Aurobindo Ghosh and Bipin
Chandra Pal, and said she
knew about the “collective
fight for freedom of 1857 but
nothing about a war in 1947.

“Just to set the records (sic)
straight… 1857 first collective
fight for freedom along with
sacrifice of greats like Subhash Chandra Bose, Rani
Laxmibai and Veer Savarkar
ji. “…1857 I know but which
war took place in 1947 I am
not aware, if someone can
bring to my awareness I will
give back my Padma Shri
and apologise also please
help me with this (sic),” the
34-year-old actor wrote in a
lengthy post in English in
her Instagram Stories.

An injunction suit has been filed in Patiala House Court,
seeking direction to stop the publication, circulation, and sale
of former union minister Salman Khurshid’s book for
allegedly hurting the sentiments of a large section of society.

China launches compulsory recruitment
drive for locals in Chumbi Valley

C

hina has launched a “compulsory recruitment drive” for locals in
Chumbi Valley between Sikkim and Bhutan as the Chinese
People’s Liberation Army (PLA) solders from the mainland are unable
to deal with the harsh winter situation. Intelligence reports have
flagged that one youngster from each house will be recruited in the
PLA. Chumbi Valley is a 100 km dagger-shaped salient between
Sikkim and Bhutan. From the Chumbi Valley dagger point,
Bangladesh is 100 km and in between India has the strategically
Siliguri Corridor. This gives China an upper hand to choke India’s
vital lines of transportation and communication running through the
Siliguri Corridor to the Northeast region.

WON’T ALLOW MEHBOOBA’S HATE
POLITICS TO SUCCEED: J&K BJP

J

Nothing wrong in
comparing parties
with those killing
people: Mehbooba
JAMMU: Amid a raging
controversy over senior Congress
leader Salman Khurshid’s book,
in which he compared Hindutva
as propagated by some to
radical jihadi groups such as the
ISIS and the Boko Haram, PDP
president Mehbooba Mufti on
Saturday said there is nothing
wrong in comparing political
parties with groups killing
people in the name of religion.
She accused the RSS and the BJP
of hijacking “Hindutva and
Hinduism” and said Sanatan
Dharma does not teach
communalism.

RSS IDEOLOGUE
NOMINATED TO
PRESS COUNCIL
OUR BUREAU / NEW DELHI:
BJP MP Rakesh Sinha, 47, an
RSS ideologue and biographer
of RSS founder Dr KB Hedgewar,
has been nominated by the
Rajya Sabha chairman M
Venkaiah Naidu as a member of
the Press Council of India (PCI).
He was nominated to the Rajya
Sabha by the President in July
2018, but he opted to join the
BJP as the nominated members
are allowed to join any political
party within a stipulated period.
Sinha, who hails from Bihar, is
an associate professor of Delhi
University and got PhD in
ideological and organisational
transformation of CPI(M).

This Children’s Day, the future generations will sit and
debate on the issues of people in the role of MLAs in Rajasthan Assembly. With this,
the Rajasthan Legislative Assembly will become the first
in the country to hold a chil-

dren’s session. The initiative
was taken by Speaker Dr CP
Joshi under the aegis of the
Rajasthan branch of the
Commonwealth Parliamentary Association.
The proceedings of the
House will be conducted by
children in this 1-hour special session. Two hundred
children from 15 states will

I

n a few days’ time… the
marriage season will begin and following the
Covid lull period… caterers,
decorators, flower dealers
are hoping to make hay this
season after some relaxations have been announced.
But a circular from Nabanna, West Bengal state secretariat has created ambiguity.
“This is the time for us to do
brisk business and especially
after an atrocious season since 2020, we had expected to
see some light at the end of
the tunnel,” said decorator
Ashim Majumdar, who on
usual years had a round-the-

year choc-a-bloc calendar of
events. But thanks to Covid,
he had a harrowing time and
was out of business.
Similar views were echoed
by florist of major Manicktala market, Vipul Tarafdar,
who said, “the flower business was badly hit due to
Covid and even now we are
unsure by when we would get
to see the pre-Covid days. The
Nabanna circular has provisions to increase the number
of invitees, but there’s not
much clarity. And since
every department is linked to
each other, the lack of clarity
in the minds of people holding such ceremonies would
reflect on our business. For a
small gathering, people

would not hire our services
in a major way thus putting
us in the same lurch.”
Various custodians of society aren’t clear of the circular and people organising
marriages are in a fix.

SUNDAY SPECIAL
Days after Nabanna had
floated a circular that 70%
people according to the venue are allowed to attend marriage and other social gatherings, Bidhannagar (North)
police station police seemed
to be “unaware” of such a
communication.
Talking to FPJ, Bidhannagar (North) ASI Ashish Sardar claimed previously it
was 50 persons but the cur-

If it’s not a day of inauguration of development projects
then it has to be a fierce day
of campaigning for the upcoming crucial Assembly election in UP. And, Saturday
was not different in anyway.
If Union home minister,
Amit Shah on Saturday
reached Azamgarh, the constituency of Samajwadi Party chief Akhilesh Yadav, who
attempted to make his presence felt in Gorakhpur, CM
Yogi’s bastion.
In Azamgarh, an electorally tough fight, Shah asked
people to ensure all assembly
seats here went to the BJP. He
said people of Azamgarh
must ensure BJP gets all the
assembly seats here and the
Opposition should be wiped
out. Mocking at Akhilesh Yadav who is MP from Azamgarh, Shah explained the
meaning of JAM to people.

Hindi friend of all languages:
Shah: Hindi is a friend of all
indigenous languages and India’s
prosperity lies in the prosperity of
all its languages, Shah said.
Addressing the All-India Rajbhasha meet, Shah said a country that cannot preserve its languages,
cannot preserve its culture and
organic thought process either.

take part and play the role of
Speaker, CM and Leader of
Opposition and MLAs.

CHILDREN’S DAY
There will be a Question
Hour and Zero Hour in the
session and children in the
role of MLAs will ask questions and raise the issues of
public interest. While the

FPJ ASKS

� How much is 70% as mentioned in Nabanna circular?
� Is it the number of the hall capacity during pre-Covid days or

during the aftermath of Covid?

� What in case people are organising marriage ceremonies in
their homes/residences… who fixes the footfall?
rent status is unknown to
him. “Recent order is unknown to me and I can’t
clearly say on the exact number of people allowed to attend in marriage ceremonies,” said Ashish.
On the contrary, Ashish
said one needs to follow Calcutta High Court’s verdict on
the same issue but when informed Nabanna had floated
the circular the Bidhannagar

he cowardly
attack on an
TAssam
Rifles

convoy is
extremely painful
and condemnable. The nation
has lost 5 brave soldiers
including CO 46 AR and 2
family members. My condolences to the bereaved families.
The perpetrators will be brought
to justice soon,” Defence
Minister Rajnath Singh.
he terrorist
Tarmyattack
on the
convoy in

Manipur once
again proves the
Modi govt is not
capable of protecting the nation. My
condolences to the martyrs and
condolences to their families.
The nation will remember your
sacrifice,” Congress leader
Rahul Gandhi.

condmn the dastIaredlystrongly
attack by

militants on a
convoy of 46
Assam Rifles in
Manipur. It pains me to learn
that we have lost 5 brave
soldiers, including the CO &
his family members. Heartfelt
condolences to the bereaved
families. The entire nation
awaits justice!” West Bengal
CM Mamata Banerjee.

GUP-SHUP

From Azamgarh To Aryamgarh

he game of changing name of cities and districts or at least the
attempts and announcements continued unbated when the BJP
Tleaders
said Azamgarh could fall next in line. Chief Minister Yogi on

Saturday hinted at changing the name of Azamgarh to Aryamgarh.
Addressing a rally in Azamgarh, CM Yogi said the launch of a state
university here would change the name of this place. The district
would now be known for education, which will make it Aryamgarh
instead of Azamgarh. Earlier, the BJP government in UP had changed
the name of Faizabad to Ayodhya. Union home minister Amit Shah
too echoed in same tone and said there is no doubt in it that
Azamgarh would now become Aryamgarh.

People will bring Parivartan: Akhilesh

hile Shah and Yogi were in Azamgarh, the SP chief began his Vijay
Yatra from Gorakhpur to Kushinagar where he addressed several
W
public meetings in the way. Akhilesh said the BJP govt has disappointed

every section of society. Enthusiasm of people towards SP would
certainly vote BJP out of power. According to him, BJP came to power by
making false promises to people. It promised to double the farm income
but it was not done and instead the farm sector has been put in the
dock. The inflation has devastated the farmers and they have become
helpless, and don’t forget the farmers’ agitation. He said the state govt
failed to provide oxygen to people when they needed it most.

BJP offering jumla: Priyanka

Congress leader Priyanka Gandhi termed as “jumla” Shah’s reported
remark that a 16-year-old girl could wear jewellery on the roads in
UP at midnight, and said only women of the state know what they
have to contend with every day. The Congress general secretary
shared a media report on Twitter over chain snatching with three
women in Kanpur to attack the BJP government in the state.
MAYA’S MOTHER PASSES AWAY: BSP president Mayawati’s mother
Ramrati died from heart failure in Delhi on Saturday. Ramrati, 92,
died at a hospital in Delhi where she was undergoing treatment, a
release issued by the Bahujan Samaj Party (BSP) said.

real life MLAs will sit in the
galleries and watch the proceedings.
Speaker Dr Joshi said future generations have been
allowed to run the House, ask
questions and express views
with discipline so that they
can get an understanding of
the democratic system and
values of the country.

Knot clear: Confusion over WB circular on marriage invitees
ARITRA SINGHA
Kolkata

Assam Rifles
convoy in
Manipur. I pay
homage to
those soldiers and family
members who have been
martyred today. Their sacrifice
will never be forgotten. My
thoughts are with the
bereaved families in this hour
of sadness,” PM Modi.

‘Shahenshah’ of UP politics
locked in war of words

No kidding: Children to debate in Raj Assembly today
MANISH GODHA
Jaipur

trongly
condemn the
Sattack
on the

RUN-UP TO UP POLLS

RASHMI SHARMA / Lucknow

&K BJP president Ravinder Raina on Saturday lashed out at PDP
president Mehbooba Mufti over her criticism of the saffron party
on Hindutva and said her politics based on hate would not be
allowed to succeed. Raina accused the PDP chief of being “proPakistan” and “anti-India” and said she should introspect before
giving any statement on Hindutva. Reacting to the statement of the
former CM accusing the RSS and the BJP of “hijacking Hindutva and
Hinduism”, the BJP leader said “everyone knows the politics of
Mehbooba, her ideology, tricks and deeds”. “Who has given her the
right to speak on Hindutva and Hinduism? She is attempting politics
based on hate by such kind of propaganda but we will not allow her
to succeed,” Raina said.

REACTIONS

ASI refused comment.
A resident of upmarket
area, Salt Lake, Monmohan
Ghosh (name changed) had
called Kolkata Police headquarters and then Bidhannagar (North)/Salt Lake police
station to enquire about the
number of people he could
invite for his son’s marriage
failed to get any “specific” reply. Complaining to FPJ,
Ghosh claimed he is still in a

fix over inviting people for
the marriage despite the secretariat’s statement.
The question is how the common people can be served if
police aren’t clear of the order. Notably, police officials
always claim anyone can contact them in case of any
problem, but the reality is
‘grim’. Another resident of
South Kolkata in Jadavpur
area complained of the same
as he failed to get any ‘concrete’ information about the
queries he had asked from
police. “I had asked about the
night restrictions after hearing about new developments,
but the police reply was disappointing,” said Partha
Chakraborty.

Faleiro nomination
as TMC’s RS
member: BJP rakes
up outsider issue
ARITRA SINGH / OUR BUREAU
Kolkata/New Delhi

Former Goa CM and former
AICC general secretary Luizinho
Faleiro, 70, has been nominated
as a Rajya Sabha member by
the Trinamool Congress from
West Bengal. He was a
Congress MLA in the Goa
Assembly till September when
he left the party and joined
TMC, which nominated him to
the Rajya Sabha on Friday. Only
on October 22, he was
appointed as one of the vicepresidents of the TMC.
In keeping with the expansion
plans, TMC had selected Faleiro
in the seat left vacant by TMC
leader Arpita Ghosh. Trinamool
took to Twitter and wrote, “We
are extremely pleased to nominate @luizinhofaleiro to the
Upper House of the Parliament.
We are confident that his efforts
towards serving the nation shall
be appreciated widely by our
people!” Leader of Opposition
Suvendu Adhikari said, “Banglar
Meye” is squandering the Rajya
Sabha seats from WB on
“Bahiragotos” (outsiders).”

NATION

US congressional delegation meets PM Modi

NEW DELHI: PM Modi held a meeting with a delegation of US lawmakers on Saturday, during which he appreciated the consistent
support and constructive role of the US Congress in deepening the
India-US comprehensive global strategic partnership anchored in

shared democratic values. In a statement, the PMO said the US
congressional delegation was led by Senator John Cornyn and included
senators Michael Crapo, Thomas Tuberville and Michael Lee, and
Congress members Tony Gonzales and John Kevin Elizey.
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Heavy rains lash parts of Odisha

AGENCIES / Bhubaneswar

Heavy to very heavy rainfall
pounded parts of coastal
Odisha on Saturday under
the influence of a low pressure trough that runs from a
cyclonic circulation over
north Tamil Nadu to
Gangetic West Bengal.
Puri district was battered
by 124 mm rain as six weather stations in the region
recorded heavy to very heavy
downpour over the past 24
hours till 8.30 am, the
Bhubaneswar Meteorological Centre said.
Ganjam recorded an average precipitation of 117 mm,
while Banpur in Khurda district received 107mm rain.
Kendrapara and Nayagarh
received 86 mm and 85 mm of
rain respectively, according
to the weather office.

Light to moderate rain occurred at most places over
coastal Odisha and at many
places in other districts of
the state.
Overcast skies blanketed
Bhubaneswar from morning
as moderate rain of 33.5 mm
occurred in the state capital,
while it was 15.2 mm in Cuttack. It forecast downpour
over Puri, Jagatsinghpur,
Ganjam, Cuttack, Khurda
and Nayagarh districts over
the next 24 hours till Monday
morning.
According to the Met department, parts of Odisha
and Andhra Pradesh may
also receive torrential rain
next week due to the formation of another low pressure
area (Lopar) over south Andaman Sea and adjoining
Thailand coast on Saturday,
which may further intensify

into a deep depression.
The new weather system,
which took shape around 8.30
am, is likely to move westnorthwestwards and concentrate into a depression over
north Andaman Sea and adjoining southeast Bay of
Bengal by Monday, the India
Meteorological Department
said. Then, it is likely to continue to move west-northwestwards, intensify further
and reach near Andhra
Pradesh coast around Thursday, according to the bulletin.
The Met has forecast heavy
to very heavy rainfall over
Andaman and Nicobar Islands till Monday.
Squall with wind speed
gusting up to 65 kmph likely
to commence along the
Andhra Pradesh and south
Odisha coasts from Wednesday.

IN THE COURTYARD

TN CM visits rain-hit areas
AGENCIES
Thiruvarur (Tamil Nadu)

Tamil Nadu government will
pay special attention to the
delta districts in ensuring a
lasting solution to frequent
flooding that damages crops,
Chief Minister of the State
MK Stalin said here on Saturday.
Also, he said timely action
by his government averted
major loss to life and property during this current monsoon.
The Chief Minister, who took
stock of the havoc caused to

agriculture and horticulture
crops by the rain in the delta
districts, told reporters that
the DMK government would
safeguard the interests of the
ryots.
The State government is involved in steps aimed at preventing inundation. Already,
a panel under a retired bureaucrat has been formed for
flood mitigation in Greater
Chennai Corporation.
"My government will bestow special attention on the
Delta districts and work out a
permanent solution for flooding," Stalin said.

Incessant rains caused minor landslips and disruption
of train service in some
parts of Kerala on Saturday,
prompting authorities to
sound extreme caution in
hilly areas, river sides and

tourist centres as the weatherman issued a 'red alert' for
Thiruvananthapuram district.
As per the latest update of
the Indian Meteorological
Department (IMD), extremely heavy rains were predicted in Thiruvananthapuram
while an 'orange alert', warn-

Tamil Nadu CM MK Stalin inspects the flood-affected areas in the
Periyakottai area next to Madukkurai in Tanjore district.

Cong exposes biggest ever
coverup of Bitcoin scam

Kejriwal takes
steps short of
lockdown
OUR BUREAU / New Delhi
Within hours of Chief Justice of India NV Ramana
suggesting a lockdown to
handle acute air pollution in
Delhi, CM Arvind Kejriwal
ordered shifting of all
schools back to the online
classes from Monday, shutdown of all construction activities and the government
staff work from home whole
of the next week.
However,
construction
works — one of the big contributors of dust and microscopic pollutants in the air —
will only be shut down for 4
days — from November 14 to
17, the CM said.
Kejriwal’s 4-step pollution
control plan, which includes
planning for a city-wide lockdown, comes hours after an
angry SC sought the government at the Centre and in
Delhi prioritise an emergency response over long-term
efforts to tackle the problem.
The national capital is
fighting the toxic smog that
has blanketed the city for
over a week.
According to the CPCB, at
6.30 PM on Saturday, the
overall AQI in Delhi was 427,
falling in the worst category.

ing very heavy rainfall, was
issued
for
Kollam,
Pathanamthitta, Alappuzha,
Kottayam and Idukki districts.
Thunderstorms
coupled
with lightning are also very
likely to occur at one or two
places in the state till November 16, according to IMD.

OUR BUREAU / New Delhi
The Congress on Saturday exposed India’s
biggest ever operation coverup of the Bitcoin
scam going on since 2016. Party spokesman
Prof Gourav Vallabh and chief spokesman
and AICC general secretary Randeep Singh
Surjewala reeled out the details on who was
stealing #Bitcoins, a crypto-currency still illegal in India, who got the stolen Bitcoins,
who hacked international exchange, international companies and the e-procurement portal to show the Karnataka govt’s connection
in the hush-hush scam and its coverup.
They said it all began on November 14, 2020,
exactly a year ago, with the arrest of alleged
hacker Sri Krishna Ramesh and his associate
Robin Khandelwal by the Karnataka Police.
Sri Krishna was kept in police custody for
over 100 days by repeatedly arresting him in
at least five criminal cases on November 17,
2020, December 2, 2020, December 15, 2020 and
so on until released on bail on April 17, 2021.
Everything rolled out from Sri Krishna's
voluntary statement before a metropolitan
magistrate of Bengaluru in December 2020.
Despite multiple international crimes of
significant magnitude, Interpol was not informed for over 5 months until April 24, 2021
when Bengaluru police chief wrote to the CBI
to inform Interpol and other agencies. Even
ED, CBI and SFIO were kept in dark until ED
sought the information in February 2021.
The Congress duo suspects hand of Chief
Minister Basavaraj Bommai, who was the
home minister of Karnataka from August 20,
2019 to July 28, 2021.

FROM PAGE 1
Colonel, kin among 7 dead...
It is a rare instance of an army officer’s family being
targeted by insurgents. The deceased jawans have
been identified as Suman Swargiary, Khatnei Konyak,
RP Meena and Shyamal Das.
During Colonel Tripathi’s stint in Mizoram, the
battalion had been at the forefront of the war on illegal
drug smuggling. An Army officer who had worked with
the Colonel recalled him as a “josh machine”, who
excelled when working under stress; he was also a
thorough gentleman. The Colonel’s WhatsApp status,
perhaps, best captured his spirit – ‘Life Will Be Lived
Henceforth,’ a report in News 18.com. said.
Assam Rifles, the oldest paramilitary force in the
country, was raised in 1835 under the British; it is
under the administrative jurisdiction of the Ministry
of Home Affairs (MHA) but the operational control
vests with the Army. It is deployed mostly for
counter-insurgency operations in the northeast.
The incident is the first major attack on security
forces in Manipur since June 4, 2018, when an Army
convoy came under attack in Chandel district. The
ambush had resulted in the death of 18 personnel of
the Road Opening Patrol (ROP) of the 6 Dogra
Regiment of the Army. President Ram Nath Kovind,
Vice President Venkaiah Naidu, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi, Defence Minister Rajnath Singh,
among others, condemned the attack and expressed
their condolences on Twitter.

26 Naxals slain in Gadchiroli
26 Naxalites were killed by the police who have also
seized a large number of arms," he added further.
The action was taken by a team led by Munde and
Goyal based on information received by the C-60
force. The NIA had filed a 10,000-word charge sheet
last year against Milind Teltumbde. He was the
brother of Anand Teltumbde, one of the conveners of
'Bhima Koregaon Shaurya Din Prerana Abhiyan', an
Elgar Parishad event organised on December 31,
2017. He was also the secretary of the Maoist
Maharashtra State Committee.
Milind is said to have carried a reward of Rs 50 lakh
on his head. Saturday's action came days after the
Urban Development Minister Eknath Shinde, the
Gadchiroli district guardian minister, received a threat
letter suspected to have been sent by Naxals. The
police official said the letter warned the minister and
his family members would pay a "heavy price" for the
state government's actions against them. The letter
had the words CPI (Maoist) -- a banned outfit of
Naxals -- written on it.

First dose: 100% coverage

A total of 1,51,97,031 doses were administered,
fully immunizing nearly 60 lakh people in the town.
However, a chunk of beneficiaries were residents of

AGENCIES
New Delhi
The Supreme Court on Saturday junked an appeal of
the Uttar Pradesh government, which could lead to
the arrest of the state's finance secretary and additional chief secretary (revenue).
A bench headed by Chief
Justice NV Ramana told the
counsel for the Uttar
Pradesh government, "The
high court should have ordered arrest by now."

The bench also comprising
justices Surya Kant and
Hima Kohli said that severe
punishment is required in
the matter, as the officials
were depriving an employee
of his arrears.
The bench added, "You did
nothing to abide by the orders... you have no respect
for the court. This additional chief secretary appears to
be very arrogant."
The Allahabad High Court
had issued bailable orders
against the officials for delayed and partial compli-

Judges should consider
carrying out field visits: Rijiju

Kerala witnesses heavy rains
AGENCIES
Thiruvananthapuram

SC paves way for arrest of
UP fin secy, addl chief secy

NEW TWIST
n a new twist to the Bitcoin scam, an audio clip
has surfaced in which 2 police officers are allegedly
Iheard
discussing the case involving hacker Srikrishna

alias Sriki. One tells the other that big names at the
ministers’ level are involved. The person seeking
information is purportedly a senior cop and the other
a junior staffer, who is part of the team probing the
Bitcoin case. The caller asks about the transactions,
and the man at the other refuses to reveal the
names, saying he is not completely sure. When the
officer insists, the junior staff member says it has
happened at the ministers’ level in 2018.

Here are the telltale signs of repeated hacking by the alleged hacker Sri Krishna that began with theft of 1,20,000 bitcoins of the crypto-curency exchange Bitfinex around 2016
that was registered in the tax haven of the
British Virgin Island. In his confession, he admits to have pocketed 2,000 bitcoins from the
theft. He also admitted stealing another 3,000
bitcoins from another crypto-currency exchange BTC-e, a Russian portal that was shut
down in 2017. Similarly, another hacking of
Bistamp exchange in Luxembourg and
fourth crypto-currency potal Bit-Central in
similar fashion. Sri Krishna admitted of mining the Bitcoins and stealing them from various global platforms. He also hacked the foreign companies and online portals and even
the Karnataka government's e-Procurement
portal in May-June, 2019. He confessed to have
transferred Rs 18 crore and Rs 28 crore in two
payments from the money earned from the
Bitcoins hacked.

the adjoining Mumbai Metropolitan Region (MMR).
Pune and Sindhudurg are next in line to reach 100%
first dose coverage. Additional Municipal
Commissioner (Western Suburbs) Suresh Kakani said
Mumbai reaching the milestone before other cities
was a testimony to the health workers’ effort. He
said vaccination wouldn’t slow down, nor would
immunisation centres be reduced drastically, as
more than 35 lakh people are yet to take their
second dose.
Meanwhile, BMC Commissioner Iqbal Singh
Chahal and Kakani have appealed to the citizens to
complete their second dose. Director of Critical Care
of Fortis Hospitals, Mumbai, Dr Rahul Pandit, said
the accomplishment is the fruit of hard work,
strategic understanding and timely intervention by
the state and civic authorities, governing bodies,
healthcare workers, community caregivers and
responsible citizens. “However, we must not let our
guard down and honour the efforts made in the
past 19 months. If precautions and appropriate
Covid-19 behaviour is not observed, cases will be
on the rise again. Celebrations like Christmas and
New Year are coming up soon; stay alert and be
cautious,” said Pandit, who is also a member of the
National Covid-19 Task Force.

Body of Bihar RTI activist...
Facebook post that named medical clinics that he
alleged were "fake". His work had led to the closure
of some such clinics and massive fines for others.
During his reporting, Buddhinath apparently
received numerous threats and offers of lakhs in
bribes, neither of which deterred him. He was last
seen around 10 pm on Tuesday - on the feed of a
CCTV installed near his home near Lohia Chowk in
Benipatti. His house is less than 400 metres from the
town's police station.
The feed shows him coming out of his home,
which is on a narrow lane, several times from 9 pm,
and walking about on the nearby main road
speaking on his mobile phone. The feed also shows
him going to his clinic (on the same lane as his
home) several times while talking on the phone. The
last time he is seen he leaves home at 9.58 pm
wearing a yellow scarf around his neck, adds adds
NDTV.

4-day curfew in Amravati, ...
Some hurled stones at shops in the Chowk and
elsewhere, the police official said, adding that they
cane the protesters to bring the situation under
control. In the backdrop of the back-to-back incidents
of stone-pelting on Friday and Saturday, additional
police commissioner Sandip Patil issued orders
imposing curfew in the city limits of Amravati.
Vikram Sali, DCP Amaravati, said, "Cases have been
registered on the basis of five complaints. At present,
it's peaceful here. No police permission was taken for
this protest march. On the basis of complaints, we

COVID DEATHS
RISE TO 555
OUR BUREAU / New Delhi

Daily Covid-19 deaths in India
swelled to 555 on Saturday as
against 501 a day earlier, with
Kerala recording 471 deaths
followed by 41 in Maharashtra
even as the cumulative death toll
in the country stood at 4,63,245.
The daily infections in the
country, however, dropped to
11,850 while 12,403 people
recovered in the past 24 hours.
The active caseload decreased to
1,36,308. As many as
3,44,26,036 people have
contracted Covid-19 so far since
March last year, but 3,38,26,483
of them have recovered, giving
the recovery rate of 98.26%.
The daily positivity rate at
0.94% is less than 2% for the last
40 days and the weekly positivity
rate (1.05%) is less than 2% for
the last 50 days. The active cases
are the lowest since March 2020
while the recovery rate is the
highest since March 2020.
30% CUT IN RAIL FARE
People travelling by trains have
something to cheer about: 30%
cut in the rail fare. The railway
ministry is withdrawing the
special hike of 30% clamped on
special trains it had been running
since May 12, 2020, starting with
15 special Rajdhanis, to cover up
the cost due to seat distances
imposed in view of the pandemic.

will take strict action against those involved."
Except for medical emergencies, people are not
allowed to come out of houses. A gathering of more
than five people is not allowed, as per the order.
On Friday, stone-pelting was reported during rallies
taken out by Muslim organisations to protest against
incidents in Tripura at Amravati, Nanded, Malegaon,
Washim and Yavatmal.
The police have thus far arrested 20 people and
detained four others by registering 20 FIRs under
various sections, including rioting. In Amravati, over
8,000 people had gathered outside the district
collector's office on Friday to submit a memorandum
demanding that atrocities against the minority
community in Tripura be stopped. When they were
leaving after submitting the memorandum, stonepelting took place at three places.
Raza Academy, a Muslim organisation, has handed
over a memorandum to Maharashtra Governor
Bhagat Singh Koshyari. Those affected by the
violence in Tripura should be given compensation
and the mosques which were damaged should be
reconstructed, it had demanded. A bandh was also
observed in Muslim-dominated areas of Mumbai,
including Bhendi Bazar, Mohammad Ali Road, Kurla
as well as Mumbra and Bhiwandi in Thane.
War of Words: The violence at Amravati, Nanded
and Malegaon has ignited a war of words between
the ruling and opposition parties. Shiv Sena MP
Sanjay Raut alleged that this was a big conspiracy
by the opposition to destabilize Maharashtra and
create law and order problems. “There was no
reason for calling a bandh on Friday. The ones who
called for the bandh must be behind the violence as
well. The BJP politics revolves around creating a
religious divide or caste tension. This was the case
in Amravati, too. The organisation (Raza Academy)
which had called for the protest does not have
either the numbers or capacity to engage in
violence. Raza Academy is said to be a sister
concern of the BJP,’’ he noted.
‘’They used central agencies like the ED, the CBI,
the income tax and the NCB initially, but could not
succeed. So, now they are orchestrating riots to
destabilise Maharashtra; but they will fail here too.
The Raza Academy is not strong enough to
orchestrate such violence and manpower has been
provided to them for it,” he said.
However, leader of opposition Devendra Fadnavis
said the rallies seemed to be part of a scripted
conspiracy to foment communal clashes, adding that
it does not augur well for the state. “It is my ardent
appeal to people from both the communities to
maintain peace. Nobody should indulge in any
violence,” he said.
Fadnavis argued that what is shocking is that the
protests were triggered by Tripura incidents, which
did not take place. ‘’The Tripura government and the
police have clarified that no Masjid was torched. Yet,
some segment seems to have spread the rumour

NEW DELHI: Union Minister for Law and Justice Kiren Rijiju on
Saturday stressed the importance of delivery of justice at people's
doorsteps under alternative dispute resolution system and said
that helping people get benefits of welfare schemes along with
legal aid will ensure "total justice".
Underlining that public service is the common objective of the
judiciary, government and the legislature, the minister said
judges have also "understood" that justice can be delivered by
going outside of the courtroom as well and appealed to them
to consider carrying out field visits whenever possible so that
the goal of delivering justice can be achieved more "effectively".
Launching 'Citizen's Tele-Law Mobile App' at an event, he called
on frontline paralegal workers and other functionaries to help
people get benefits of welfare schemes of the government in
addition to providing them with legal aid.
"This is very important. We need to work to ensure that people
get total justice...There is a need to understand in perspective.
There are various government schemes. We are not doing
paperwork in the name of legal aid. We have to suggest them to
solve their legal problems along with the problems pertaining to
their basic needs, electricity, water road. I believe this kind of
service delivery is justice," he added. Rijiju said the e-interface
platform, Tele Law, was developed under the Digital India scheme
to strengthen the pre-litigation mechanism in the country.
"The goal of this platform is to achieve Sabka Prayas, Sabka
Nyay," he said.

ance of its orders. The high
court had passed several orders for the regularisation of
the service and also clearance of past salary arrears
of the fourth-grade employee.
Additional Solicitor General Aishwarya Bhati, representing the Uttar Pradesh
government, said that the
service of the petitioner,
Bhuneshwar Prasad Tiwari,
as 'collection amin' has been
regularised. She urged the
top court to take a lenient
view in the matter.

Not looking at
Mullaperiyar dam as
adversarial issue: sc
NEW DELHI: Adjourning the
Mullaperiyar dam hearing to
November 22 to enable the
Kerala government respond to
the Tamil Nadu government's
affidavit filed on Friday,
Supreme Court told the state
governments of the two states
that it is not looking at the
dispute as adversarially and
they should also not take
adversarial stand on the 126year old dam serving both all
these years.
A Bench of Justices A M
Khanwilkar and C T Ravikumar
also made it clear it will go by
opinion of Expert Committee set
up by the Court to supervise the
dam. It extended the order
passed on October 28 on a
batch of petitions from the
people from Kerala to maintain
the dam's water level as per the
decision of the expert
committee.
— Our Bureau

BOMBAY, ALLAHABAD, PB & HARYANA HCS ALLOWED TO TRANSFER JUDGES TRYING CASES
AGAINST MPs, MLAs: The SC on Saturday permitted the high courts of Bombay, Allahabad and Punjab
& Haryana to transfer some special judges trying criminal cases against sitting and former MPs and
MLAs to other courts in their respective states on grounds such as "administrative exigencies", and
asked them to find suitable substitutes quickly to ensure that such trials are not delayed.
CONSORTIUM OF PSU BANKS TO INFUSE FUNDS FOR STALLED AMRAPALI PROJECTS: SC TOLD
NEW DELHI: In a relief to thousands of Amrapali homebuyers, the Supreme Court on Saturday was
informed that a consortium of six public sector banks have agreed to infuse around Rs 1,000 crore in
the stalled projects to ensure their speedy completion.
CHILD MARRIAGE REGISTRATION: RAJ HC ASKS STATE TO PRESENT ACTUAL STATUS IN 2 WEEKS
The Rajasthan HC asked the Centre to present in 2 weeks the actual status regarding child marriage
registration under the Rajasthan Compulsory Registration of Marriage (Amendment) Bill. On September
17, the govt had passed the bill for registration of child marriages by amending the Compulsory
Registration of Marriage Act. A public interest litigation in this regard was filed by Kriti Bharti, Managing
Trustee and Rehabilitation Psychologist, on behalf of the Saarthi Trust of Jodhpur.

MP’s Habibganj rly
stn renamed after
Rani Kamlapati
BHOPAL: Newly-renovated
and with modern facilities
for commuters, Bhopal’s
Habibganj railway station
will now be known as ‘Rani
Kamlapati’ station.

After getting approval from
the Centre, the Shivraj Singh
Chouhan-led Madhya Pradesh government has started
replacing boards of ‘Habibganj railway station’ with
‘Rani Kamlapati railway station’, via an order in this regard issued on Saturday.
It came just a day ahead of
the visit of PM Modi to attend the ‘Janjatiya Gaurav

using social media to generate unrest,” he claimed.

Judges say they have to wear...

(Happy Seeder is a tractor-mounted machine that
cuts and lifts rice straw, sows wheat into the soil,
and deposits the straw over the sown area as mulch.
It helps in reining in crop stubble burning, which is
partially responsible for the pollution in the DelhiNCR region.) The CJI also referred to a document
placed before the Bench that says air quality in Delhi
is in severe category and it will become worse. "Take
an emergency decision. We will look at long term
later. Something needs to be done so that in two to
three days we feel better," he observed. ‘‘Why don’t
you ask the Punjab and Haryana chief secretaries to
cease stubble burning for a few days, suggested the
CJI. The solicitor general said the chief secretaries
were slated to meet later in the day.
The Bench was hearing a petition filed by Aditya
Dubey, a 17-year old Delhi student, on pollution in
the national capital.
On Solicitor General Tushar Mehta claiming on
behalf of the Centre that 2 lakh ‘happy seeder’
machines are available at 80% subsidy and free of
cost through cooperative societies, Justice Surya Kant
shot back: "Can the officials tell the actual price after
subsidy. I am a farmer, the CJI is also from a farmer’s
family, we know about it." Justice Chandrachud, in
turn, stressed that the question is not of availability
of machines.
The Solicitor General shared a short summary on
steps taken by all stakeholders. It mentioned that
stubble burning continues in Punjab. CJI Ramana
intervened at this point: "You are making it out as if
farmers are responsible for this. What about the
steps taken to contain the pollution in Delhi -- steps
like emission controls etc.? He wanted everyone to
focus on the question, how to control this burning
situation within two or three or four days.
Justice Chandrachud remarked: "In so far as the
farmers are concerned, the problem is not
enforcement but of incentivization. If you give the
incentives, why won't a farmer switch to a happy
seeder machine? You cannot enforce these things."
At this stage, the Solicitor General pleaded that the
matter be adjourned to Monday to enable him to
submit an affidavit on the basis of the charts he had
just received. Justice Kant told him not to avoid a
pointed question by the CJI. "Answer the question of
the CJI. Is 80% of the pollution in Delhi due to
causes other than stubble burning?" The CJI again
stressed that some percentage of pollution may be
from stable burning, but what about other causes
like industrial and vehicle pollution.

Over 37% city samples found to...
Pre-diabetes is a serious health condition with higher
blood sugar levels than usual, but not high enough
to be diagnosed as Type-2 diabetes.
The report also highlighted that over 40 per cent of

Divas’ on November 15, during which he will also inaugurate the renovated station.
The MP transport dept late
Friday wrote to MHA seeking approval to rename Habibganj station after Gond (tribal) queen Kamlapati. Interestingly, it came amid a section of the state BJP wanting
to rename Habibganj station
after ex-PM late AB Vajpayee.

the people between 31 and 45 years of age had
tested pre-diabetic while 23 per cent were found
diabetic. In the age group of 16-30, 27 per cent
were found pre-diabetic while only seven per cent
were diagnosed with diabetes.
It has to be noted that HbA1c levels below 6.5 per
cent may indicate the presence of intermediate
hyperglycaemia, which means that high glucose
levels are circulating in the blood, states a 2009
report published by an International Expert
Committee.
The committee also recommended that people with
HbA1c levels between 6.0 and 6.5 per cent were
particularly high-risk and might be considered for
diabetes prevention interventions. For people
without diabetes, the normal range for the HbA1c
level is less than 5.7 per cent.
People with HbA1c levels between 5.7 per cent
and 6.4 per cent is defined as pre-diabetes which
means that one has a higher chance of getting
diabetes.

HC asks Pune school to take...
The school’s advocate said that they were willing to
take the child back, but his father must undertake
that they will not file any complaints and any
litigation against the school.
“You cannot tell parents of students not to file
litigation. They can file any litigation, any suit, in any
court. They have a right under the law,” said justice
Kathawalla.
He was particularly irked with the school’s advocate
for his suggestion of settling the matter with the said
condition.
“You say you have no interest to harm the student.
But the student is suffering. The school is saying
withdraw all complaints, then only it will take him
back,” Justice Jamdar observed.
After consulting with the school authorities who
were present in the court, their advocate said that
they are ready to take the child back with an
undertaking that the parents will pay the fees for the
current academic year, 2021-2022.
“We’ll compensate him for six months of loss of
studies,” added the school’s advocate.
The court even pulled up the child’s father, a
software engineer, saying that he should pay the
fees as school too has overhead expenses. “It is an
educational institution. You must also know where to
draw the line. If parents start fighting with school,
the children will suffer,” said Justice Kathawalla.
Siddharthshankar Sharma, the father’s advocate, said
that the fees were not paid since the Supreme Court
has seized the matter concerning school fees
reduction in view of the pandemic.
To this justice, Kathawalla said that whenever the SC
would pass a general order, it would be binding on
the school to take appropriate steps. The court
agreed with the school’s advocate when he said that
the parents must “not precipitate the matter further”.

WORLD

North Korea sends delegation to China for emergency supplies
BEIJING: North Korea's unofficial delegation visited China's
Dandong a few days back for emergency supplies as the newly
reopened border between the two countries was closed due to a

spike in coronavirus cases, a media report said. Rail trade had
resumed on November 1, with trains travelling from Dandong,
China, over the Yalu River to Sinuiju, North Korea.

Climate talks resume, cautious
coal phaseout still on table
AGENCIES
Glasgow

Negotiators at this year's UN climate talks were
poring over fresh proposals aimed at sealing a deal
that could credibly be said to boost the world's efforts to tackle global warming.
British officials chairing the talks in Glasgow,
Scotland, released new draft agreements early Saturday after shuttle diplomacy continued past the
official Friday evening deadline. US climate envoy
John Kerry and his Chinese counterpart Xie
Zhenhua both indicated cautious optimism late
Friday that talks were moving forward.
A proposal for the overarching decision retains
contentious language calling on countries to accelerate "efforts towards the phaseout of unabated coal power and inefficient fossil fuel subsidies."
But in a new addition, the text says nations will
recognise "the need for support towards a just
transition" - a reference to calls from those working in the fossil fuel industry for financial support
as they wind down jobs and businesses.
Alok Sharma, the British official chairing the
talks, said he hoped countries would clinch an ambitious agreement in Glasgow.
"I hope the colleagues will rise to the occasion,"
Sharma told The Associated Press as he walked
into the conference venue.
Some campaign groups said the current proposals were not strong enough.
"Here in Glasgow, the world's poorest countries
are in danger of being lost from view, but the next
few hours can and must change the course we are
on," said Tracy Carty of Oxfam. "What's on the
table is still not good enough."
In another proposal, countries are "encouraged"
to submit new targets for emissions reduction for
2035 by 2025, and for 2040 by 2030, establishing a
five-year cycle. Previously, developing countries
were expected to do so only every 10 years.
The proposed agreement states that in order to

Britain's President for COP26 Alok Sharma (R) prepares to address an 'informal stocktaking plenary' during the
COP26 UN Climate Change Conference in Glasgow on Saturday.
—AFP
achieve the 2015 Paris accord's ambitious goal of
capping global warming at 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7
Fahrenheit) by the end of the century compared
with pre-industrial times, countries will need to
make "rapid, deep and sustained reductions in
global greenhouse gas emissions, including reducing global carbon dioxide emissions by 45 per
cent by 2030 relative to the 2010 level and to net
zero around mid-century, as well as deep reductions in other greenhouse gases."
Scientists say the world is not on track to meet
that goal yet, but various pledges made before and

during the two-week talks, which are now in overtime, have brought them closer.
The latest draft agreement expresses "alarm and
utmost concern that human activities have caused
around 1.1C (2F) of global warming to date and
that impacts are already being felt in every region."
Divisions remained on the issue of financial
support sought by poor countries for the disastrous impacts of climate change they will increasingly suffer in future - the United States continued to have deep reservations.

Eight big cats tested Protests erupt in Netherlands
after lockdown imposed
positive for Covid in US
AGENCIES / Washington

Days after a pet dog in the
UK tested positive for
Covid, now eight big cats
in a zoo in the United
States detected positive
for coronavirus.
Citing St. Louis Post-Dispatch, The Hill reported
that the infected cats include two African lions,
two snow leopards, an
Amur tiger, a puma and
two jaguars. These animals had mild symptoms,
although some had a
cough and
nasal
discharge.
Apart
from them,
none of the
other 12,000
animals in
the
St.
Louis Zoo
have tested

positive, the local newspaper reported. Staff have
not traced the source of
the infection among the
cats.
The zoo has been vaccinating its animals with an
animal-specific vaccine
for more than a month
against the disease that
has wreaked havoc on the
global human population,
The Hill reported.
In September, six big
cats tested positive for the
coronavirus at the Smithsonian National Zoo.

SPEED NEWS
Daughter of Philippine Prez Duterte
files candidacy for 2022 VP elections

MANILA: Sara Duterte-Carpio, the daughter of Philippine
President Rodrigo Duterte, on Saturday filed her candidacy for
vice president in the May 2022 elections. Carpio, 43, sent a
representative to the Commission on Elections to file her
candidacy as substitute vice presidential candidate under the
Lakas-Christian Muslim Democrats (Lakas-CMD) that she joined
earlier this week. Carpio will be the running mate of presidential
aspirant former Senator Ferdinand Marcos Jr., the son of former
President Ferdinand Marcos. In a resolution on Saturday, Marcos's
party Partido Federal ng Pilipinas adopted and endorsed Carpio
as its candidate for vice president in next year's elections. This
week, Carpio and Marcos stood as sponsors at a wedding of a
political ally's daughter.

PIO gets 10-mth jail for sex with minor

SINGAPORE: An Indian-origin man in Singapore has been
sentenced to 10 months and four weeks in prison for performing
a sex act on a minor. P Asokan Pappu Pachan, 57, pleaded guilty
to a charge of causing a minor to sexually penetrate him with a
sex toy and of sending her obscene films on Telegram. Another
two charges of possessing obscene films and sexual penetration
of a minor were considered in sentencing, Channel News Asia
reported. Pachan met the 15-year-old girl online and arranged to
meet her for sexual activities in exchange for money. She lodged
a police report after accepting Singapore dollars 250 from the
man in exchange for performing a sex act on him with a sex toy.
The court on Friday heard that Pachan came to know the student
on a chat application. He asked the victim if she was working or
schooling. When the victim said she was studying, Pachan replied
that they would have to be "very discreet".

Two Pak policemen killed in bomb blast

PESHAWAR: Two Pakistani police constables guarding a dam
were killed on Saturday when a roadside bomb exploded in the
restive tribal region in Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province bordering
Afghanistan, security officials said. The two police constables
were on duty patrolling the Raghagan Dam of Bajaur district in
north-west Pakistan, when unknown assailants detonated the
bomb using a remote-control device that killed them, Abdus
Samad Khan, Bajaur District Police chief, said. Police have
cordoned off the area and a search is underway to nab the
attackers, Khan said. No group has immediately claimed
responsibility for the attack.

Cambodia: 7 die after having disinfectant

PHNOM PENH: Seven Cambodian labourers have died after
drinking alcohol they were given as a disinfectant in a quarantine
and mixed it with water and soft drinks, the Health Ministry said
on Saturday. The labourers had returned from Thailand and were
placed in a coronavirus quarantine camp in northwestern Banteay
Meanchey province. The Health Ministry said 12 others were
hospitalised after drinking the mix on Tuesday and Wednesday.
They complained of headaches, dizziness and difficulty in
breathing. Experts collected the samples and took them to a
laboratory in Phnom Penh for an analysis.

AGENCIES / The Hague

Police in the Netherlands
blasted protesters with a water cannon after the country
imposed a new partial lockdown amid soaring Covid cases. Around 200 people gathered at the Hague and threw
rocks and set of fireworks on
Friday night as Dutch Prime
Minister Mark Rutte announced the measures.
Mark Rutte has announced
on Friday a partial lockdown
of three weeks. The new
measures will go into effect
from Saturday until December 3. One of the most important measures is that catering, restaurants, bars and essential shops, such as supermarkets, pet stores and drugstores have to be closed from 8
pm until 6 am local time.
Non-essential shops and
services such as clothing
stores, contact professions

such as the hairdresser and
casinos have to be closed from
6 pm until 6 am local time.

Waning immunity of vax
According to a report in the
Guardian by professor of
molecular medicine Eric
Topol, among the reasons
causing a resurgence of the

virus in the continent might
be the waning immunity of
some vaccines. A recent
study found that with the Astra Zeneca vaccine, decline
in anti-spike antibody occurred quite early, and there
was a clear relationship between antibody levels and
breakthrough infections.

Police clash with protesters after Netherlands imposes lockdown
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Ex-Trump adviser indicted
for contempt of Congress
AGENCIES
Washington
A US federal grand jury has
indicted Steve Bannon, a
one-time adviser to former
President Donald Trump,
charging him with contempt
of Congress after he defied a
subpoena by the House select committee investigating
the January 6 Capitol riot,
the Justice Department announced.
The indictment came as
Attorney General Merrick
Garland has been under
pressure to prosecute Bannon after the House voted on
October 27 to hold the former chief strategist of
Trump in criminal contempt of Congress and referred the resolution to the
Justice Department, reports
Xinhua news agency.

US court upholds
stay on Biden's
vax mandate

Bannon's indictment contained two charges of contempt of Congress, according to the Justice Department, "one contempt count
involving his refusal to appear for a deposition and another involving his refusal to
produce documents, despite
a subpoena from the House
Select Committee to Investigate the January 6th Attack
on the United States Capitol".
Each count of contempt of
Congress carries a minimum of 30 days and a maxi-

Indian brothers win Children's
Peace Prize for waste project

AGENCIES
Washington
A US appeals court has
upheld
its stay
on President Joe
Biden's
vaccineor-test
mandate
for companies with at least 100
employees.
A three-judge panel of
the United States Court
of Appeals for the 5th
Circuit in New Orleans
issued the ruling and
barred the Occupational Safety and Health Administration from enforcing the mandate,
scheduled to take effect
on January 4, 2022, reports
Xinhua
news
agency.
The appeals court on
November 6 issued a
stay on the order after
Texas Attorney General
Ken Paxton filed a challenge to the mandate directly to the court,
along with the states of
Louisiana, Mississippi,
Utah and South Carolina.
The Justice Department asked the appeals
court to lift the stay on
Monday, saying it would
"likely cost dozens or
even hundreds of lives
per day".

Nobel Peace Prize winner 2014 Kailash Satyarthi presents the
International Children's Peace Prize 2021 to Vihaan and Nav
AGENCIES / The Hague
Indian brothers Vihaan
and Nav Agarwal won a
prestigious children's prize
on Saturday for a project
they launched that aims to
reduce waste and pollution
and plant trees in their
home city of New Delhi.
Vihaan, 17, and his 14year-old brother, Nav, were
handed the International
Children's Peace Prize by
Indian Nobel Peace Prize
laureate Kailash Satyarthi
at a ceremony in The
Hague, Netherlands.
They said they plan to use
the prize and the recognition it brings to expand
their network across India
and beyond.
"Our thought process is
that we need to get the
whole world zero waste.
And that means not only
India, not only going to
every single city, every

Putin blames West for Poland-Belarus border row
AGENCIES
Warsaw
Russian President Vladimir
Putin has said on Saturday
that Russia has nothing to
do with the migrant crisis
on the Belarus-Poland border.
Though Russia this week
sent nuclear-capable strategic bombers and paratroopers to patrol over Belarus,
Russian President Vladimir
Putin denied allegations of
being involved in creating
the flow of migrants to Europe.
"I want everyone to know
that we have nothing to do
with it. Everyone is trying to
impose any responsibility
on us for any reason and for
no reason at all," Putin said
in excerpts released on Saturday of an interview with
state television that is to be
broadcast in full on Sunday.
He said that no Russian aviation companies carry the

migrants to Belarus, and
also lashed out at the West as
a root cause for the crisis,
with military operations in
Iraq and elsewhere that have
led to continued conflict in
the region.
"Is it Belarus that pioneered
these problems, or what? No,
these are causes that were
created by the Western
countries themselves, including European countries," Putin said.
Belarusian
state
news
agency Belta reported that
Lukashenko on Saturday ordered the military to set up
tents at the border where
food and other humanitarian aid can be gathered and
distributed to the migrants.
Poland's Border Guards
agency on Saturday morning said in one case, Belarusian soldiers began destroying a temporary border barrier near the Polish village
of Czeremcha and used
laser beams to blind Polish

Body of Syrian
found near
Belarusian border
AGENCIES / Warsaw

Soldiers patrol around the military base in Wiejki, Poland close to
Belarusian border on Saturday.
—AFP

British troops to assist Poland

WARSAW: A team of British engineering troops has been sent to
Poland to help the country strengthen its border with Belarus in
the wake of the stranded refugee crisis, authorities said here.
Taking to Twitter, Poland's Defence Minister Mariusz Blaszczak
said that "reconnaissance has begun ... our soldiers will
cooperate in strengthening the fence on the Polish-Belarusian
border", reports Xinhua news agency.

China rebranding Belt & Road Initiative
AGENCIES
Beijing
China appears to be rebranding its multi-billiondollar Belt and Road Initiative (BRI), bracing for competition with US President
Joe Biden's Build Back Better World (B3W) initiative,
which lays emphasis on
transparency and democratic values.
When B3W was unveiled
by Biden during the G-7
summit in June, with the
goal of creating "a valuesdriven, high-standard and
transparent infrastructure
partnership" to help finance
projects in developing coun-

tries, China played down
any competition, saying that
BRI is open for international
cooperation.
China welcomes various
countries to participate in
BRI and remains open to international cooperation conducive to enhancing connectivity and realising common
development, Han Wenxiu, a
senior official with the ruling Communist Party of
China for Financial and Economic Affairs told a media
briefing here on Friday,
highlighting the deliberations of the Plenum meeting
of the party, which has
cleared the decks for Chinese President Xi Jinping's

record third five-year tenure.
Asked how China views
the B3W as a rival to the BRI,
Han said at present, there is
a huge gap in infrastructure
investment in the world, especially in developing countries, and BRI will not be a
solo act for China but a real
chorus for all countries to
get involved.
Han said the trade volume
between China and BRI partners exceeded $9.2 trillion in
2020, while direct investment
by Chinese companies in
countries involving the Belt
and Road Initiative has nearly touched $140 billion.
A pet initiative of President Xi, the BRI was

mum of one year in jail, as
well as a fine of $100 to
$1,000, the Department said,
adding a federal district
court judge will determine
any sentence for the 67-yearold Trump loyalist.
The House on January 6
committee
subpoenaed
documents and testimony
from Bannon on September 23. He missed both the
October 7 deadline for documents production and the
October 14 deadline for
deposition.
Bannon's lawyer, Robert
Costello, told the committee
his client would not cooperate with the investigation because he had been so directed by Trump, who claimed
the documents and testimony being sought were potentially protected by presidential executive privilege.

launched in 2013 to fund infrastructure projects in the
world, taking advantage of
China's massive $3.21 trillion forex reserves to further
Beijing's global influence.
Since then, the $60 billion
China Pakistan Economic
Corridor (CPEC) connecting
China's Xinjiang with Pakistan's Gwadar Port has
emerged as the flagship project over which India has
raised protests as it is being
laid through Pakistan-occupied Kashmir.
However, the lack of transparency of BRI agreements
and mounting debt to China
by smaller countries have
raised global concerns.

A body of a Syrian national
was found in Poland near
the border with Belarus, the
Polish police said.
"A body of a young man of
Syrian nationality was
found yesterday in the
woods near Wolka Terechowska, not far from the
border," the Polish police
said on Twitter.
According to the police,
the cause of death has not
been conclusively determined by the on-site investigation. Several thousand
migrants trying to reach the
European Union have found
themselves stranded at the
border between Poland and
Belarus in the last few
weeks.

town, every village, but to
actually share this message with the whole
world," Vihaan told The
Associated Press in an interview a day before the
award ceremony.
The brothers got the idea
to begin their garbage separation and recycling project, One Step Greener, following a collapse in 2017 at
a Delhi landfill and a cloud
of pollution that descended
over the city the next day.
The One Step Greener
project now visits more
than 1,500 homes, schools
and offices throughout
sprawling Delhi as the
brothers and their organization work toward a goal
they call "Zero Waste India."
Vihaan said the success of
One Step Greener should
serve as a lesson for world
leaders tackling climate
change and pollution.

India's economy
firing well, says
Jaishankar
AGENCIES
Dubai
India's economy is firing
well and the trade figures
are in the upward trajectory
as the country is recovering
from the Covid pandemic,
External Affairs Minister S
Jaishankar said on Saturday. "There are two parallel
processes going on across
the world. One is the recovery from the Covid pandemic and another is the recovery of the economy. Both
are resilient in different
forms," Jaishankar said
while interacting with mediapersons at the India
Pavilion at the Dubai Expo
2020.
The minister also emphasised that the next two
months or years will really
indicate which has been
more resilient.

Hong Kong authorities deny
visa to Economist journalist
AGENCIES
Hong Kong

Hong Kong authorities declined to renew a visa for a
foreign journalist working
for The Economist without
any explanation, the magazine said.
Sue-Lin Wong, who is Australian, was based in Hong
Kong and covered China and
the
southern
semi-autonomous city.
"We regret their decision.
... We urge the government
of Hong Kong to maintain
access for the foreign press,
which is vital to the territory's standing as an interna-

tional city," Zanny Minton
Beddoes, The Economist's
editor-in-chief, said in a
statement Friday.
Immigration authorities
did not immediately respond to an email request
for comment. Phone calls to
the information office outside of business hours went
unanswered.
Many have worried about
the erosion of press freedom
in a city that was once a bastion for it.
Last week, a survey by the
Hong Kong Foreign Correspondents' Club found nearly half its members were
considering leaving the city.

AUS, NZ eye maiden silverware
Finch-led Australia look to add the missing trophy in their
cabinet against spirited New Zealand

JOE WILLIAMS
Mumbai
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he Men's T20 World Cup
Trophy will have a new
home as Australia and New
Zealand clash in the final in Dubai
on Sunday. After being in the
Caribbean with West Indies winning twice, England and Asia with
India (2007), Pakistan (2009) and
Sri Lanka (2014), the silverware
will travel to Oceania for the first
time.
Known as the Trans-Tasman
clash, Australia and New Zealand
are evenly poised after the remarkable turnaround these teams
made against the favourites Pakistan and England in the semifinals.
Considering how both Australia
and New Zealand won their respective semifinals against fancied opponents, one can expect another dramatic finish.
Australia, who have won a
record five World Cup titles in 50over cricket, have surprisingly not
got their hands on the T20 showpiece. New Zealand, on the other
hand, have always been consistent
in ICC events but now seem to
have the self-belief of going all
way under Kane Williamson's astute leadership.
It will be their first T20 World
Cup final and if they do end up
winning it, it will be a remarkable
achievement for a country of five
million which keeps churning out
world-class players.
Australia hold the upper-hand
over the reigning world Test
champions in overall T20 meetings but the Black Caps won their
only meeting in the World Cup
back in the 2016 edition in India.
Player of the Match Daryl

Mitchell was the top scorer for
New Zealand in the semis with 72
not out off 47 deliveries at a strike
rate of 153. He hit 4 fours and 4 sixes. But it was Jimmy Neesham
who swung the momentum with
an 11-ball 27.
Tim Southee was the best

Finch reckons toss

ustralia skipper Aaron Finch on Saturday reckoned that toss would
not be a big factor in the T20 World Cup final against New
Zealand. "Absolutely it can be overcome. At some point, to win
this tournament you're going to have to win batting first. I was actually
hoping to lose the toss against Pakistan because I would have loved to
put a score on the board in that semi-final. It was one of those ones
where you're probably never going to bat first but you don't mind if you
have to. It's the same going into the final," Sydney Morning Herald
quoted Finch as saying.

SPORTS CAFE

Alison Riske lift Linz title

LINZ: Upper Austria Ladies Linz title clash on Friday saw Alison Riske
defeating lucky loser Jaqueline Cristian after two hours and 24
minutes in a 2-6, 6-2, 7-5 thriller to win her third career title. The
American was previously champion at Tianjin 2014 and 'sHertogenbosch 2019, but had lost her seven other finals, including
in Portoroz two months ago to Jasmine Paolini.

India women to take on Australia

BRIMINGHAM: T20 World champions Australia will take on
runners-up India in the opening match of the Birmingham 2022
Commonwealth Games competition on July 29 as women's cricket
will make its debut in the quadrennial games. While the group stage
matches in the eight-team competition will take place until August
4, the semifinals will be played on August 6. The final and the
playoff for the bronze medal will take place on August 7.

Dani Alves rejoins FC Barcelona

BARCELONA: FC Barcelona and Dani Alves reached an agreement in
principle for the player to join the football first team for the
remainder of the current season. The Brazilian will be joining training
from next week but will not be able to play until January. The club
will announce the full details at his official presentation as a new FC
Barcelona player. Alves is also the first signing under new coach Xavi
Hernandez.

Gokulam look to end campaign on high

AQABA: Uzbekistan's FC Bunyodkor and Sree Gokulam Kerala of
India will be aiming to sign off their AFC Women's Club
Championship 2021 campaign in style when they clash at the
Aqaba Development Corporate Stadium, Jordan.

WHAT’S ON TV
04.45: Women's BB; B Heat vs Adelaide Strikers; Sony Six
08.10: Women's BB; S Sixers vs Sydney Thunder; Sony Six
15.15: MotoGP Gran Premio; Main Race; Eurosport
19.30: ICCT20 Final; Aus vs New Zealand; Star Sports 1
19.30: European Qualifiers; Croatia vs Russia; Sony Ten 2
20.00: WWE Super Dhamaal; Sony Ten 1
22.30: Euro Qualifiers; Armenia vs Germany; Sony Ten 2
22.30: Euro Qualifiers; N Macedonia vs Iceland; Sony Six
00.00: PGA; Houston Open; Eurosport
01.15: European Qualifiers; L’bourg vs RoI; Sony Six
01.15: European Qualifiers; Portugal vs Serbia; Sony Ten 2
01.15: European Qualifiers; Spain vs Sweden; Sony Ten 1

2015

THIS DAY, THAT YEAR

The inaugural All-Stars series
in the United States ended
with Shane Warne's Warriors
sweeping the three-match T20
series against Sachin
Tendulkar's Blasters. The two
teams were a mishmash of
retired legends and just-retired
players, including Kumar
Sangakkara and Virender
Sehwag. The exhibition games
were played at baseball fields
in New York, Houston and Los
Angeles. The matches were
well attended, not surprisingly,
by the large Asian diaspora in
the country. Tendulkar had
conceived the idea after a similar exhibition game at Lord's in
2014 and the icons were happy come together and try
something radical. The second and third matches were relatively
high-scoring, with both sides piling on over 200 apiece.

bowler for them in the semi-final
and picked up one wicket while
conceding 24 runs from his 4
overs.
Overall, Mitchell is the top runscorer for New Zealand with 197
runs at a strike rate of 140. He has
struck 15 fours and 9 sixes. Martin
Guptill has also made 180 runs at
a strike rate of 131.
Trent Boult has been the best
bowler for New Zealand and has
picked up 11 wickets while bowling at an average of 14 and an
economy rate of 6.54.
David Warner was the top scorer

for Australia in the match with 49
runs off 30 deliveries at a strike
rate of 163. He hit 3 fours and 3 sixes. Matthew Wade struck a matchclinching 41 not out off just 17
balls.
Mitchell Starc was the top
bowler for them in the match and
picked up 2 wickets while conceding 38 runs from his 4 overs.
Warner is the highest run-scorer
for Australia in the tournament
with 236 runs at a strike rate of
148. He has struck 28 fours and 7
sixes. Aaron Finch has also made
130 runs at a strike rate of 119.

HEAD-TO-HEAD
Played
14

Overall T20
New Zealand
5

Australlia
9

Played
5

In last five
New Zealand
3

Australlia
2

Adam Zampa has been the best
bowler for Australia and has
picked up 12 wickets while bowling at an average of 10 and an
economy rate of 5.69.
(INPUTS FROM AGENCIES)

Mohammad Rizwan, Pakistan
wicketkeeper-batter, was resolute in wanting to play in the
semi-final of the Men's T20
World Cup despite a sever chest
infection, which left the Indian
doctor, who helped him get on
his feet, impressed. Rizwan was
admitted in the ICU after complaining of chest pain. Specialist Pulmonologist at Medeor
Hospital, Saheer Sainalabdeen,
who treated the cricketer, was
astonished at Rizwan's quick recovery.
"Mujhe khelna hai. Team ke
saath rehna hai (I want to play
and be with the team)," Rizwan
used to say to doctors who treated him in the ICU.
The Pakistan opener overcame
all odds to score 67 off 52 balls in
the knockout game they eventu-

ally lost to Australia by five
wickets.
"Rizwan had a strong desire to
play for his nation in the crucial
knockout match. He was strong,
determined, and confident. I am
astonished at the pace he had recovered," recalled Saheer.
Rizwan had been suffering
from intermittent fever, persistent cough, and chest tightness
for 3-5 days before being hospitalised.

The medical team immediately stabilized him and gave him
symptomatic medications to
ease his pain. "His pain at the
time of admission was 10/10. So,
we subjected him for a detailed
evaluation to diagnose the condition," said Saheer.
The results confirmed that the
player had severe laryngeal infection leading to an esophageal
spasm and bronchospasm. It is
painful contraction of muscles
within
the
esophagus.
"Esophageal spasms can feel like
sudden and severe chest pain
that lasts for a few minutes to
hours," Saheer added.
The medical team shifted the
29-year-old cricketer to the ICU
and monitored his condition
continuously. Rizwan had to
manage severe pain and other
issues induced by the medical
condition.

AGENCIES
London

J

Harry Kane got to keep the match ball after scoring a hat-trick against Albania
games, is now the record
scorer
in
competitive
matches for England, with
39 goals overtaking the retired Rooney.
Silvan
Widmer
put
Switzerland ahead early on

PRESS TRUST OF INDIA
Dubai
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ustralia's march into
the final of the T20
World Cup is not surprising, skipper Aaron
Finch said on Saturday,
stressing that his team has
the depth to go the distance
and clinch a maiden title.
Australia had come into
the ICC event after losing all
the series played this year.
They lost to New Zealand,
West Indies and Bangladesh
in the lead-up to the tournament.
On Thursday however,
Australia beat Pakistan by
five wickets in the second
semifinal of the T20 showpiece to set up a summit
clash against New Zealand.
"It wasn't unexpected. We
came here with a clear plan
to try and win this tournament. We always felt that we
have the depth and quality
to do that," Finch said on the
eve of Sunday's final.
"Lot of people had written
us off from the start, so it
has been really impressive
the way we have gone about
our business. Everyone has
prepared really well and had
match-defining performances at some point, the guys
are up and about for tomorrow.
"We had a lot of confidence
within, we were confident
about how we were preparing, our strategy was coming together. So it has not defied expectations, we came
with a clear plan to win the

with a booming shot from
beyond the 18-yard box after
being set up by Noah
Okafor, who impressed in
his first start for the national team.
Giovanni Di Lorenzo

tournament and we still feel
we have the squad to do
that."
Finch was out for a firstball duck after Pakistan's
left-arm pacer Shaheen Afridi trapped him in front of
the wicket and the skipper
admitted he is "vulnerable"
when the balls nips back in.
"That was a good ball. Any
time it nips back a little bit is
where I am probably most
vulnerable," he said.
"So that would be another
challenge with Trent Boult's
left-arm swing and Tim
Southee who can swing the
ball away and also knocks it
off the seam and slides it a
little bit. I had a really good
hit in the training, so feeling
good going into tomorrow."
Five-time ODI World Cup
champions Australia have
never won the T20 title and
Finch is hopeful that his
team can change that on
Sunday.
"Absolutely, it is one that
has eluded us in the past and
the fact that we are in the finals, it gives us a great opportunity to rectify that," he
said.
"It will be a great game,
New Zealand is a great team,
they have been to all finals
over the last six years, so
looking forward to it."
"New Zealand side has got
a huge amount of quality,
they have shown that over
long period of time, they
have been best powerplay
performing team with the
ball, that's going to be a challenge," he said.

A

bsolutely, it
is one that
has eluded us
in the past and
the fact that we
are in the
finals, it gives
us a great
opportunity to
rectify that.

AUSTRALIA: Aaron Finch (c), Pat Cummins,
Josh Hazlewood, Josh Inglis, Glenn Maxwell,
Kane Richardson, Mitchell Marsh, Steve Smith,
Mitchell Starc, Marcus Stoinis, Mitchell
Swepson, Matthew Wade, David Warner, Adam
Zampa, Ashton Agar
NEW ZEALAND: Kane Williamson (c), Tim
Seifert (wk), Martin Guptill, Todd Astle, Trent
Boult, Mark Chapman, Lockie Ferguson, Kyle
Jamieson, Daryl Mitchell, Jimmy Neesham,
Glenn Phillips, Mitchell Santner, Ish Sodhi, Tim
Southee
Live on Star Sports 1 @19.30

‘It's a one-off match for us’
PTI/ Dubai
New Zealand skipper Kane Williamson
on Saturday played down the hype around
their big final against Australia in the T20
World Cup, terming it a one-off match for
us where the focus will be on extending
their fine run in the tournament.
From reaching back-to-back ODI
World Cup finals in 2015 and 2019, to winning the inaugural World Test Championship in June this year, the Black Caps
have been one of the most consistent
sides in world cricket.
"It's a reflection of a lot of hard work,
but tomorrow's is a one-off match and
for us, it is about trying to make those
small adjustments again and keep the focus really close and
what it needs to be,"
Williamson said during a virtual media
interaction on the
eve of the title clash.
"The side has been
operating well as a
collective and certainly playing for
each other. For us, it's
important that we've
try to grow and learn

Kane nets spectacular hat-trick
ust when he is doubted, Harry Kane finds
new ways to conjure
the spectacular.
A right-footed scissor kick
from the England captain
did more than just complete
a perfect hat-trick against
Albania after a header and
left-footed strike. It completed a 5-0 victory on Friday
that all but secured England's place at the World
Cup.
All that's required to be
sure of going to Qatar next
November is a draw in the
final qualifier on Monday
away against San Marino the world's lowest-ranked
team.
The 28-year-old Kane
could well be rested after
lighting up Wembley Stadium by taking his England
tally to 44 goals, nine from
catching Wayne Rooney's
national record. The striker, who has struggled for
Tottenham this season,
without a goal in five

We were written
off, says Finch

TEAMS (FROM)

Indian doctor amazed by
Rizwan's quick recovery
AGENCIES / Lahore
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equalised for Italy before
the break with a brave header to redirect a free kick
from Lorenzo Insigne inside a crowded area.
Jorginho had a chance to
win it for Italy but blasted a
90th-minute penalty attempt over the bar - after
also failing to convert
against Switzerland in September, and in Italy's penalty-shootout victory over
England in the Euro 2020 final.
Italy and Switzerland each
have 15 points to top the
group but Italy leads 11-9 on
goal difference, which is the
first tiebreaker.
Northern Ireland, which
beat Lithuania 1-0 in the
other group match, is next
with eight points. Bulgaria
also has eight points, while
Lithuania has three.
Only the first-place finisher gets a direct spot into
next year's tournament in
Qatar. The second-place
team goes into the playoffs
in March, needing to advance past two opponents to
reach the World Cup.

throughout and I think we've seen that a
little bit. And tomorrow's another opportunity."
Despite their consistency, the Kiwis always enter a tournament final with the
underdogs tag, but the skipper does not
mind that.
"It's sort of doesn't have a lot to do with
us really. We focus on our cricket and try
our best keep improving as a side. The
different tags and whatnot that's not really something that we control,"
Williamson said.
The last time the two rivals met in the
final, 2015 ODI World Cup, New Zealand
were bowled out for just 183 with Australia cantering home in the 34th over
for the loss of three wickets.

I

t's sort of doesn't have a lot
to do with us really. We focus on
our cricket and
try our best keep
improving as a
side

Naisha, Raina, Sana
emerge champions
FPJ NEWS SERVICE
Mumbai

P

une’s Naisha Rewaskar,
Thane’s
Raina Bhoota and
Sana D’Souza of TSTTA,
Mumbai were crowned
champions, in the RYP-Dr.
Ramesh Yashwant Prabhoo Memorial 1st Maharashtra State Ranking
Table Tournament, at the
Prabodhankar Thackeray
Krida Sankul, Vile Parle
on Saturday.
In the under-11 final, the
number one seed Naisha
got the better of second
seed Sanvi Puranik of
Thane winning in straight
games at 11-5, 11-6 and 11-7
victory in the best-of-5game match to take the
gold medal.
Later, Thane’s second
seed Raina stopped the
fine run of Pune’s fourth
seed Ruchita Darwatkar,
who had earlier defeated
top seed Kavya Bhat of

Thane in the semi-finals,
by charging to an 11-5, 118, 11-7 and 12-10 win in the
best-of-7-game girls’ under-13 final.
Meanwhile, Mumbai’s
fancied paddler Sana the
top seed, lived up to her
billing and quashed the
aspirations of second seed
Shubha Bhat of Thane by
winning the final in five
the games to clinch the
girls’ under-15 title. Sana
won a tough opening
game but a lapse in concentration allowed Shubha to easily take the second to level match scores
at 1-all.
But, thereafter, Sana
who played with controlled aggression found
her rhythm and called the
shots and won the next
three games on the trot to
wrap up the contest to
complete a rewarding day
with the match scores
reading at 12-10, 2-11, 11-8,
11-8 and 11-5.
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From being
an avid,
formally
trained
photographer
to Shiv Sena
executive
president and
then the Chief
Minister of
massive
Maharashtra,
Uddhav has
come a
long way.

t happened at a Shiv Sena
workshop at Mahabaleshwar
in 2003. There was a collective
raising of eyebrows, or perhaps
attempts to keep them firmly in
place. Sena supremo Bal Thackeray took the occasion to announce
that his son, Uddhav, would become Sena’s executive president.
Though most Shiv Sainiks welcomed Thackeray’s announcement, a few resented it, and these
included Uddhav’s cousin Raj
Thackeray and Sena leader
Narayan Rane. Then there were
doubts among a section of
Sainiks — did Uddhav have the
abilities and potential to lead the
party and retain its position in
the state? It did not help that
there were successive splits in the
party after Narayan Rane and Raj
Thackeray slammed the doors
behind them.
Fast forward to another announcement almost 23 years later,
after the 2019 Maharashtra assembly elections. Nationalist
Congress Party chief, Sharad
Pawar, unilaterally named Uddhav as the chief minister of the
Maha Vikas Aghadi government.
Much to the anger of the veterans
in the Congress party, who swallowed their emotions and settled
on his name to keep the
Bharatiya Janata Party out of
power. Pawar had taken a calculated risk as Uddhav had never
contested a legislative or parliamentary election, and lacked administrative experience.
After both announcements
paved the way to high positions,
Uddhav silenced his critics. After
Thackeray senior’s death in 2012,
Uddhav projected himself as his
father’s committed soldier and an
active member of the Sena family.
But he carefully left his father's
aura alone. When Uddhav took
charge of the Sena, he avoided
calling himself 'party supremo'-he assumed the title of party
head. He announced that no one,
including him, could become
Sena supremo; he was saying no
one fills the shoes of his father,
who formed the party in 1966.
Today, he sits in Maharashtra
chief minister’s chair. Led by
him, the MVA government has
disproved BJP's numerous
prophecies about its collapse today, tomorrow or the day after,
and is about to complete two
years since formation.
Senior Shiv Sena leader and
Minister Subhash Desai has seen
both Bal Thackeray and Uddhav
at close quarters. In Desai’s opinion, “He (Uddhav) has not drifted
from the party's core values but
emerged as the able and confident
leader to lead the party and the
government.”
From being an avid, formally
trained photographer to Shiv
Sena executive president and then
the Chief Minister of massive Maharashtra, Uddhav has come a
long way. His role models were his
father and grandfather. Though,
in his later years, the Shiv Sena

Consolidator
The

This month, Maharashtra’s Uddhav Thackeray-led MVA government completes two
years in power. On the occasion, Sanjay Jog maps a few moments in Thackeray’s
journey to the Chief Minister’s post, and outlines his future challenges
supremo remained active and visible in the party’s functioning and
decision making, he withdrew
from day-to-day affairs, which he
left to Uddhav. This allowed Uddhav to establish a connect with
the old guards or Thackeray senior’s ‘Ashta Mandal’ as well as
the younger leaders.
When the Sena had an alliance
with the BJP, Thackeray senior
let Uddhav make new political experiments that worked with
‘Marathi manoos’ and ‘Hindutva’
ideas. Thackeray senior had
hailed Uddhav as a cool-headed
strategist who increased the party’s presence and worked out poll
strategies. Uddhav focused on
strengthening the party’s

‘shakha’-level network in Mumbai and the rest of the state, and
accommodating a mix of youthful
and veteran leaders from all sections of society. And he gathered
a bunch of confidantes who were
driven to ensure the party's
growth and get poll victories.
During the Covid-19 pandemic,
Uddhav launched many government initiatives — strengthening
health infrastructure and implementing the ‘My Family My Responsibility’ and ‘My Village’
campaigns. And at key moments,
Thackeray gave televised and livestreamed addresses to the state,
appealed for support in curbing
the pandemic, and shared the successes of the government while

accepting its failures. He also displayed an ability to digest criticism especially from the BJP, but
would not compromise on the
safety of people during the
Covid crisis.
Meanwhile, Uddhav knew that
the Sena couldn’t afford to lose its
dominance of India’s richest civic
body, the Brihanmumbai Municipal Corporation. For years, the
Sena has fended off allegations
that its handling of BMC encourages corruption and inefficiency.
So, Uddhav launched the ‘Mi
Mumbaikar’ campaign to attract
not just the Marathi manoos but
non-Marathi speaking voters,
who were being lured by its ally,
the BJP. It must be said, though,

that Mi Mumbaikar flopped. Uddhav then launched the ‘Karun
dakhavale’ (We did it) campaign
to advertise the party-led BMC’s
pro-development and pro-Mumbaikar work.
During the Modi wave of 2014,
the Shiv Sena raised its seat tally
in the state assembly and Lok
Sabha. The Sena had fought
the assembly elections alone,
blaming the BJP, its ally of over
25 years, for ditching it. After BJP,
which had won 123 seats in the
state assembly, formed the government by mobilising support
from independents and smaller
parties, the Sena opted for the
opposition benches.
The BJP was confident to win
the floor test, boosted by unilateral support extended by the NCP
“in the larger interest of the
state”. Uddhav chose not to play
second fiddle. What led him to
change his decision was a pragmatic consideration: he feared a
split in the party. So, he accepted
less significant portfolios, and ultimately decided to join the BJPled government.
When, in 2017, on the eve of the
BMC elections, seat-sharing talks
between the Sena and the BJP
failed, Uddhav stunned his ally by
fighting the elections solo. And although Sena shared power with
the BJP in the state, Uddhav
and his party kept on firing
salvos at the state and central

Playing it safe

mise on their health. I agree that online classes aren't as good as offline
classes, but until vaccines come and
are available to all children, schools
reopening might be a dangerous
idea,” he says. Their elder daughter
has classes for two hours a day,
while the younger one has four to
five hours a day, which proves to be
harmful to her eyesight. “Schools
should keep the hybrid learning
mode on for those who choose to
stay away from offline class,” he
adds.

Offline education is back as many Indian states have
let or are about to let schools reopen. Yet concerns
over Covid are making many parents wary of sending
their children back to school. Shilpi finds out why

S

chools in a few states are reopening, a major step towards
the slow return of normal life
for Indian children. Many parents
are eager to send their children to
school, saying that the child in a
classroom learns better and more
than the child does sitting in front of
the screen at home. Though online
learning, parents say, is inferior to
the overall mental and physical development of peers in the physical
space, many parents still have reservations about sending their children
to attend classes.
For instance, Shabeeh from New
Delhi has decided against sending
her children to school once it reopens on November 15. She says,
“My concern is that we do not know
much about post-COVID complications in kids. Studies show that kids
are the least affected, but I am afraid
that if any difficulty lasts long, they
have their whole life in front of
them, unlike adults.”
Others have practical reasons for
choosing the hybrid online-offline
model. During the lockdown, Hyderabad resident Nimesh Priyadarshi
shifted base to Bhubaneshwar but
didn't want to change his daughter
Navya’s school in mid-session. “She

is still in the same school as she was
in Hyderabad, and the online classes
have made it possible to attend
school from anywhere. We prefer the
hybrid model for her,” he says.
Schools are making efforts to ensure children’s safety, including
seeking parents’ consent. To assuage the concerns of the parents
and children, many schools are ensuring complete vaccination of the
school staff, with regular sanitisation of the entire premises, while
maintaining social distancing in
the classroom, and encouraging hygiene among students. But other
parents voice concerns that their
young children in Classes 1 to 5
might not want to or be able to
follow hygiene norms.

Two hard choices

As a healthcare worker, Dr Shabana
Mehnaaz has had close encounters
with COVID in the last 20 months. “I
have been extra careful all this
while. Corona is not gone yet, and
we can’t let our guard down. If I
send my eighth-grader son Tipu Sultan to school, I will worry about his
safety because he refuses to wear a
mask, and if I choose to let him stay
alone at home, I will be worried

BJP leadership.
With the Modi wave still surging, BJP improved its tally but
came short of winning enough
seats to get the right of naming
the mayor. And although Sena
won fewer seats than it had in
2012, it still emerged as the single
largest party in the 227-member
civic body. The BJP did not want
to disturb the alliance before the
upcoming assembly elections; it
left the Sena free to appoint a
mayor, and decided not to contest
the deputy mayoral election, too.
Ahead of the state assembly
elections slated for 2019, Shiv
Sainiks projected Uddhav as new
the “Hindu Hruday Samrat”, a title once applied to his father. During the Ram Mandir movement in
the 1990s, Thackeray senior was
one of the prominent faces of
Hindutva.
Further, as CM, Uddhav led the
MVA government through many
crises including cyclones, unseasonal rains, and of course the
pandemic. The state’s finances
were tight, yet Uddhav took his allies into confidence and released
financial packages that exceeded
stipulated norms.
While the MVA will complete
two years this month, further
challenges confront Uddhav as
party president and CM. Uddhav
has ruled out allying again with
the BJP. He will need to go solo or
find new allies to fend off the BJP
in the 2022 BMC elections. To do
so, Uddhav will have to reach out
to the Sena’s traditional vote
bank, the Marathi manoos, but
also other 2 voters. In his customary Dussehra rally, Uddhav criticised BJP for its brand of Hindutva, and said Hindutva faces a
threat from the ‘neo-Hindus’
propped up by the BJP. Uddhav
also said the Sena’s view of Hindutva includes Marathi and nonMarathi speakers, telling Sainiks
to reach out to both.
Along his journey, Uddhav has
attempted to bridge opposites: He
accepted secularism to align with
his new allies without disowning
Hindutva. In coming times, Uddhav will have to carefully pursue
Shiv Sena’s pan-India mission,
even as he steers his state
administration.
Veteran journalist Prakash
Akolkar, who has written a book
on the Sena, said, “Uddhav successfully tackled administrative
and legislative challenges. The
situation was similar to a fifth
standard kid forced to appear for
the SSC exam without going
through the preliminary exam.
He has passed successfully. Uddhav also admitted on the floor of
the legislature that the Sena faced
losses because of mixing politics
and religion. He thereby disowned his father’s ‘Garv Se Kaho
Hindu’ call.’’ Uddhav did not succumb to pressure from BJP and
others for reopening of religious
places during the COVID crisis,
preferring the safety of the people in his charge, notes Akolkar.

A tough decision

about his overexposure to screen
and mindless Net surfing. Both situations are worrying as a mother,”
she says. A surge of cases in Europe
and elsewhere has made her jittery
about sending Tipu to school, but
eventually, that seems the best possible recourse to take, she feels.

Covid still around

Ritesh and Aparajita Chandra from
Mumbai have similar concerns for
Ishi (Class 8) and Aditri (Class 1).
“Reopening schools at this stage is a
debatable issue. The first thing to
consider is whether health is a pri-

ority at this stage. We are still not
sure whether there is any third
wave coming or not. What if the
children are caught in the worst
phase yet to be seen of the pandemic. I have not opted for physical
school for my eighth grader as I do
not want to risk her health and life,”
says Chandra.
The flip side, she agrees, is that the
children are deprived of regular
school life. Two golden years of
school life got lost in this conundrum. The couple’s younger one has
suffered a lot regarding the initial
development of reading and writing

skills. “The interaction through
peers at this age is vital. Also, managing work from home and attending school duties for children is
tough,” she adds.

Pros and cons

Bhubaneshwar-based Namrita and
Jaspinder Chahal have two children
— Mehr in Class 7 and Zaara in
Class 4 — and their reasons to let
them attend online classes outweigh
those for attending school in physical space. “I am wary of letting
them attend school. It is safe but can
be risky in no time. I can’t compro-

Aman and Vandana Ritolia have
been in touch with his son Shrey's
school since it reopened for Classes
5 and above and are looking forward
to sending him to school once it resumes class in offline mode for junior school in January 2022.
“We are in a fix. On the one hand,
we are apprehensive because kids
are not yet vaccinated. How will
they transition mentally after nearly two years of “home” based learning? The other side of the argument
is that online education has been
more destructive to kids development - emotionally, socially, physically and mentally. I hope that the
schools can compensate for the lost
time. Kids are resilient, and the long
period of being absent from school
does not leave any long-lasting impact on the kids,” Ritolia says,
adding how long home quarantine
for a single kid family affected his
child. “A confident public speaker
has become shy and introverted.
Working on a computer has led to a
severe loss of writing skills, and
there’s no outdoor physical activity,” he says about his son in Class 3.
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MILLENNIAL PILGRIM

T

here will
be hardly
anyone
who wouldn’t
have heard productivity hacks
on loop on
YouTube. That
Somi Das
probably is the
best way to procrastinate – simply watch several videos on being productive. Much like talking about fitness is always the
easier way out over actually getting fit. The intention here is not
to shame you. We are after all
mortal beings and only have a
limited pool of willpower on a
given day, which again is subject
to multiple variables – like what
phase of your life you are in,
what you ate for breakfast, how
your boss treated you on a given
day. The idea is to drive home
the paradoxes of our existence –
we always fail to do what we
most want. And one of the
things that modern living mandates is productivity and yet we
simply fail to get anything of significance done on most days.
Though, such acute aversion to
action never comes in our way to
bingeing shows on OTT platforms. We waste a good part of
our day simply scrolling through
the social media feed of our
friends. We are barely able to get
our laundry done, wash the piling dishes, or re-arrange the
wardrobe once in a while. It’s a
struggle to move through days
actually doing the things on our
to-do list. It’s not as if we are enjoying this state of inertia. Even
as our bodies lie inert on bed
passively scrolling and watching
videos, our mind is pulling us to
get started on the presentation
or the article that we need to
submit the very same day. One
might dismiss this as chronic
procrastination or plain laziness

If you are bingeing on productivity hacks videos but are
finding it difficult to meet your deadline, or even take a
shower, you must examine the underlying causes

When we lose
the will for action

or a fallout of millennial entitlement, as we have the luxury of
getting services at our doorstep.
But when such a phase persists
for a longer period, it is better to
read this through the prism of
clinical literature and call it avolition. In clinical terms avolition
stands for the loss of will to do
any goal-directed task.
This inaction can be seen in
the failure to complete an
official assignment or the
inability to get up and take
a bath, while one is constantly mentally planning
to do it. For patients with
mental illnesses even maintaining personal hygiene
becomes a difficult proposition owing to avolition. It is
a common symptom in patients of schizophrenia, depression, bipolar disorder,
etc.
However, it is not uncommon for functioning individuals to experience this.
Particularly, with the lockdown many have simply
been in their pyjamas for
days together, lying in their

Experiencing
avolition doesn’t
mean a person likes
to relax and take it
easy in life. Instead,
their overthinking
mind and crippling
fears leave them with
little resources to do
anything useful with
their time

and psychological impact on us.
Without bodily movement we
tend to move towards the more
depressive end of our mood. The
only antidote then to anything
bordering on avolition is movement. One must remember that
our body sometimes does require
extended periods of rest due to
stressful situations. But passivity
isn’t relaxation. Your body might
be passive but your mind might
be on an overthinking drive, tiring you out and leaving you too
exhausted to do anything meaningful. Experiencing avolition

doesn’t mean a person likes to relax and take it easy in life. Instead, their overthinking mind
and crippling fears leave them
with little resources to do anything useful with their time. If
such feelings persist for longer
periods of time, it could be an indication of a clinical condition
and medical help should be
sought. Even for functioning individuals, whose avolition is not
paired with other impairments
of mental illnesses, the condition
must not be taken lightly. It is
easy to slip into these phases of
complete inaction and emotional
numbness and exhaustion.
Here are a few ways to spring
back into action whenever you
feel what you are experiencing
isn’t regular fatigue but something bordering on avolition –
1. Open doors and windows,
feel sunlight on your skin. 2.
Check what you eat. Go low on
carbs, high on proteins, take vitamin supplements. 3. Get a blood
test done to check hormonal imbalance or deficiencies. 4. Physically make the effort to move. Put
on some music and dance. 5.
Limit your screen-time. If possible, go off social media.6. Push
yourself to take a cold-shower. 7.
Practice relaxation. As explained
earlier, passivity doesn’t mean
relaxation. Relaxation happens
when you truly reside in your
body and not constantly live in
your head. Yoga nidra is a good
relaxation practice that brings
you back to your body and normalises your breath. And finally,
consult a specialist if you have
been finding it difficult to get
things done, slipping into avolition more
frequently.
(The writer is a mental health
and behavioral sciences columnist, conducts art therapy workshops and provides personality
development sessions for young
adults. She can be found as
@the_millennial_pilgrim on
Instagram and
Twitter.)

bed, eating in their bed and
watching tons and tons of OTT
shows. This is very different
from not having the motivation
to work. The intent to work is
very much there, but one is unable to shake off the inertia and
spring into action. The constant
pull and push of guilt at being
able to meet one’s productivity
targets only worsens the situation.When extended for longer
periods of time, non-movement
might have adverse physiological

SEX AND THE CITY

Husband’s low

I

sex drive

some manner.
am a sexualIn my practice, I
ly-active
often meet huswoman who
bands and wives
is liberated
who are no longer
enough to initiphysically attractate intimacy
ed to their spouswith my huses and who feel
band. However,
Dr.
Aman
Rajan
Bhonsle,
like their spouses
over the years
Ph.D Consulting Relationship
his interest has Counsellor & Youth Mentor have stopped exciting them. This
lessened, he gets
draws in the need to perannoyed when I initiate
haps introduce some novintimacy and denies it.
When I raise the issue, he elty and innovation in
your relationship.
ridicules me calling me
The essence or core of a
‘sex obsessed’, and whenhuman being may never
ever he initiates, he will
change, but that doesn’t
be all nice about it. I feel
mean one ignores the
humiliated and angry.
concerted efforts to add
Neither do I want to seek
some vitality to the
sex elsewhere nor I want
daily proceedings.
to end the marriage, but
Why do couples
do not know how to enplan getaways, date
sure a healthy and mutunights or why do hually respectful relationman beings feel the
ship. Please advise.
need to celebrate
Ans. For living beings, sex special occasions?
Our need to break
is a primal, self-preservafree from the muntory urge. And for hudane logistics of daimans, sex is not somely living is as prothing that is given or taknounced a need as
en... it is shared as the inseveral other life purtimate culmination of
love, trust and vulnerabil- suits such as being
productive, being creity expressed physically
atively fulfilled and
and emotionally between
seeking companiona couple. When sex is pasship.
sionately shared, it binds
So many hours and
a relationship firmly as it
weeks may be spent dronis the ultimate show and
ing forward in a conformtell of that crucial decision to explore life togeth- ist manner so as to cause
the least disruptions possier and stay the course
ble along the way. It can all
even when the ride gets
begin to feel a little jaded.
bumpy.
Your husband’s waning
This is why it is important
interest could be caused
for couples to invest
by a drop in his libido or
deeply in building a
perhaps his emotional and friendship that will help
physical expectations from them hold fort during the
you aren’t being met in
many turbulent storms of

life. What kind of friendship do you share with you
husband? Are both of you
comfortable discussing
matters with each other?
You are well within your
right to raise the issue
about wanting to have
more sex with him. As a
counsellor, I still see unfortunate remnants of patriarchal generational
mindsets when men talk
about the women in their
lives. Several men believe
it is their birth right to
control the narrative of a
woman’s life and the various milestones in her life
(marriage, pregnancy, enjoyment, etc.) They believe
that they must decide
‘what she gets’ and ‘how
much of it she gets’.
This influence over her
choices and desires by the
men in her life may subtly

get expressed in absolute
terms of what is ‘allowed’
or ‘disallowed’. Could it be
that ‘sex’ is something
your husband wishes to
permit you to partake in?
Does he treat you as an
‘equal’ or as someone he
must ‘direct’? There are no
definite conclusions to be
drawn yet, but couple’s
therapy will help open up
the discourse.

M

y ex-wife had
filed for divorce
claiming that I
am impotent. The fact is
that I was anxious and
depressed over my father’s cancer treatment
and the financial strain
immediately after we got
married, and did not feel
like being intimate,
though I was loving and
caring towards her. I
know that I have no sexual problems as I met a
sexologist who certified
that as well. Yet I am extremely stressed about
my sexual performance
due to my upcoming
marriage to a lovely girl
who I am attracted to
and have been dating for
the last six months. How
do I deal with this?
Ans. The impotence clause
can be a tricky one. Under-

standably, your issues
with your wife were emotional in nature and that
cascaded to affect the sexual relationship that you
both shared. This is both
expected and common. Adverse circumstances have
a sneaky way of engulfing
every aspect of our
life. The body and mind
are connected despite the
fact that we have different

words for them.
One’s mood, libido, productivity and even competence across key disciplines may be ruffled as a
result of how adverse marital circumstances are being emotionally processed.
You were put through the
wringer due to the financial strain and health challenges within your family
and for that you cannot be
blamed. You did what you
could to rise up to the
challenges life tossed your

a pleasant outcome.
Your sexual performance
will be contingent on how
comfortable you feel
around your partner. Prioritise how open and
friendly you are with each
other. Your new wife will
bring with her a world of
expectations, strengths,
limitations and quirks.
You will have to accept
those and find a way to
adapt to those too.
If a part of you worries
that she will be disap-

Puzzled about

‘performance’
way and you got mixed results that most human beings in your situation
would have, and that’s alright too. It was a hard situation to be in and yet you
managed to stay afloat.
A marriage need not be
seen as an examination
where you study hard to
get the best results possible. A marriage requires
the full participation of
two individuals to stay
ahead of the curve. Fortunately, you’ve got another
shot at this. It is vital that
you approach your new relationship with a sense of
excitement, calm and honesty as you orient yourself
into the role of a husband
once again. The biases and
wounds that are carried
over from previous embitterment and relationships
can threaten to injure this
fresh beginning that
you’re looking to establish. If this girl is, in fact,
lovely and all is well between both of you for the
past six months of your
courtship period, then
worrying is unlikely to
help navigate you towards

A marriage need
not be seen as
an examination
where you study
hard to get the
best results
possible. A
marriage
requires the full
participation of
two individuals
to stay ahead of
the curve.
pointed in you the way
your previous wife was,
then that is a generalisation and over-simplification geared at standardising and stereotyping what
women want from men
and how women think. If
your new wife loves you
and wishes to nurture you,
the understanding she
shows you will be a reflection of that spirit of care
rather than any measurement criteria.

CHANAKYA THOUGHTS

Finishing what
you have started
W

e are a
current task at
generahand. And it takes
tion of
a lot to focus on
multitasking. So
the task again.
much to do, and so
Therefore, it is
less time. It was
important to
once considered
make sure you
that science and
come back to the
technology would
work at hand.
ease our lives and
Even if you do get
Dr
Radhakrishnan
Pillai
make work more
distracted, it is
productive and effifine. But come
cient. We will have more
back and focus again. Slowtime to spare. But, let us do
ly your mind will get
a reality check. It looks like
trained. And self-discipline
with more technology and
will be developed.
speed, work has become
more hectic and we seem to
3. Take help from others
be stuck in work mode. Be
Many times, when we start
it personal or professional
anything, it is a lonely jourlives, there is so much to do,
ney. If you want, you can
in so little time.
take help from others. In
We start many activities,
my case, I take a lot of help
but are not able to complete
from others in every task. It
those. Be it an educational
has two benefits: Even if
course that we enrolled for,
you forget, others will rereading a book, a project we
mind you. Also, it is a matgot involved with — many
ter of commitment to comleave tasks midway. We beplete the task when you
gin with enthusiasm, but
have spoken about the work
lose our interest along the
with others.
way. Very few people are
For example, when I write
good at completing the
books, my publishers and
work they have started.
editors are involved. They
So, is there a way to enhelp and push me as well.
sure that we finish what we
In fact, my wife is my
have started, that too sucbiggest supporter. She will
cessfully? Yes. Chanakya
shows us the way...
He says:
“Activity is that which
brings about the accomplishment of works undertaken.”
(6.2.2)
So, first things first. Many
think activity means some
action or movement. Hence,
if someone says, “That person is very active….” it
means he or she is not lazy
and seems to be moving
around a lot. Chanakya
would disagree with this.
He said, activity is that
which once started is also
completed. Only then it is
Planning is critical before
called a real activity. Otheryou start any project or
wise, it is just action or
assignment. “Begin with
movement. So, let us see
how we can practice this.
the end in mind,” said
1. The objective has to
be clear
Before we take up any
work, think about what is
expected from you. What is
the work all about, what is
the time frame of completing the task? What resources are required? The
more you plan in detail, the
better is the clarity about
the work to be undertaken.
It is said in the Indian
armed forces, “The more
you sweat in times of peace,
the less you bleed in times
of war”. Yes, planning is
critical before you start any
project or assignment. “Begin with the end in mind,”
said Stephen Covey, the author of the management
classic, The Seven Habits of
Highly Effective People.
Once our objective or end
goal is clear, it is easy to
focus on the process.
2. Start doing it
It is important to note that
once you plan, put your
plan into action. That is important. And then once you
start, there will always be
obstacles as well as distractions. Imagine you wanted
to read a book, either your
mind will wander or an external disturbance will
take place.
Today, social media is the
biggest distraction. It takes
your mind away from the

Stephen Covey, the
author of the
management classic, The
Seven Habits of Highly
Effective People. Once
our objective or end goal
is clear, it is easy to focus
on the process.

keep asking me, “So what is
the status of your book.
When is it getting complete?”
Such reminders help me
push myself and complete
all the projects that I undertake. And we need to schedule our work.
Also very important: Keep
notes about all the work
you undertake. And keep
ticking off each task once it
is complete. Then move on
to the next task. Work will
never stop. New assignments and projects will
keep coming in. But as it is
said, “It is not important
how many new projects you
start, but how many you
completed.”
(The writer is Founder Director of Chanakya Aanvikshiki Pvt Ltd, a best-selling author and an expert on
Chanakya’s teachings. He
can be followed on his
twitter @rchanakyapillai)
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alzburg in Austria is synonymous with Mozart
and chocolates. But for me, it is synonymous
with the Schloss Leopoldskron, a magnificent
Rococo palace from the 18th century. Apart from its
interesting history, it is famous for the film, The
Sound of Music. The exterior of the palace was
shown as the home of the von Trapp family and
the outdoor scenes were filmed on the terrace of
the palace.
It was in 2001 that I decided to use the fascinating
palace and Salzburg town as destination characters
in my novel. I was invited by the Salzburg Global
Seminar, who owned the palace, for a seminar on
‘Books to Screen’. The moment I stepped into the majestic Marble Hall and stared up at the imposing
walls with the grand paintings and the ceiling deeply
etched with evocative frescoes narrating the four
phases in nature, profession, seasons and human life,
I knew that the Schloss would be a perfect character
in a mystery novel. Many years later, I returned to
the Schloss to fulfil this desire and The Trail of Four
was born.
The Schloss, which boasts an intriguing history,
was built in 1736 by Archbishop Leopold Firmian.
Two years later, he died. His body was buried at
Salzburg Cathedral, but his heart was buried in the
private chapel of the Schloss as a gesture of his love
for it. The Schloss passed through many hands over
the next century till it was finally acquired and renovated by famous actor-director Max Reinhardt (who
co-founded the famous Salzburg Festival) in the 1920s.
Reinhardt used the Schloss as a backdrop for his
plays, inviting theatre personalities from around the
world to perform. However, during World War II, the

Untersberg mountain
rising above the lake

ANITA RAHEJA-HEENA AGARWAL

T

he feisty 65-year-old Sandhya
Kriplani started a food blog
called Araj, during the pandemic to spread her love for and
awareness about Sindhi food. With a
cloud kitchen in Bandra, Mumbai,
she caters to those who are fond of
special Sindhi mithais. “I have a degree in fine arts from Mumbai. I
haven’t had any training in culinary

becomes a
character

Leo & Mo guarding the lake entrance
Austrian-Jewish director had to flee to America
when the Nazis took over the Schloss. Reinhardt died
in 1942, apparently pining for the Schloss.

Perfect premise for a mystery novel

But when the war ended, the Schloss was once more
handed back to Reinhardt’s widow. In 1947, three Harvard youngsters initiated the Salzburg Global Seminar, organising seminars with the aim to challenge
the present and future leaders to solve issues of global concern. The Schloss is now owned by the Salzburg
Global Seminar, which continues to host eminent
personalities from across the world to support the
evolving needs of change-makers across generations.
My decision to base the novel there led to many
firsts for me. Firstly, having based it out of India,
which was my comfort zone, the prime necessity was
to write the novel like an insider of the country and
of the place. That was an uphill task, but made easy
by the Schloss personnel and these detailed pieces

Getreidegasse street
from the history of the Schloss. In-depth research
had to follow to cement every tiny detail of history
with the current plot and for it to look original, local,
logical and natural. Giving life to local characters,
that too some from the past, was another major task
within this task. Mingling with locals, reading the
pre-WWII history was very helpful for that. But all
this became possible because I actually stayed in this

Schloss in winter

I

am back in Kolkata and this time with
a group of my expat friends living in
Delhi who are a part of my ‘Explore
India Club’. I want them to see Kolkata
my way. I have booked us at a landmark
that has witnessed the unfolding history
of India, principally of Bengal — The
Hyatt Regency Kolkata. When Jay Pritzker
bought a Los Angeles airport hotel from
businessmen Hyatt von Dehn and Jack
Dyer Crouch in 1957, it marked the
beginning of the story of one of the bestknown hotel chains in the world. In
2002, the City of Joy become home to
the Hyatt Regency Kolkata. The moment I
enter the gates of the hotel, I pause to
take in the Hyatt Regency’s heritage and
history through the beautiful driveway
and lobby. The air of composure sets in,
our check-in is done in a jiffy and we are
led to our room. The Waterside Cafe is
where we and others choose to kick off
the day with a nourishing breakfast with
superfoods. La Cucina is where decadent
Sunday brunches turn into sundowners
— I have booked that for our last
afternoon in this lovely city.
City on foot
One of Kolkata’s paramount assets, aka
Tangra Chinatown, is a captivating place
to visit. It is the only place in India that is
home to sizeable residents of Chinese
heritage, where old Chinese ethnicities
and customs are well-preserved. I will

Sweet indulgence
65-year-old Sandhya Kriplani shares
her love for Sindhi sweets, which
led to the birth of her brand

Author Manjiri Prabhu
shares travel tips and her
fascination with the
Austrian city, in which she
set her mystery novel

Library at the Schloss Leopoldskron

FOODIE TRAIL

Cemetry under snow

historic and notable property and soaked in its
energy and spirit.
One of the most unique features of the Schloss is
undoubtedly its library, modelled along the lines of
the St. Gallen Monastery library in Switzerland. The
wooden décor, the bookshelves embedded within
wooden arches and pillars, the huge fireplace and the
log-like, curvy structure gave the library the perfect
ambience ever. But the most intriguing feature was
the secret staircase. Hidden behind a bookshelf, it
sprung at me, demanding me to put it in a mystery
novel! The staircase spirals quietly to the upper floor
of the library (the only access route to the first floor)
and leads on to Max Reinhardt’s original, private
apartment. The glittering Venetian room with paintings of harlequins in gold-gilded frames, the Chinese
Room with ornate, eastern lamps, and the magnificent Marble Hall are all glorious representations of
Max Reinhardt’s vision, his eye for detail and
artistry. And for me, additionally, the excitement lay
in embedding parts of the Trail of Four into these
iconic features of the Schloss, offering clues in solving a trail set 75 years ago.
The Great Hall opens out to the terrace and gardens
that overlook the scintillating lake and Untersberg
mountain. This is where scenes from ‘The Sound of
Music’ were shot and are still easily identifiable. But
it’s not just the palace that is fascinating. Salzburg in
its entirety radiates a sense of fresh appeal. It is secure in its tradition, settled in its history and happy
in its art and culture. In perfect balance, the result is
a heritage city.
The town has an old-world charm which has a
soothing effect on you — the ancient cemetery decorated with flowers; the Cathedral dome that has
braved and survived multiple fires over centuries and
is now a breath-taking marvel; Mozart’s birthplace
and residential quarters — the musical heart of their
history; the Festung or Fortress perched on the top of
the hill; the Mirabelle Palace and Gardens where the
song Do Re Mi from The Sound of Music was filmed;
the quaint shopping street, Getreidegasse….
Be it the big open-air chessboard or simply the innumerable churches, monasteries, museums and
sculptures steeped in history, Salzburg offered me the
chance to step away from using a European landscape as a mere backdrop, and to represent it as a
character and re-introduce it to the world through
the art of fiction.
It was a unique voyage that not only combined my
love for writing with my love for travel and hunger
for knowledge of other cultures, but an amazing journey which brought me
closer to the culture, art,
people and history of
Austria. And more profoundly, the response to
the novel, even from the
Austrian and European
readers, was really heartening and encouraging
and set the ball for my
thriller series, where interesting European destinations became exciting
characters of depth and
history. The perfect road
to contentment.

and is growing slowly into a source
of income.
What is your culinary expertise?
I specialise in traditional Sindhi cuisine especially Meetha Lolas. It’s a
traditional Sindhi sweet that we eat
during Thadri (a Sindhi festival).
But my best-selling mithai would
have to be Kaju mithai. Everyone
loves it; I custom-make it in cubes,
modaks, laddoos and even cakes.
Everyone is willing to indulge in
sweet treats for themselves and even
to gift their loved ones.
Who encouraged you to start the
business?
My initial push was from my older
daughter, Priya. My younger daughter, Ishita, and I were extremely apprehensive. But Priya did her best to
convince us and that’s mainly why
we are here today, doing our best
every day.

arts per de, but I’ve been cooking for
my family over the years. I started
my brand of Indian sweets, Araj,
last year soon after the pandemic
started,” she says when asked about
her foray into the culinary world.
Here, Kriplani, or Sandy as she is
fondly called by her family and
friends, gives a glimpse of her blog,
her kitchen, and more. Excerpts:
Who introduced you to cooking?
Both my mother and mother-in-law
were passionate about the food they
cooked for their family and loved
ones. And I guess that’s how I started enjoying cooking after seeing the
joy on the faces of a well-fed family.
What prompted you to start a blog?
I always wanted to do something on
my own but my responsibilities
kept me preoccupied so I never really get the chance. I started Araj
when the pandemic hit and everyone became overly cautious about
where they were sourcing their
food from. It started as a passion

Sindhi Tayri

Ingredients:
● Basmati Rice — 1/2 cup
● Water — 1 cup
● Warm Milk — 1 tbsp
● Saffron — 10 to 15 strands
● Sugar — 1/2 cup
● Ghee — 1/4 cup
● Cardamom — 4 to 6 pieces
● Cloves — 6 pieces
● Cashews — 8 pieces
● Almonds — 8 pieces
● A few raisins

Method:
Rinse the rice well and soak it in
water for about an hour. While
the rice is soaking, simultaneously soak
the saffron in warm milk and slit the
cashews and almonds. Heat 2 tbsp of
ghee in a heavy-bottomed pan,
add the cashews, almonds
and raisins and roast till
they turn golden
brown and keep
them aside. In the
same pan, add 2
tbsp of ghee and
cloves and
cardamom. Roast
for a few minutes

Do you remember the day you received
your first big order?
I remember it clearly. It was during
Ganpati last year, a month after we
started taking orders. I was super
nervous and yet over the moon. I
didn’t have the bandwidth, but
thanks to the push from my loved
ones, I accepted it and it was all
hands on the deck then. As soon as
the order was completed, it felt like
we had won a war.
Any memorable foodie experience you
would like to share?
During parties and weddings, I feel
overwhelmed to see so many people
relishing my food. Another thing
that brings a smile to my face is
when people order mithais to send
to their families in different parts of
the world. I’m here, but my work is
going global.
Instagram and word of mouth
helped us get new customers and an
uptick in business. It’s a slow
process, but I know it will be worth
it in the long run.

and keep them aside. Now, pour water
into the pan. Once the water starts to boil,
add milk-soaked saffron followed by the
soaked rice, remove the water completely
and lower the flame. Cover the pan with a
lid and cook for 7 to 8 minutes till the rice
is cooked. Slowly, add the sugar in a
sprinkling manner and mix gently. Cook till
the sugar syrup dries and then add 2 to 3
tbsp of ghee. Once the liquid is soaked
up, add in the roasted
cashews, almonds and
raisins and mix well. Serve
hot or warm.

Taking ten thousand
steps in Kolkata
If you wish to wander around a city, soak in its rhythms and stop for a
delicious meal, look no farther than Kolkata, which is perhaps India’s most
affable metro. Rupali Dean puts on her walking shoes and takes us along

endorse the unsur-passed way to see a
city is on foot, and I am a big fan of
walking tours. It also makes impeccable
sense to have a walking tour in Kolkata
with its scarcely motorable streets. We
are on the Chinatown walk that goes
through the city’s old part. The tour is led
by Manjit Singh Hoonjan, the creator of
Calcutta Photo Tours, an urban voyager
whose understanding of the city goes
beyond the encyclopaedia. He’s wellinformed, full of treasured trivia and a
generous guide, supplying
us with peanuts and
kulhads of hot tea. A little
distance from Manjit’s
home in Bowbazar, which
we reach somewhere in the
middle of this specific walk,
are the residences of Bow
Barracks, with its locally
created bakery items and
wines, and the Buddhist
Temple Street, with its rest

house for travellers. The route also brings
us the flavour of Kolkata’s Chinese
heritage. Soon, we are at Old Chinatown,
where I find shops with pork sausages
dangling from their windows (and a pool
of pig parts piled up below). On this
walking tour, we also venture into the
Chinese temple, Sea Ip Church. By now
we have explored Old Chinatown. We
cross over to grab a bite of the famous
noodles before we finish the walk with a
delightful Chinese lunch at Tung Nam

Enjoying momos with Doma Wong
at The Blue Poppy Thakali

Kolkata rickshaws

Sunset by the Hoogly
restaurant, said to be one of the oldest
remaining Chinese restaurants in Kolkata.
If you are looking for a shutterbug to
capture your memories with a good chat,
Manjit has you covered.
Foodie delights
A visit to Kolkata is incomplete if you
haven’t reserved a table at the classic
home of flair and style, Flurys. With its
European heritage, Flurys is viewed as
the place to be for indulging in top
quality cakes, pastries, chocolates,
cookies and other items in the well-

heeled Park Street. Flurys prides itself in
being a space that is stress-free, modern
and chic and where one can sit and relax
in luxury. I would recommend the baked
beans on toast and the rum balls...
divine!
Dinner that night is at Sneha Singhi’s
home; the expats are a bit wary going to
a home where they do not know
anyone. I have known Sneha since she
opened her first Paris Café many years
ago, and I know she’s a brilliant chef; her
better half, Saugat, is an excellent host.
We break the ice over drinks and fish fry

Monastery
followed by a delicious Bengali meal
comprising kosha mangsho, aloo dum,
luchi, murgir jhol, among other dishes. To
finish off the meal, Sneha serves us some
black tea infused with spices, with a

decent quantity of sugar; the
tea is usually served after a
meal to aid digestion. Dessert
comes in the form of sandesh.
We all have an intimate chat
about Bengali food and
lifestyle, which is something
one should absolutely explore;
it is a good way to immerse
oneself in local customs.
The tastiest momos
On our last day, we head to The Blue
Poppy Thakali, where we try spicy
chicken and vegetables and fried rice. We
absolutely OD on baskets of baskets of
steamed momos. In our defence, they’re
beautifully juicy and tasty and no one
makes them like Doma Wong does.
Interestingly, the restaurant’s made the
crossover from cliché momo joints to
smart global, drawing residents and
expats alike. Thanks to its smart format
and sticking to tradition with butter tea.
Did I say butter tea? Now this is an idea
to get back home. Next, we speed to the
ghat for a boat ride. On the way back,
we achieve all our clandestine Bollywood
ambitions by hopping through the
gorgeous Victoria Memorial. Undeniably
we look more like blissful animals than
beautiful stars. But still. At least we have
ticked off over fifty percent of our ‘must
see, must do’ list and have some good
pictures and videos for Instagram.

Alia’s cryptic
answer to
marriage
plans

A

lia Bhatt put all rumours to rest with regard to her relationship with
Ranbir Kapoor, when she posted an adorable picture of herself with
Ranbir on Diwali. After leaving fans excited with the picture, Alia left
them with a cryptic answer pertaining to her marriage plans with Ranbir.
The actress recently uploaded a video on her YouTube channel which
documents a normal day in her life. The video starts off with the actress driving to a
studio for an advertisement shoot with her best friend Akansha Ranjan Kapoor. Alia
answers the fan questions throughout the course of the video.
—IANS
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‘I’ve held on to the child
with the stars in her eyes’

Hollywood

Deep Focus

Divya Dutta traces her journey through wonderland,
talking about her muses, mentors and the magic of cinema
ROSHMILA BHATTACHARYA

A career choice at four

When I was four years old, I went for
the shoot of the Mithun Chakraborty
and Ranjeeta Kaur-starrer, Taraana, in
Kashmir. The director, Deepak Bahry,
who was my uncle, was shooting a song
on the snowy slopes of Gulmarg.
Mithunda lifted me up in the air and
asked, “Meri heroine banegi? (Will
you be my heroine?)” And from
that day, I only wanted to dance
in front of the camera too.
I danced to one of Ranjeeta’s songs from the film
all the time. And as I grew
older, I would daydream of
going up on stage and
picking up a Filmfare
Best Actress Award even
though no one in my
family, apart from my
mama, was remotely
associated with films.
My mother, Nalini
Dutta, was a doctor,
and so is my brother,
Rahul. But I guess,
when you really desire something, the
universe conspires
to give it to you. I did
an ad film with my
uncle and then, in
the ’90s, I found myself shooting for two
films simultaneously,
Ishq Mein Jeena Ishq
Mein Marna and
Surakshaa.
I distinctly remember a rain sequence
in the latter being
shot on the beach.
Super excited to
be finally facing a camera for a
movie, I
was on
my feet
all
night
and even
at the
shoot, I
couldn’t sit still.
Watching me flit
around, my Surakshaa co-star Suniel
Shetty commented, “Heroine to achchi hai, par yeh baithti
kyun nahin?”

Mum’s the world

My first film with Shabana Azmi
was Umrao Jaan in which she
played my mother. On the first day of

A winner most of the way
SHANTANU RAY CHAUDHURI

O

h, what a pleasure it is to
watch an actor like Kay Kay
Menon get a character and
material that enable him to
sink his teeth into. His performance stands head and shoulders above
the many delights that Special Ops 1.5:
The Himmat Singh Story offers. More
than halfway through the narrative, a
character tells Himmat Singh, ‘Tum
maano ya na maano, tumhare jaise log
hi humare yahan santulan banaye
rakhte hain.’ (Whether you agree or
not, people like you maintain the balance here.) She could well have been
talking about Kay Kay Menon who is
brilliant enough for the film to balance its occasional lulls and give it dynamism and credibility.
But Special Ops 1.5 is not about Himmat Singh alone — and that is what
gives the series such a well-rounded
feel. There’s Vinay Pathak (always a
delightful actor) who is in great form
here, returning as Abbas Sheikh —
and Kay Kay’s performance benefits
immensely from feeding off Vinay.
There’s Aftab Shivdasani who probably has the best role of his career as
Himmat’s college friend and RAW operative Vijay Kumar. And there’s
Aadil Khan, who leaves a lasting impact as Maninder Singh, the daring
and charming agent gone rogue Himmat is tasked with tracking down.
There’s enough well-choreographed
action and intrigue in locales as diverse as Colombo, Dhaka, London and
Kiev to keep you invested. The writing
has a certain chutzpah about it and,
limited as it is to only four episodes,
the sequel (or is it a prequel — an origin story) overcomes the at-times meandering nature of the first season.
The second season opts for the same

TITLE: SPECIAL OPS 1.5

CAST: Kay Kay Menon, Vinay Pathak, Gautami
Kapoor, Aftab Shivdasani, Aadil Khan, Parmeet
Sethi, Kali Prasad Mukherjee
DIRECTOR: Shivam Nair
STREAMING ON: Disney+Hotstar
RATING: ★ ★ ★
structure as the first, where Himmat
Singh was called by a two-member enquiry board, Chaddha (Parmeet Sethi)
and Banerjee (Kali Prasad Mukherjee), to investigate unaccounted expenses incurred by him and his operatives. Here, it is Abbas Sheikh who is
called upon to depose on Himmat to allow the authorities to decide his retirement package. The deposition gets off
to a colourful start as Sheikh asks, a
hint of exasperated resignation in his
voice, ‘Ab kya kar diya inhone?’ (Now,
what has he done again?)
No sooner has the inquiry begun
than Abbas gets a call on his mobile —
one that does not have either a switch
off or a mute button (therein lies a delectable aside). It’s Himmat calling,
and the exchange between the two sets
the tone for much of the film. To Himmat’s question about where he is, Ab-

Bachchan with my usual “good mornthe shoot, she called me over, asked my
name and if I had learnt my steps. I nod- ing”, but he intuitively noticed I wasn’t
my usual chirpy self. He beckoned me
ded nervously, “Yes, ma’am.”
over, then started complaining about
I started with a dance sequence and
how I was behaving very badly with
even though I wasn’t looking in her dihim. Defensively, I blurted out, “But sir,
rection, I knew Shabanaji was watching
this is just a role.” And in that instant I
me intently. She’d been my favourite acrealised that you cannot take your role
tress when I was in school and I couldn’t
to heart. He made me understand that
believe it when she later complimented
and I have never forgotten that lesson.
me, “Bahut achcha kiya.”
He launched my first book, Me and
It was Shabanaji who introduced me to
Javed (Akhtar) saab at a Holi party at
their home, telling him that I was
one of the finest actresses we have.
It was a huge compliment, more so
when he told me that if Shabanaji
was saying so, there must be something special about me. Since then,
both Javed saab and she have been
encouraging, acknowledging and
appreciating my achievements,
which is so rare.
More recently, we did Sheer Qorma, a special film because of its
Surakshaa
subject, made more special because she was playing my mother
again. The film has been winning
a lot of awards and accolades, but
my biggest reward is when people
tell me it gave them the courage to
open up to their mother about
their choice of partner. I feel so liberated, they tell me, and it makes
me feel so good.
My mother was my best friend, I
didn’t take a step without her, and
Irada
even now, I know she’s watching
over me, telling me reassuringly
from up there, “Don’t worry, ho
jayega, main hoon na.”

Britney Spears
rejoices over
conservatorship
termination

F

ollowing the most pivotal court date
in her conservatorship saga, which
officially ended 13 years of
restrictions and monitoring, pop star
Britney Spears is speaking out and
rejoicing. “Good God I love my fans so
much it's crazy,” she wrote on Instagram
that accompanied cheering fans outside
the courthouse. “I think I’m gonna cry
the rest of the day !!!! Best day ever a
praise the Lord a can I get an Amen #FreedBritney.” Friday’s brief
hearing went smoothly, with all parties consenting to termination. Spears
did not attend the hearing, reports variety.com. Spears has been under a
conservatorship since 2008 when her father, Jamie Spears, placed her
under the court-ordered arrangement.
—IANS

Marvel working on X-Men,
Spider-Man, animated series

M

A still from Spider-Man movie

Taylor Swift offers
glimpse of her past

A

fter announcing that her next release in
the re-recording of her catalogue was
her 2012 album Red, Taylor Swift, on
Friday, treated her fans with the
rerecorded original 10-minute version of
her song All Too Well, along with a
short film, starring Dylan O’Brien and
Sadie Sink.
Swift has described All Too Well —
long speculated to be about her previous
relationship with actor Jake Gyllenhaal —
as one of the more difficult songs to write.
While speaking about the song on Rolling
Stone’s podcast Rolling Stone’s 500
Greatest Albums, Swift said she recorded
the song when she felt like “a broken
human” and “feeling terrible about what
going on" in her personal life.
—IANS

Finally, a National Award

I waited so long for the country’s
highest acting honour, it finally
came in 2018...Best Supporting Actress for Irada. It was heart-warming to see how many people were
genuinely happy for me and the
Sheer Qorma
prestigious National Award
changed a lot of things. For one,
I’ve finally got rid of the “under-rated
actress” tag and today, I feel I truly beMaa, and has written the foreward for
long in this beautiful place.
my second book, whose title, The Stars I
My Sky, says it all. Amitabh Bachchan
Booked with the stars
and Yash Chopra, Shabana Azmi and
The first star in my sky was Amitabh
Javed Akhtar, Shah Rukh Khan, Irrfan
Bachchan and when I finally got to work
Khan and Salman Khan, Gulzar, Shyam
with him in Baghban, I was mesBenegal and Hrishikesh Mukherjee,
merised by his presence and literally
Dev Anand, Gurdas Maan and
struck dumb. However, on camera, my
Naseeruddin Shah, Raju Hirani,
character was really nasty with Hemaji
Rakeysh Omprakash Mehra, Sriram
(Malini) and Mr Bachchan whom I’ve
Raghavan… There are so many stars in
loved all my life and that was making
my sky who have brightened up my film
me really unhappy. So, much so that one
journey. As a child many of them left me
day, when I returned home, and my
starry-eyed. And though it’s been a diffimother asked my how the shoot had
cult road with the occasional downers,
gone, I burst into tears, finally telling
I’ve held on to the child with the stars in
her what was bothering me.
her eyes and the gift of words that I got
The next morning, I greeted Mr
as a legacy from my mother.

arvel Studios announced
that the company is
expanding its slate of
animated series for Disney Plus
with three new shows: X-Men ‘97,
Spider-Man: Freshman Year, and
Marvel Zombies. After Disney
purchased 20th Century Fox in
2019, and the X-Men movie
franchise was on its last legs with
the poorly received Dark Phoenix
and The New Mutants, many
observers expected Marvel Studios
to reboot the X-Men and
reintegrate the characters back into
the Marvel Cinematic Universe,
reports variety.com.
—IANS

Sex and the City reboot
releasing on December 9

G

ood news for all the Sex
and the City (SATC) fans!
Charlotte, Miranda and
Carrie are coming to you on
December 9. So, make sure to
mark your calendars and pour
yourself a cosmopolitan. On
Friday, HBO Max dropped the
first official teaser for the highlyanticipated SATC reboot titled
And Just Like That and it will
definitely make the fans excited
as well nostalgic taking them on a joyride. The ten-episode HBO Max Original
series will debut with two half-hour episodes on December 9, with the
following eight episodes premiering weekly, on subsequent Thursdays into the
new year, reported People magazine.
—ANI

Reviews
bas mutters he is at the bank for some
work. Pat comes Himmat’s response:
‘Banerjee and Chaddha Cooperative
Bank? — mind you, don’t go about
breaking the fixed deposit we have.’
It’s the first time we see Kay Kay, and
the silky insouciance of his delivery is
enough to charm you.
It is through this interrogation that
we witness the early days of Himmat
Singh as an operative. His run-ins
with the police. Kay Kay is a treat
telling off a three-member team of
senior officers investigating a botched
operation. It is a convoluted universe,
deadly and full of intrigue — a world
of shady operatives, mysterious international intelligence experts and
wheeler-dealers, and lethal honey
traps. There’s also a strong emotional
track, wonderfully understated, about
Himmat’s friendship with Vijay and
his wife Saroj (Gautami Kapoor) and
his romance with a journalist, which
has tragic consequences and shapes
the man Himmat becomes.
However, in this device — Abbas
Sheikh narrating the Himmat story —
also lies the film’s one almost fatal
flaw. How is Abbas privy to everything
that Himmat experiences when he is
not around, and when a lot of it happens in private to Himmat? Yes, Abbas
does offer a throwaway line early on
— that he is in the ‘intelligence’ business and hence aware of things not in
the public domain. Nevertheless, it
does strain credibility, but the filmmakers keep the proceedings pacy and
whip up enough excitement to allow
the picky viewer to let this pass and go
with the flow.
It’s tough to follow up on a well-made
film and Special Ops 1 remains one of
the better ones we have had. It is to the
credit of the filmmakers and Kay Kay
Menon that Special Ops 1.5 manages to
top that and, with that encounter involving agent Farooq Ali in Nepal in
the closing moments, keep you waiting for the next season.

A perfect example of inane, inept filmmaking
SHANTANU RAY CHAUDHURI

H

um Hindustani hain, bolenge
nahin, seedhe todenge,’ says
our action hero to the accompaniment of some veer-ras
poetry in rap with lines that go
‘marghat mein bachenge chithhre’
and invoke the Pandavas and Kauravas and all our mythological and
religious icons.
In another sequence, the heroine
tells a recalcitrant squad member,
‘Agar tu abhi nahin chalti na, toh kisi
aur ki kutti ka toh pata nahin, tujhe
apni kutti zaroor bana doongi.’ Or
just before enticing the hero to join
the squad with an item number: ‘Aisa
surprise doongi ke shock se chalk ho
jaoge.’ (Go figure!)
Or a conversation around a safe
house: ‘Yeh hamara safe house hain –
it’s safe’.
Or consider this exchange between
the hero and the villain:
Villain: ‘Main jahan hoon wahan ek
makkhi bhi bina clearance ke ghus
nahin sakti. Aur tera file toh yahan
bandh ho chuka hain. Tu toh ab
bhoot hain.’
Hero: ‘Haan main bhoot hoon — aur
bhoot ko clearance ki zaroorat nahin.’
Nuggets like these, strewn about all
over, make me want to paraphrase
the Rodgers and Hammerstein composition How Do You Solve a Problem
Like Maria: How do you review a film
like Squad? There are bad films that
leave you at a loss for words, scratching your head at how to go about it.
Then there’s Squad — a whole different ballgame altogether. I wish I were
a fly on the wall when this sorry
mishmash of a concoction was put
together — just to see how a project
like this was pitched and approved,
what went into the creative and busi-

ness discussions around this.
Bhim (Rinzin Denzongpa) is a part
of an elite Indian squad sent somewhere in Eastern Europe to rescue a
missing six-year-old orphan girl.
Named NERO (National Emergency
Response Operatives), the squad is
the brainchild of Nandini Rajput
(Pooja Batra). It seems the girl has

TITLE: SQUAD

CAST: Rinzin Denzongpa, Malvika Raaj,
Pooja Batra, Amit Gaur, Tanisha Dhillon
DIRECTOR: Nilesh Sahay
PLATFORM: Zee5
RATING: ★

something that makes her a prime
target for nations all over. There’s
something about her having some
rare blood group (RHNL — my Internet searches yielded nothing on this).
But there’s also something about her
grandfather having created cyborgs
(who, in the words of a character in
the film, had turned ‘super daanavs’
instead of superhumans). But to
cut to the chase: I am still clueless
about what exactly makes the girl so
sought after.
Now, the problems with the squad

are manifold. Bhim is traumatised
with guilt at having failed to save a
little girl from being blown up during
an operation at PoK three years ago
and is unwilling to go through a similar experience again (mujhe bachchon se darr lagta hai, he says).
There’s Addy (Tanisha Dhillon),
who is some sort of MMA expert
with an attitudinal problem. There’s someone
called Romeo who talks
to his weapon, addressing it as ‘jaan’ and beseeching it, ‘Mujhse
khafa na hona.’ There’s
a mole too. It is a most
dysfunctional squad,
with everyone at crosspurposes — if at all
there’s a purpose to this
madness.
But Nandini Rajput’s
exhortation — iss baar
ladaai desh ke liye nahin,
desh ki beti ke liye hain — has them
all willing to place their lives — and
the viewer’s intelligence (there’s
mention of a state called Argovinia,
the smallest state in Eastern Europe,
where the climax is set; again my Internet searches yielded zilch) — on
the line, while offering Bhim a shot
at redemption.
This is inept filmmaking at its
worst, with no sense of anything cinematic. The kind that makes films
like Sanak and Bhuj appear classics.
Since I started with nuggets of dialogue, I can only end with one that a
character on the mission utters: ‘Magar hum yeh kar kya rahein hai.’ Perfectly sums up the film.
(Shantanu Ray Chaudhuri is
an award-winning publisher, editor
and a film buff)

Things to do this Sunday
It’s a Sunday and we have got your
funday and the Monday blues both
sorted out. Check out our list of
things to do and you’ll find that
Monday too has its bright spots.
See what draws your fancy
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The queen’s gambit

C

oaching a club at the top
level can be a daunting
task, especially when it
comes to handling big-name players. We saw how Zinedine Zidane’s job as Real Madrid coach
was primarily to man-manage
the likes of Cristiano Ronaldo
and Gareth Bale among others.
The role of a technical director
in big clubs can be even more
challenging as they not only have
to instruct the players, but the
coach, too. It might – though it
shouldn’t – get even more complicated if the technical director is
the only woman in a predominantly male setup.
Anju Turambekar will surely
know more than a thing or two
about such a situation. After all,
she’s the only woman technical
director of a men’s football team
in India, namely five-time national champions Dempo SC. Not just
that, in 2018, she became the
youngest woman to get her Asian
Football Confederation (AFC) ‘A’
license coaching badge.

Growing up

Born in the farming
village of Bekanal in
Kolhapur, Anju’s life
growing up was quite
uneventful, she says.
“My day consisted of
waking up at 5 am,
taking the cattle to
the field, then going to
school, and then attending dance classes.
It wasn’t boring, but it
wasn’t eventful either,” she says. Looking at her qualifications, one would be forgiven to think she started
playing football at an early age.
However it wasn’t until standard
ten that she was first introduced
to the ‘beautiful game’ There was
a ground in her village but she
wasn’t allowed to play or stand
there and watch the guys play because according to her family, it
was ‘a boys’ game’.
The only activity she was permitted was dancing. “I loved danc-

Once
forbidden to
touch a
football, Anju
Turambekar
became the
only female
technical
director of
a men’s
football team
in India. She
shares her
story with
Anil Dias

ing with them.” When her dad got
to know that she was playing football, that too with boys, he rushed
to the ground and dragged her
home. “He beat me black and
blue. He asked me what would
the people in the village think
about me. You know, the usual
talk,” she says with a sarcastic
laugh. “I got beaten every day,
but I went back the next day.

SOI CHAMBER ORCHESTRA
What: The SOI Chamber
Orchestra
and music director
Marat Bisengaliev will
perform works by Elgar,
Vivaldi, Britten, and more.
Marat Bisengaliev is a
noted interpreter of the
works of Sir Edward Elgar, and will be the featured soloist in
a collection of works by the composer including his
beloved Salut d’amour.
When: Today, 5 PM onwards
Where: TATA Theatre: Nariman Point, NCPA Marg, Mumbai
BOLAVA VITTHAL: AN EVENING OF ABHANGS
What: Abhangs are
devotional poetry sung in
praise of the almighty and
are exuberant expressions
of the communitarian
experience. This year on
the auspicious eve of
Kartiki Ekadashi Bolava
Vitthal will be held on November 14, Sunday (Today) at Sri
Shanmukhananda Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi Auditorium.
The concert shall feature renowned vocalists Sangeeta Katti,
Anand Bhate, Devaki Pandit and Jayateerth Mevundi.
When: Today, 5 PM onwards
Where: Sri Shanmukhananda Chandrasekarendra Saraswathi
Auditorium, 92, Com. Harbanslal Marg, Sion – East
BREAKFAST CRUISE
What: Start your day in a
luxury yacht with lipsmacking breakfast in the
Arabian Sea. Pamper
yourself with this memorable
morning cruise with your
friends and family. Itinerary:
Reporting at 7.45 am on Gateway of India opposite at Taj
Mahal Hotel. Board on speed boat at 8.00 am and embark on
yacht with your family and friends. Enjoy 1.5 hours ride on
yacht with sumptuous breakfast.
When: Till November 30, 8 AM onwards
Where: Meeting Point – Gateway of India, Jetty No.5, Shivaji
Marg, Apollo Bunder
FIRELESS COOKING FOR KIDS

In a freewheeling chat with
FPJ, the 33-year-old said that
while she is aware “it’s not the
general norm”, breaking barriers is what she’s done all through
her life. “Throughout my life,
challenges were always the stepping stones and I have been critically challenged at every step,
starting from the permission to
play football, tackling the stereotype that girls can’t play maledominated sports, and having to
justify every day that women can
excel in leadership roles,” she
said. She said that she learnt
very early in her footballing journey that if she’s going to excel,
she’ll have to be “better than
good”. “Right from the beginning, I was taught that no matter
the audience, I have to do my job.
My approach to a certain job will
not change no matter what. I always knew I had to be good at my
work. But I learnt that sometimes
good isn’t enough. I needed to be
better than good.”
At Dempo, she said, she never
had a problem. And nobody ever
looked down upon her. “During
all the rounds of interviews that
I had with the president of the
club, Shrinivas Dempo, he was
very clear and demanding in
terms of the kind of person he
wanted to appoint to carry the
club’s legacy forward on the
technical front.”
Anju said, “He never made it a
big deal or even brought it up
that he is interviewing a woman
who will be working in a maleoriented setup. All he cared about
was my work and how I could
contribute to this club. This approach naturally inspired me to
be a part of his organisation.”
She may now be head of a club
that has won five national league
titles. As a child, she had to hide
from her family and play football
and wasn’t spared beatings when
her dad found out she was
playing football with the boys.

ing. I used to attend dance classes
regularly and had built up a good
reputation in my village as that of
a dancer,” she said.When she was
in the 10th standard, a football
club near Kolhapur organised a
football camp for girls. When Anju
heard of it she was thrilled, but
then it dawned on her that it
would need her family’s approval.
“It was a question of whether I
should continue being the ‘good
girl’ and not play a sport that was
dominated by men, or should I go
and try out something that has
never been done in my village before? Clearly, I chose the latter,”
she said. She attended the camp
without telling her parents. “Since
I was due to appear for my SSC
exam, I told my parents that I had
extra classes and so I would be
home late every day. I didn’t even
have shoes to play with, like most

of the girls at camp. We played
barefoot,” she says.

Choosing a path

After the camp, Anju just couldn’t
take her mind off football. “Football was like a lifeline for my otherwise mundane life,” she says.
“On the football field, I felt free.”
The only issue was that after the
camp, the girls didn’t play in the
village. That meant that Anju’s
only option was to play with the
boys. “What else was I supposed to
do? I was a pretty rough player,
and the guys didn’t mind me play-

People at the club told me I was a
good player and that I should take
football seriously,” she says.
Someone from the club told Anju
about the All India Football Federation (AIFF) conducting selections
for the girls’ Under 19 national
tournament. The tricky part was
this selection was in Mumbai and
Anju had neither been out of Kolhapur nor travelled alone. “My
dad said that there was no way
he was sending me. However, after
a lot of pleading and me acting
stubborn, he relented.”

A headway

She came to Mumbai on her own
and was selected in the team.
However, when she returned to
her village, her father said he
wanted her to join the police.
“I had to give the last theory exam
to join the police. That exam was

in the morning when everyone in
her family was working in the
fields. “I just knew I didn’t want to
join the police, so I packed my
bags and left for Pune without
telling anyone in my family.”
She chose to play for Pune University as they gave her meals a
place to stay. When she returned to
her village after six months, her
family didn’t talk to her. They had
read in the newspapers about her
achievements on the field.
“They weren’t going to tell me
that they were proud of me,” Anju
said. At least not yet.

What: This Children's
day let's get the kids to
have some fun in the
kitchen. Kids always
enjoy eating what they
have made and they love
getting their hands into
different textures and
making things. Join this
cook-along workshop for a FIRELESS COOKING with kids.
These are some of the healthy and nutritious dishes the
children will make along with Vinita Contractor, Holistic
Nutrition & Lifestyle coach. Mommies can also join in!
When: Today, 11 AM to 12:30 PM
Where: On Zoom, for more details, visit www.insider.in

The break

Anju’s big break came in 2007
when she was attending a camp
for the senior national championship. She was spotted by an employee of Magic Bus — an NGO
for children. “He asked me if I was
interested in coaching children. I
jumped at the opportunity. At
Magic Bus, I was coaching children, and after a year, I was training coaches on how to train children.” She was rewarded for her
hard work by being chosen to attend an international coaching
course by Royal Dutch Football
Association (KNVB).
In 2013, she was offered a job by
the AIFF to work in grassroots development. In the span of three
years, she was heading the division.Thanks to that job, she got to
travel the length and breadth of
the country, interacting with children and coaching the coaches.

Club calling

While she says she loved her job at
the AIFF, she wanted to work in a
club that was committed to youth
development. And when she was
approached by Dempo, she couldn’t resist. “My primary role at
Dempo is to look after the holistic
development of the players and
coaches. It is also my responsibility to brainstorm and envision programmes and processes that will
help the club in the long run.
While the pandemic has put a
dampener on things, we have a lot
of plans in the pipeline,” she said.
So how comfortable are the players

and coaches taking instructions
from her? “It took maybe just a day
for them to get accustomed to me.
Once they realised I knew what I
was doing, they believed in me and
made it quite easy,” she said.
Shrinivas Dempo had only superlatives for her. “All I saw was
her work. I want to build a strong
youth system. Instead of signing
big players, I want academy players to play in our senior team. Her
work at AIFF was exceptional. I
knew she was the perfect person
for the role and that’s why I
brought her on board. Why should
gender matter?” he said.What
about her family? Are they finally
at peace with her foray into football?“Everyone in my village is following my journey. Girls now play
football there. My parents encourage me now. I go back home quite
often and take care of them financially too,” she says.
Her 103-year-old grandmother
caused quite a social media storm,
when Anju posted a photo of her
watching an FC Goa match earlier
this year. “I’ve been really close to
my grandmother and asked her to
come and stay with me in Goa for a
while. I was watching a match, and
she too stayed up. In fact, she even
stayed late at night to watch UEFA
Champions League matches. I’ve
made her a football fan,” she said.
Having convinced her village into
accepting girls on the football field,
Anju hopes to see more women in
prominent positions at football
clubs all over. “What’s the
difference?” she asks.

BHARATNATYAM BOLLYWOOD FUSION
What:This is a 5-day
workshop (In 2 parts). In
this workshop, you will
learn the step by-step
choreography of the
song, Muqabla from the
movie Street Dancer in
Bharatnatyam style.
Through this workshop, you are not just going to have a
great time but you will also be contributing to children’s
safety. A part of the amount collected will go towards
Rubaroo Breaking Silences Foundation and their fight against
child sexual abuse.
When: For time details visit, www.insider.in
Where: On Insider.in

WOMEN SLAY SUNDAYS
What: No subject is taboo in this show. From sex and
heartbreak to PMS and growing old — everything will be
addressed with a sense of humour at Women Slay Sundays.
This line-up includes Kajol Srinivasan, Jeeya Sethi, Aditi Mittal
and Radhika Vaz.
When: Today, 10 PM onwards
Where: On Zoom, for more details visit,
www.bookmyshow.com
WEAVE YOUR OWN WALL ART
What: The craft of weaving has been mentioned in the ancient
Vedas with references to hiranya which translates to a cloth
made of gold. Things that we use on a daily basis like clothes,
carpets, coasters, and baskets are all products crafted by
weaving.
When: Today, 3 PM onwards
Where: www.insider.in

FOOD REVIEW

Where gaming meets gourmet!
GITA HARI

G

ame Palacio, managed by
Suved Lohia Hospitality, is a
three-month-old Art Deco-inspired boutique bowling alley and dining lounge located in Bandra, Mumbai.
The place, with a night feel in eclectic
lights and hues, sports varied avatars
at each of its segregated zones. Video
games for kids, a bowling alley for enthusiasts with lane-side butler service,

Veg Dumplings

VIP rooms on the first level for intimate gatherings, two exotic bars dishing up hand-crafted cocktails and
mocktails, and plush seating make it a
haven for good times.
A dash of fresh galangal, muddled
with peach apple juice in the Golden
Haze, a whisky cocktail, activated our
tastebuds after which we went for a
contrastingly mild smoothie — Hazelnut blended with KitKat, milk and
frappe mix.

Avocado Sushi

The menu slants more on Asian preparations with a handful of Italian mains.
Hand-tossed pizza, sandwiches and burgers are good for a quick bite in-between
gaming, but since we weren’t too much
into the gaming scene, we settled for the
comforts of the VIP lounge. Since we
generally avoid mixing cuisines, Italian
pastas and risottos, except for a Frutti de
Mare pizza, were skipped in favour of
Oriental specialties.
Crispy Chinese corn was mildly spicy
with Indian-Chinese fusion flavours.
Edamame beans, tossed with chilli garlic
and parsley, can get a bit messy or have
the beans swoop while removing them
from their pods. Our next order was for
two types of dimsums — fresh broccoli
and crisp water chestnut, and the other
with assorted vegetables encased in
translucent wraps. Served with gari and

wasabi, sushi was a
treat of asparagus, avocado, smooth cream
cheese, sweet chilli
mayo sprinkled with
sesame seeds topped
with buttery avocado.
For the main course, it
was Singaporean vegetable noodles and
street style fried rice
with sweet corn and
onion greens. The sauce
Belgian Tiramisu
held the thin, delicate
rice noodles and bell
peppers with umami flavours. The side
dishes of veggies in sweet-n-sour sauce
— a tad spicy, and yellow curry was
creamy and delightful. Decadent Belgian
tiramisu had to be the showstopper of
the meal not only for its unique presen-

Edamame in Chilli Sauce

tation depicting a coffee bean but equally for the rich taste of Belgian chocolate.
The portions were generous, service
was prompt and helpful, and the prices
are in keeping with fine dining standards. The non-veg menu is exhaustive

too with chicken yakitori on grills,
sesame pork belly, kung pao chicken,
spicy prawns har gow, BBQ chicken
gyoza and many more.
Game Palacio effortlessly merges
plush, top-notch indoor escapade and a
discotheque, while dishing up innovative beverages and lip-smacking
gourmet food!
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